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HIS EXCELLENCY 

MAJOB-GENEBAL SIB CHARLES l NAPIER, 

G.C.B., &c. &c., 

GQVEBNOR OE SCINDE. 


Sib, , 

The unwearied interest you have- ever 
taken in the welfare and happiness of the British 
soldier, and, with that object in view, your well- 
known solicitude that Justice should be duly ad- 
ministered throughout the Army, induced me to 
request the honour of being allowed to dedicate 
these pages to your Excellency. 

In doing so, I beg leave to express the pride I 
feel in having obtained your consent; and the 
gratification it affords me that my humble endea- 
vours wiU now go forth to the world under such 
distinguished patronage : — and should this com- 



DEDICATION. 


pilation add but a drop in the well towards the 
welfare and happiness of those for whom yon hare 
so long laboured, or should it draw attention to a 
sadly neglected department of the Army, the 


honOtir .you hare done me 

* I, 'fc *w 4 <t, 


TT *** 




•r 



Your most obedient and obliged Serrant, 

B. M. Hughes. 


1 M July, 1814. 



Thebe is not a work extant in which the various and 
particular duties of a Judge Advocate General are to 
be found in a collective shape : all writers on Military 
Law touch on the several duties, more or less, in dif- 
ferent parts of their works, but the subject is nowhere 
treated of, not even in any military code ; so that an 
officer on appointment cannot readily ascertain what 
the really responsible and multifarious duties of a 

Judge Advocate General actually are, without wading 
>■* 

through codes of regulations and orders, besides a 
variety of treatises and works which, when required, 
are not always procurable. The object, therefore, of 
this work is to remove, as far as it is practicable, these 
difficulties; to define the duties of Judge Advocates; 
and to point out concisely the manner in which offi- 
cial rules, the customs of war, and established prac- 
tice, direct these duties to be conducted. 

Major-General Vans Kennedy, after twenty-five 
years’ experience in the Judge Advocate General’s 
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which might otherwise have proved both interesting 
and instructive. 

I have taken numerous extracts from the excellent 

works of Tytler, M‘ Arthur, Adye, and others whose 

♦ 

works .are now almost all out of print, and difficult to 
be procured. I have indented largely on Major-Gene- 
ral Vans Kennedy’s Treatise on " The Principles and 
Practice of Military Law? 1839 edition; on Captain 
Simmons’s “ Practice of Courts Martial ,” 3rd edition, 
1843 ; on Major General Sir Charles J. Napier’s 
“ Remarks on Military Law and Flogging on Major 
Hough’s several works; on Captain Griffiths’s invalu- 
able “ Notes on Military Law and on Major-Gene- 
ral D’Aguilar’s “ Observations on District and other 
Courts Martial which books should all be in the 
possession of every Judge Advocate, for I agree with 
Sir Charles J. Napier, who most truly remarks, — 
“ as matters are, I freely admit that Captain Sim- 
mons's book, and others of the like nature , are requisite; 
no man can now act as a Judge Advocate without 
such books and I must beg the reader to remember, 
that the object of this compilation is principally in- 
tended as a guide and assistance to those who have 
not the above excellent works to consult or refer to. 

N eilgherry Hills, Southern India, 

1st July, 1844. 
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THE DUTIES OF JUDGE ADVOCATES, 


CHAPTER L 

MODE OF APPOINTMENT; — 'WARRANTS; — AND QUALI- 
FICATIONS REQUIRED OF JUDGE ADVOCATE9. 

1. — “ In conformity with the power conveyed by the Mutiny 
“ Act, warrants under the sign-manual annually issue to Generals 
“in command on foreign stations, empowering them to convene 
“ General Courts Martial, and to delegate that power to any other 
“ officer, not under the degree of field-officer, having a command 
“ of a body of the forces ; also to appoint a Deputy Judoe Advo- 
“ cate for the time being, in the event of Her Majesty, or the 
“ J urge Advocate General of Her Majesty’s Forces, not having 
“appointed or deputed one.” — Simmons. 

2. — In like manner, the Mutiny Act of 1841, for 
the Honourable East India Company’s European 
troops, conveys authority for similar warrants, which 
are issued, under the sign -manual, to the Court of 
Directors of the Honourable East India Company, 
and by them. ‘to the Governor-General in Council, 
and the Governors in Council for the time being, at 
the Presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, 
and Bombay, respectively ; and to general or other 
officers commanding any body of the forces em- 
ployed in the Honourable East India Company’s 
Service, to appoint General Courts Martial and 
Judge Advocates. 
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3. — In tbe warrants above alluded to, issued un- 
der' the sign-manual, empowering general officers 
in command abroad to assemble General Courts 
Martial, Her Majesty’s commands relative to the ap- 
pointment of Judge Advocates are thus expressed: — 

4i And that there may not in any case be a failure of justice from 
(f the want of a proper person authorized to act as Judge Advocate, 
“ We do hereby empower you , in default of a person appointed by 
“ Us , or deputed by the Judge Advocate General of Our Forces, 
** or during the illness or occasional absence of the person so appointed 
u or deputed , to nominate and appoint a jit person, from time to 
“ time , for executing the office of J udge Advocate at any Court 
“ Martial, for the more orderly proceedings of the same** 

4. — So also in the warrant issued by a comman- 
der-in-chief, empowering an officer commanding a 
division of the army, field-force, or a body of troops, 
to convene a General Court Martial, similar in- 
structions relative to the appointment of Judge Ad- 
vocates are conveyed. 

5. — The Judge Advocate General and Deputy 
Judge Advocate General of Her Majesty’s Forces 
are civilians; so also is the Deputy Judge Advocate 
General in Ireland: — it appears to be usual in Eng- 
land to select a civilian, one who is professionally a 
lawyer, to conduct the duty of Deputy Judge Advo- 
cate. Capt. Simmons mentions : — 

“That in the trial of the Canadian rebels by martial law, in 
“ 1888 and 1839, three persons— -one officer and two civilians— 
“ were jointly and severally appointed to the duty of Judge 
“ Advocate." 

In the British Colonies, the duty is performed some- 
times by military men, and sometimes by lawyers. 

Captain Simmons, in his work on Courts 
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Martial, gives the following form of warrant, for a 
Deputy Judge Advocate : — 

“ By the Bight Honourable Judge Advocate 

“ General of Her Majesty's Forces, 


a By virtue of the power and authority to me given by Her Mo- 

« jesty, I do hereby appoint you the said to act as Deputy 

u Judge Advocate at all trial by Courts Martial, and in all matters 
u appertaining to that office , which shall concern any of her Ma~ 

“ jesty* s land forces , from time to time serving in pursuant 

“ to an Act of Parliament now in force , entitled t An Act jbr Punish - 
“ ing Mutiny and Desertion, and for the better Payment of the 
u Army and their Quarters ; f or my other Act of Parliament in 
u that behalf which shall hereafter be in force , and to such Articles 
u of War as shall from time to time be established during the conti- 
“ nuance of the power and authority hereby given to you to act as 
“ aforesaid 

“ Given under my hand and seal this — day of — ■ 

“ 1844, in the— year of Her Majesty's reign. 



Judge 
Advocate 
i General / 


“ Judge Advocate Generali 


7. — In Captain Griffiths’ Notes on Military Law, 
I find the following form of warrant for Deputy Judge 
Advocate. 


u Judge Advocate General of Her Majesty's Forces . 
« To — 

w By virtue of the power and authority to me given by Her Ma~ 
u jesty, I do hereby appoint you the said — — to act as Deputy 
“ Judge Advocate at a General Court Martial, to be holden for the 
u trial of- 

“ Given under my hand and seal this — day of — 

“ 18 — ,in the — year of Her Majesty's reign . 

“ Signed * 

“ J udge Advocate General , n 

* B 2 
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8. — In the Royal Navy, when a Court Martial is 
ordered to assemble, the President and Members 
nominated to compose the Court appoint the Judge 
Advocate to conduct the proceedings : the Presi- 
dent issues and signs the warrant on the assembly of 
the Court, authority for his so doing being conveyed 
in the order and warrant appointing him President. 

9. — The following is the form of warrant given 
by M‘ Arthur, authorizing a Judge Advocate to act 
as such at a Naval Court Martial. 

u By Admiral — * 

u Whereas the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of the 
u Admiralty have directed me, by an order dated the — inst., to as - 

u semble a Court Martial and try — - ■ - of His Majesty's ship 

" —~for : And whereas by an act passed - it is ordered that 

u in the absence of the Judge Advocate and his Deputy , (he Court 
a Martial shall have full power and authority to appoint any person 
“ to execute the office of Judge Advocate . 

u I do , with the consent and approbation of the members who con- 
" stitute this Court f hereby authorize and- appoint you to execute the 
“ office of Judge Advocate on the above occasion . For which this 
u shall be your warrant ” 

(i Given on board His Majesty's ship * Album,' where 
u the Court is assembled, in Portsmouth harbour , this 
“ —day of 1777. 

“ Signed - - — 

u Admiral '' 

“ To - * Esq., hereby appointed to execute 

u the office of Judge Advocate at the Court Mar - 
“ tial above mentioned 

McArthur. 

10. — In the East Indies, the duties of the Judge 
Advocate General’s department are performed ex- 
clusively by military men belonging to the Honour- 
able East India Company’s army, who are nomi- 
nated by the Commander-in-Chief, and appointed 






Iby &e G<weniinent iji»dar which they are serving ; 
and when any on the permanent establishment are 
sick, obtain leave of absence, or from other causes 
are unable to conduct their duties, other officers 
from the line are nominated to officiate temporarily 
for them. - 'fjf' 

1 1 .-—On all Courts Martial held foir the trial of 
offenders belonging to the Indian navy, the Legis- 
lative Act, No. 12, of 1844, enacts: — 


u That , m the absence of the Judge Advocate and his Deputy, the 
44 Court Martial shall have full power and authority to appoint any 

“ person to execute the office of Judge Advocate** 

» 

12. — In the Benoal Abmy, the following is the 
form of warrant issued to Deputy Judge Advocate^ 
on their appointment to the Judge Advocate Gene- 
ral’s department.' ■< General officers commanding a 
division, or field force, are empowered to issue a 
warrant of a nearly similar import to any officer not 
in the department, whose services may be required at 
any time to officiate as a Deputy Judge Advocate. 

“ By His Excellency the Honourable y Commanded 

“ in-Chief of j Her^Sfajesty’s arid the Honourable East 
44 India Company’s Forces m India . 

Regiment Native Infantry , 

“ Deputy Judge Advocate General, 

“ Greeting , 

“ By virtue of the power and authority to me in this behalf given , 

“Ido hereby constitute and appoint you the said Captain 

“ Regiment Native Infantry, to officiate as Deputy Judge Advocate 
“ General to Her Majesty’s and the Honourable East India Com - 
“ party’s Forces, stationed within the limits of the Presidency of 
** Fort William, at all European and Native General Courts Martial 
44 authorised to be held for the tried of persons belonging thereto, 
44 and in all other respects to do md perform whatever may upper* 

' ' - b3 ' 
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A, 


“ Deputy Judge Advocate General 

“ the limit* tf ihe Presidency of Fort William* , 

“ Given under my hand andital, at heed-quarters, Coir 
“ cutta , on the — day of — ~ one thousand eight 
** htmdrod and forty four” 



C.iaC. 

“ General Commanding-in-ChieJ.” 
“ By His Excellency'* command*, 


“ Military Secretary /* 

] 3. — Major Hough says : — 

“ The warrants to the Deputy Judge Advocates General in the 
“ Bengal army, authorize them to officiate in alt cases on the trial 
“ of Queen** and Company’s officers, &c. within the limits of the 
“ Presidencies of Bengal and Agra and further states : — “ It is 
“ unsettled, by any positive enactment, how far this instrument is 
“ valid on the death, resignation, or removal of a commander-in- 
** chief, by whom it is granted. It was said, in a reply to a Judge 
“ Advocate who raised a difficulty on this subject: You a warrant 

“ IS GOOD TILtTHR NEW COMM A N DER-TN-CHI EF SENDS A FRESH ON E 

“ [letter from Adjutant-General] ; but such warrants have no clause 
“ to this effect : — -if these warrants were furnished by Government 
“ as a commission to the Judge Advocate, they would be in force 
V while he was in office. It is clear that, as Judge Advocates are 
“ nominated by the commander-in-chief, but appointed in Go- 
“ vemment orders, such Government orders may contain suffi- 
“ cient and general authority to act till another order cancelled 
“ the former ; and if warrants are retained proformd, still the ge- 
“ neral order by Government should render it unnecessary to 
“ await d>e arrival of a new warrant from the succeeding com- 
“ mander-in-chief, and the general officer, without his warrant, 
“ cannot issue one himself/’ 

14. — The remarks above quoted equally apply to 
the warrants issued to Deputy Judge Advocates 
the Madras Army, of whidithefollowingis a copy: 



: .i^^mraUEsrr. 


( » 


Captain 


V i ? • , 

u By * commanding the Force* under the 

"Presidencyof Fort St George, $c. fyc. 4*c, 
•* *±-~~* Segment Native Infantry , 


a 

it 

*i 

« 

u 

it 

it 

U 

it 

it 

u 

fit 

fit 

« 

tt 

« 

a 


a Greeting, 

a By virtue of tke power* and authority in me vested , I do hereby con - 

stitute and appoint you the mid Captain of the Regiment 

Native hfantry, to execute the office of Deputy Judge Advocate 
General at any General Court-Martial or Court s Martial to be 
holden in the army under my command, or in any detachment that 
may be made from it; you are therefore to execute the office of 
Deputy Judge ‘ Advocate General accordingly, and at all such 
General Courts Martial prosecute, in Her Majesty* s name , any 
commissioned officer, non-commissioned officer, soldier, or other 
person belonging to the forces under my command, charged with 
misbehaviour by mutiny , desertion, or otherwise , against tke rules 
of military discipline, agreeable to such Act or Acts of Parlia- 
ment, and Rules and Articles of War as now are, or may hereafter 
be in force for the government of the said forces respectively ; 
Also, to do and perform such other matters and things as to the 
said ojffiee qf Deputy Judge Advocate General now doth or 
usually hath appertained, and for so doing this shall be your full 
warrant and authority . 

44 Given under my Hand and seal, at the head-quarters, 

44 Madras, this « - ■ — day of , in the year 

" of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
"forty-four” 


" Signed 



c. inC. 




u Commanding the Army in Chief” 
u By order of the Lieutenant-General, 

44 Commanding the Army in Chief, 

44 Signed — — — 

44 Military Secretary ” 


15.—In the Bombay Army, a general warrant, 
similar to those of Bengal and Madras, is not issued 
an officer on annointment to the Jndsre Advneate 
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GoaeraPa department j but previooslyto the assem- 
bly of every Earopeaa or Native 'Geaei^ Cmut 
artial, awarrant, of which the following isthe form, 
i transmitted, empowering the person to whom it is 
addressed to execnte tfcr office of Judge Advocate. 

Commmder-in-Chief qf Her 
“ the Honourable Company's Forces under the Press* 
(l dency of Bombay^ 

H To CaptaiHt **** " Regimm^Hiiive Infantry , 

“ Greeting, 

“ By virtue of the power and authority in me vested, I do hereby 

“ constitute and appoint you the said Captain * * to execute 

u the office of J udge Advocate at an Europemfor Native) General 
“ Court Martial , to be Holden at the Jbrenoon of 

u Monday the first day of May , one thhia^^eight hundred and 
“forty-four” 

44 You are therefore duly to execute the office qf Judge Advocate 
“ at the said General Court Martial , according to the Articles qf 
“ War and the customs of war in the like cases ; and also to do and 
“ perform such other matters udA :ikmgs as smd office of 

“ Judge Advocate now doth or ; and for 

44 your doing this shall be to ycmland to aU concerned, a sufficient 
u warrant and authority . 

“ Given under my hand and seal , at Bombay , this 

“ day of — — , in the year qf our Lord one 

“ thousand tight hundred and forty four , 



“ By order of His Excellency the 
11 Commander-in- Chief, , 
“Signed 


CUn C. 

vry 

'-in-Chief 




.■vto 


i ■»< ■ mi 


“ Adjutant-General of the Amqyfi „ 

- i '* ” 1 1 

16 .— The manner in which all these warrants are 
expressed, notwithstanding the diversity of form. 
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and the fact that a warrant issued by competent autho- 
rity is absolutely requisite to enable the person nomi- 
nated Judge Advocate to conduct the proceedings of 
a General Court Martial, most clearly points out the- 
highly responsible and important nature of the office. 

17. — In the warrant issued under the sign-manual, 
it will be observed Her Majesty’s commands to general 
officers are : — 

“ To nominate or appoinififif 'person, that there may not 
"in ant case be a FAIECB* of justice from the want of a 
“ proper person authorised to act as Judge Advocate, and for the 
“ more orderly proceedings of Courts Martial.” 


18. — From this, it is evidently intended, for the 
furtherance of ju^ie»; to all parties, that whoever is 
nominated to conduct the duty, whether he be a civi- 
lian or a military man, should in every respect be a 
qualified person ; thoroughly acquainted, not merely 
with the provisions of the Mutiny Act, the Articles 
of War, andjdegulations of Her Majesty’s service, but 
well instrudfcd in the*' Principles and Practice of 
Criminal Law, besides that of Military Courts, and 
the Customs of War; and in the East Indies, with all 
Regulations and Acts in force for the Administration 
of Justice in the ordinary Courts of Judicature. 

19. — Without an adequate degree of knowledge on 
all of the above-mentioned points, it is impossible for 
a Judge Advocate to direct and guide the members of 
a Court Martial in the right path, so that justice be 
duly administered, the proceedings of trials correctly 
and legally conducted, and the members of the Court 
protected from the penalties every member, including 
the Judge Advocate himself, is liable to, should the 
Court ( from not having a competent legal Adviser, 
through ignorance , or inadvertency) exceed its autho- 
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rity, in deviating from the established law of the 
land. 

20.— On this point, Tytler observes : — 

“ That in all matters touching the trial of crimes by Courts 
u Martial, wherever the military law is silent, the rules of the 
u common law of the land, to the benefit of which all British 
u subjects are entitled for the protection of life and liberty, must 
“ of necessity be resorted to: and every material deviation from 
u these rules, unless warranted by som^ express enactment of the 
“ military code, is, in fact, a punishable offence in the members 
<( of a Court Martial, who may be indicted for the same in the 
“ King’s ordinary courts. Hence arises the absolute necessity for 
“ some member of the Court being versant in the general doctrines 
“ of the law, in as far as they relate to the trial of crimes and the 
u weighing of evidence ; and the $#son to whom the Court is 
“ naturally to look for information of this kind is the Judge 
“ Advocate, who is either by profession a lawyer, or whose duty , 
u if he be not professionally such, is to instruct himself in the 
“ common law and practice of the ordinary courts in the trial of 
u crime/’ 

20£. — Major Adye truly remarks : — 

H A Judge Advocate, in order to do justice to the trust reposed 
“ in him, should, besides being thoroughly master of every par- 
u ticular relative to Martial Law, be well acquainted with the 
u Form of trials in Criminal Cases, where the King, whose Coun- 
u see he ts, is always a party concerned; and, in a great measure, 
** with the Municipal Laws of his country — Adye. 

21. — It is upwards of ten years ago, that the Com- 
ntander-in-Chief in India (Lord William Bentinck) 
remarked : — 

a That the duties of Judge Advocates are more important now 
“than they formerly were; for with the recently extended juris- 
u diction given to our military courts, a knowledge of law and 
“ practice becomes every day more necessar y, h — Hough. 

22. — Captain Simmons, alluding to tbe!02d Article 
of War, remarks, that 

“ A Court Martial exercising jurisdiction under this Article 
(i ceases to be influenced by the authorities which ordinarily 
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“ guide it. The Mutiny Act, the Articles cf War, the General 
“ Regulations of the Army, are no longer the text-books bywhich 
u to ascertain offence : they are only to be resorted to as affecting 
“ the constitution of the Court; the Article in question affording 
“ a general jurisdiction over all crimes punishable by,ths known 
“ laws of the land, and limiting the sentence in conformity o/* the 
" common and statute law of England : that is, — ^Courts Martial 
“ are bound to award such punishments only as are known to 
“ the laws of England, and to apply to each particular offence 
u the same punishment, both in kind and degree, that is applied 
“by the common or statute law of England;” — [Horse Guards* 
“ Circular , 12 th December , 1807.] “ It is therefore certain, that 

“ every British officer, to be prepared to meet the duty which fre- 
“ quently awaits him in foreign garrisons, ought to have such a 
“ general knowledge of thti^frfoainal laws of England as may 
" enable him, when r eqtriwi to dispense them, to make the 
“ distinction between crimes which the law recognises ; and, by 
“ being in some measure familiarized with the subject, to have 
" little difficulty in seeking for authorities to guide him in pai^ 
" ticular cases, or of profitably using those which a Judge 
“ Advocate may bring to his notice.*’ — Simmons . 

23. — If, m. Captain Simmons observes, every 
British officer should be prepared to meet this duty, 
how far more incumbent and indispensable it is that 
a Judge Advocate should be thoroughly instructed in 
such matters ; for, as the Regulations more particu- 
larly call on officers to acquire a knowledge of mill- 
tary law, there are few who study the law relative to 
criminal offences, which chance alone requires them 
to be proficient in; and it is a well-known that 
on the generality of trials for civil offences, both 
European and Native Courts Martial are obliged to 
rely in a great measure on the competency of the 
Judge Advocate for advice and assistance in conduct- 
ing their proceedings ; and it is impossible to con- 
ceive the mischief which may result, under such cir- 
cumstances* if he is incompetent* 
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, \ 

*, 24.-— General Kennedy observes, that, 

“ In investigation of criminal offences by military officers 

“ unacqAinted with criminal law, unless the utmost precaution 
“ he wsed, there is too much probability that the sentences of 
“ CourtS'MaJfial will (not unfrequently be altogether illegal, and 
■w that prisoners may, in consequence, be subjected to punish- 
“ — even to capital punishment — although such sentences 
“ vretre not s^nghoned by law.” — Kennedy. 

25. — In such case^ however, thcconfirming autho- 
rity has the .ptjpgr to prevent an illegal sentence 
heing carried into execution; — but, on the other 
hand> the State may suffer bv having one returned 
to. the ranks of the army wnb has been clearly 
found guilty of infringing ’its laws, and whose 
escape from merited punishment arose solely from 
the incompetency of those appointed to conduct the 

— It is to obviate the possibility of such 
rences, that Judge Advocates are appointed ; “ that 
there may not in any case he a failure pf justice that 

irregularities' and illegalities may be checked; and 
that the proper mode ^of protfedur% throughout all 
trials for ciftl offehces^may be brought to the notice 
of Courts Martial by a competent person: — all of 
which clearly .shows how really indispensable it is 
that the officer appointed^ to execute the office of 
Judge Advocate should be thoroughly instructed in 
the statute law 'of England ; and in tb$ JEast Indies 
-with every regulation and act in force for the ordi- 
nary Courts of Judicature. . - * ♦ 

27. — But it must be equally evident, that, however 
Well informed a Judge Advocate may be in the com- 
mon law and practice of the ordrrtary Courts in the 
trial of crime, he 
duties of a soldier. 
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l > 

affairs, and with the customs of war. Sir C. J. Napiet 
says, that 

* 

“No man should hold this appointment till after a certain, 

“ length of service as a regimental officer, and he should go 
“ through a strict examination as to his knowledge of military 
“ law, and the practice of military courts : — an officer *weU 4n- 
“ structed in social law is, indeed, now necessary ; fo% unless 
“ the military courts have some such Te&f0ns&le officer, they must 
“ assemble in bodily fear.” . * ’ 

S •* j 

28. —* Now, with reference to this responsible qfficer $ 
Major 
their 

Military Law: — “ that the Judge Advocate, is' not re- 
sponsible to any Court of Justice for the opinion he may 
give;” but if this was intended by the Legislature, 

wherefore is the word (e Minister^ inserted in the 

* * 

76th sec. of Mutiny Act, 1843;— *>as afeoHu the 56th 
sec. of the Mutiny * Act for the Honourable East 
India Company’s forces ?— T . 

V, ' 

“ That every action against any person for any thing to be done 
“ in pursuance of thif act, or against any mejnber or Minister' of ' 
“ a Court Martial in respect of any sentence o sftch court, or 

of any thing done by virtue or in pittance of such sentence, 
“shall be brought in some of the Courts of Record at Westmin- 
“ ster, or in Dublin, or the Court of Season in Scotland, and in ^ 

no other court whatsoever.” 

* * 

29. — 'General Kennedy observes; — 

* «*«■ 1* «. * 

“ The term Minister "of a Court Martial, used in both Acts in 
“ contradistinction to member, can apply to no person but the 
“ Judge Advocate. Caplin Sigmons therefore is wrong in 
“stating, thaj the Judge Advocate is not responsible t^any 
“ Court of Justice for the opinion which be way give $ for it is . 
“ hence evident that h£ls equally responsible in damages to the 
“ party injured, as each individual member of the court is 
Kennedy* . * 


Adye and Captain Simmons have expressed 
>pinion in opfiosition to all other writers on 
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,30. — General the Honourable Sir H. Fane, when 
Commander-in-Chief in India, issued a general 
order on 25th July, 1836, in which he expressly 
told the" army there were authorities (meaning De- 
puty Judge Advocates) in every military division, 
” who were responsible for the decision they gave;” and 
the Madras Regulations are equally explicit on this 
point. — [ Vide Chap. VT. Pars. 1, and 7.] 


31. — There can be* no doubt, from the above-quoted 

extracts from the 76th and 56th sections of the two 
Mutiny Acts, that if a Judge Advocate should mislead 
a Court Martial by counsel which is contrary to law, 
and from which the Court is induced to act illegally, 
he is equally responsible to a Court of Justice as 
he is tot his military superiors, for the opinion he 
may givjp : and this further points out the vast im- 
portance it is to himself, individually , to be fully com- 
petent in every respect to be able to give sound 
and correct advice whenever he^hy be consulted, 
whether the subject relates either to criminal or mili- 
tary matters* . * 

32. — General Kennedy observes, that, 


(i In the East Indies, a knowledge of the principles and prac- 
M tice of military law is not the only qualification required ; but, 
“ on account of the jurisdiction of Courts Martial having been 
u extended to criminal offences, it has now become indispensable 
44 that Judge Advocates should there be also competently ac- 
44 quainted with the principles and practice of criminal law. 
a A few books, however, judiciously selected , and attentively read 
“ and considered , are sufficient for acquiring a theoretical know- 
44 ledge of both military and criminal law to the necessary extent; 
44 but nojthing but practice and experience can enable any one to 
4 44 perform, with correctness and ability, the duties of a Judge 
14 Advocate at a Court Martial ; for it too frequently happens 
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“ that the Judge Advocate, instead of receiving assistance and 
“ information from the members, has to contend with opposition 
u and ignorance; and that his attention is withdrawn from the 
“ proper conducting of the trial by groundless objections, and 
“ irrelevant, too often angry, discussions. Before, therefore, any 
(< officer undertakes the duties of such a situation, he should be 
u certain that his acquaintance with them is at least sufficient for 
“ the occasion, and that he can rely upon his own self-command , 
u and upon his capability of properly performing them, although 
“ subject to continual interruption both parties and the 

“ Court." 

33. — But whatever the qualifications of a Judge 
Advocate may be, the following points should be im- 
pressed on his mind when conducting the proceed- 
ings of a General Court Martial, viz. : — 

“That Justice is the object for which a Court Martial is con- 
“ vened and the Judge Advocate appointed.” — Simmons . 

“That the great principle of a Military Court is honour; — a 
“conscientious adherence to substantial justice." — Sir C. 
J . Napier . 

“ That the business #f €5ourt$ Martial is not to discuss points 
“of law, but to get at the truth by all the means in their 

“ That a Judge Advocate is the mainspring of a 'Court Martial : 
“ — that on him the Court depends for information concern* 
“ ing the legality as well as the regularity of their pro* 

“ ceedings ; — and if iie errs all may go wrong T—Adye, 

■* 

* 

34. — It must not, however, be supposed, that to 
conduct the proceedings of a General Court Martial 
is the “ ne plies ultra” of a J udge Advocate’s duty in 
the East Indies ; for, highly responsible as that duty 
is, there are others of an equally important nature 
which demand, not only a competent knowledge of 
law, military regulations, and customs, but assi- 
duity, and the most careful attention in their per* 
formance. 

35. — In giving advice on all matters connected 

* c 2 
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with the administration of military law, in the 
supervision of the proceedings of General and Minor 
Courts Martial, thje Judge Advocate is the adviser of 
Government, the Comtnander-in-Chief, the offi- 
cers commanding divisions, and, under their autho- 
rity and instruction, of all inferior commandants. 
No breach of discipline, nor the slightest infraction 
of military law, cah oecpr without the J udge Advo- 
cate being liable to be called on for advice ; no trial 
of any description can take place without his opinion 
on the merits of the case being required, and whether 
established form, regularity; and legality of procedure 
have been carefully! observed, 

36. — When it is considered that the maintenance 
of discipline and social order in the army in all such 
cases principally depends on his judgment, how in- 
cumbent is it that a Judge Advocate, previously to 
offering an opinion, or to framing a report, should 
carefully examine the documentary and all other evi- 
dence placed at his disposal, and take into considera- 
tion every circumstance connected with the case 
regarding which he is called on to report : and fur- 
ther, how necessary it is, that he should possess 
qualifications to enable him, on the examination of 
Court Martial proceedings, to detect errors and ille- 
galities, and to point out the correct mode of proce- 
dure in all cases: — in short, a Judge Advocate, when 
consulted, should be fully capable of giving sound 
advice under all circumstances, and on any point re- 
lating either to criminal offence or to infractions of 
military law \ for th^ slightest neglect or ignorance 
on his part, or even inattention to any of the above- 
mentioned duties, is liable to mislead those who look 
up to him for advio|, as the law officer of the army 
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or division ; — and it is impossible to conceive the in- 
finite injury and mischief which the careless perform- 
ance of these duties may be to discipline, and per- 
haps injustice to the individual most interested in the 
result of his opinion. 

37. — Independent of all other qualifications, a 
Judge Advocate in the East Indies should be suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the native languages to be 
capable of judging if the inti^retation of the charges, 
evidence, and all other points which are requisite 
to be explained in the native language on native 
Courts Martial, are correctly conveyed to the several 
parties; for if he is not R^ood' linguist, the object 
of his appointment ( to obviate a failure of justice) will 
be defeated. 

38. — It is true an officer is always nominated by 
authority to perform the duty of interpreter, and the 
Judge Advocate is very properly prohibited from 
acting as such on the Court Martial, the proceedings 
of which he is conducting. — [ Vide Pars. 1, 3, 4, 5, 
Chap, x.] Yet it must be admitted, that, on the trial 
of a native on which the Court, witnesses, and pri- 
soner are all natives, the proceedings cannot be satis- 
factorily conducted if the Judge Advocate is ignorant 
of the language of all parties. 

39. — It may happen that a question, answer, or 
any other point is casually misconstrued, or misunder- 
stood, or an error of interpretation may, by chance or 
inadvertency, occur; any of which circumstances, 
though of a seemingly trivial nature, may neverthe- 
less prove the cause of injustice, and be passed over, 
if the Judge Advocate, ignorant of the language in 
which they are expressed, is unaware of their import 

c 3 
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or meaning ; and though it would be highly irregular 
and incorrect for a Judge Advocate to interfere with 
the duties of the interpreter, yet it is as much his 
duty to point out to that officer any thing that may 
appear to him to be incorrect, as it is his duty to bring 
to the notice of the Court any deviation on their 
part from established law and rules. 

40. — In conclusion, — a Judge Advocate should be 
well instructed in, and familiar with, u The Annual 
Mutiny Act and Articles of War for the Queen's Troops :" 

The General Regulations and Orders for Her Ma- 
jesty's Army :" — <c The Statute Law of England :" — 
“ The Mutiny Act and Articles of War for the Honour- 
able East India. Company's European Troops , 1841:” 
— u The Articles of War for the Honourable East India 
Company's Native Troops:" — “ The General Military 
Regulations of each Presidency in India :" — “ The several 
Acts for the Administration of Criminal Justice in India:" 
— t( The Penal Regulations or Acts passed by the Go- 
vernment of India:" — (i The Penal Regulations of each 
Local Government :" — u The General Orders issued from 
Horse Guards" by the Government , and “ Commander- 
in- Chief of the three Presidencies of Bengal , Madras , 
and Bombay :" — for not a day passes that he is not 
liable to have occasion to refer to some of the above 
official and established rules for guidance in the per- 
formance of his duties. But as the above-mentioned 


books, &c., voluminous as they arc, do not contain all 
that is requisite for a Judge Advocate to be acquainted 
with, and as he is called on “ to do and perform such 
other matters and things which to the said office of Judge 
Advocate now doth or usually hath appertained" or, in 
other words, to act according to custom and practice, 
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he must have recourse to the treatises and works 
of Kennedy, Simmons, Napier, Hough, and other 
writers on Military Law, and on the Practice of 
Courts Martial, for information on the numerous 
points, regarding which not any official mode of 
procedure has been laid down or established by 
authority. 
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CHAPTER II. 

DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE PREVIOUS TO THE 
ASSEMBLY OF A GENERAL COURT MARTIAL. 

1 . — The orders directing the assembly of a General 
Court Martial having issued, and a copy of them 
transmitted to the Judge Advocate nominated to 
conduct the proceedings, together with such in- 
structions as may be considered necessary for his 
guidance, — 

“ It is the peculiar province of the Judge Advocate to summon 
lt every person whose testimony is, in any shape, necessary to the 
u prosecution or defence; and the Commander-m-Chief directs, 
“ that in all cases where a Court of Inquiry has been held, the 
“ proceedings shall be submitted to the Judge Advocate pre- 
“ viously to a General Court Martial being ordered to assemble, 
u and the Judge Advocate is held responsible that all witnesses 
u whose names appear in the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, 
u and whose evidence is necessary to the trial, shall be duly sutn- 
“ moned and properly examined .” — Bengal Military Regu- 
lations. 

2. — If there has been no Court of Inquiry, the Judge Advo- 
“ cate being furnished with the articles of accusation or charge, 
“ on which he is to prosecute, must, from the information of the 
“ accuser, instruct himself in all the circumstances of the ease, 
4< and by what evidence the whole particulars are to be proved 
a against the prisoner; of these it is proper, that he should 
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" prepare, in writing, a short anlaysis or plan for his own regu- 
lation in the conduct of the trial and examination of the wit - 
" nesses.” — Bengal Military Regulations . 

3. — " Where the Deputy Judge Advocate has the task dele- 
" gated to him of arranging a prosecution on grounds defined for 
"him by higher authority, it is strictly his function to inquire 
" what persons have knowledge of the facts in issue, and to what 
" particulars each of these individuals can bear testimony, so that 
" he may not unnecessarily waste the time of the Court by 
" adducing witnesses collected at random, who may prove 
" wholly incompetent to furnish any information*” — G . 0. C. C. 
in India , Marquis of Hastings, Wth Nov. 1318. 

4. — A Judge Advocate, on receiving instructions 
to conduct a trial, should immediately ascertain if a 
copy of the charges on which the prisoner is to be 
arraigned has been transmitted to him. On this 
point. Captain Simmon states : — 

"It is customary for the officiating Judge Advocate to furnish 
" the accused with a copy of the charge to be preferred against 
" him some time before the trial, or at all events to ascertain that 
" it has been transmitted 

5. — Major Hough observes, that 

"All writers on Military Law state, that it is usual to furnish 
" the prisoner with a copy of the charges upon which he is to be 
" tried also, " that it is not only proper to give a copy of the 
" charge, but advantageous. With regard to the private soldier, 
"whose witnesses are generally in the barracks, if a copy be 
" given a day before, it is enough. In the case of an officer, 
" whose witnesses may be at a distance, the sooner a copy can be 
" given the better; and it would, in any case, be highly improper 
" to refuse to give a copy, which the custom of the army and the 
" regulations of the navy concede to the prisoner.” 

6. — " Although a prisoner cannot legally demand a copy of the 
" charge on which he is to be tried, or object to any difference* 
" which may appear in it, he ought nevertheless, to be furnished 
" with one as early as possible ; and also to be made acquainted 
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“ with whatever alterations may be subsequently made. — Bombay 
Military Regulations. 

7. — In the East Indies, it ic usual, when the order 

for the assembly of the General Court Martial is 
issued, for the Assistant Adjutant-General of the divi- 
sion, or the station Staff Officer where the prisoner 
is residing, to furnish him, through his commanding 
officer, with a copy of the charges on which he is to 
be arraigned ; but the Judge Advocate who is directed 
to conduct the trial should invariably ascertain that 
the prisoner has had a copy of the charges trans- 
mitted to him. . , 

) * 

8. — Having ascertained that the prisoner has re- 
ceived a copy of the charges preferred against him, 
the Judge Advocate should immediately address let- 
ters of the following import both to the prosecutor 
and prisoner; and on receiving the names of the 
several witnesses required for the prosecution and 
defence, issue a summons to each individual. The 
summons should be sent to the Staff Officer of the 
station where the witness is residing, and by him to 
the head of the •department, or the commanding 
officer of the regiment, to which the witness belongs ; 
by which arrangement it is known to all parties 
when the services of the several witnesses are re- 
quired. 

9. — Letter to prosecutor. 

Camp at , — January, 1844. 

To 

Sir, — Having received instructions., to conduct the 
proceedings of the General Court Martial ordered to 

assemble on , the — instant, and before which 

is directed to appear for trial, I have the 
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honour to request you will favour me at your earliest 
convenience with a list of the witnesses you require me to 
summon in support of the prosecution. 

I have the honour to be, &c. fyc. 

, Deputy Judge Advocate . 

10. — Letter to prisoner. 

Ca/np at , — January , 1844. 

To 

Sir, — Having received instructions to conduct the 
proceedings of the General Court Martial ordered to 
assemble on rr: — , the — instant, and before which you 
have been directed to appear for trial, / have the 
honour to request yon will favour me at your earliest 
convenience, with a list of the witnesses you require me 
to summon on your behalf for your defence. 

I have tke honour to be , fyc. #c. 

— ■ , Deputy Judge Advocate. 

11. — Letter to the station staff, with the summons. 

Camp at , January , 1844. 

To the Major of Brigade, 
at , 

Sir, — I do myself the honour to transmit the accom- 
panying summons for the officers] non-commissioned 
officers, and privates therein named, and to request you 
will be good enough to have them forwarded to the re- 
spective parties . 

I have the honour to be, fyc. fyc. 

— , Deputy Judge Advocate . 

12. — “ If either of the parties wish for the evidence of a person 
“ in a civil capacity, he may either summon him himself, or 

“ obtain a reguRft summons from the Judge Advocate.’' 

Kennedy . 

4 

13. — “ There is no specific form of summons to civil witnesses 
u down either in the Mutiny Act or Articles of War ; but it 
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u i3 essential that this document, in whatever terms prepared, 
w should be drawn up with the greatest care and precision, 
** otherwise the object of the Legislature, in providing a penalty 
i( for the non-observance of the summons, will be wholly de- 
“ feated. The following will be found applicable in most eases.” 
— General D' Aguilar. 

14. — Form of a summons to a civil witness. — Gen . 
& Aguilar. 

. Whereas a General Court Martial has been ordered 

to assemble at , on , the — day of ,for 

the trial of , of the — Regiment ; and 

whei eas it has been stated to me, that your evidence will 
be material on the part of the prosecution (or defence), 
by the power and authority in me vested , 1 hereby 
order you personally to appear before the said Court , on 

the — day of , at — o'clock, and to attend from 

day to day until you shall be duly discharged . Fail 
not 7 your peril. 

Given under my hand and seal , at 
this — day of , 1844. 

, Deputy Judge Advocate . 

To , Esq, 

15. — Form of a summons to a military witness. 

Camp at , January, 1844. 

To 

Sir , — Your evidence being required on the part of 

the prosecution (or the defence), on the trial of 

I do hereby summon you to attend accordingly , as a 
witness at a General Court Martial ordered to assemble 

at — o'clock, on , the — day of January, 1844, 

at . 

i have the honour to be, Sfc. 

, Deputy Judge Advocate. 
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— When a non-commissioned officer or private 
is to be tried, the Judge Advocate should ascertain, 
through the adjutant of the prisoner’s regiment, that 
he has received a copy of charges preferred against 
him ; that all witnesses for the prosecution and de- 
fence have been duly warned; and that the prisoner 
has been informed that his previous convictions will be 
brought in evidence against him, and inquiries made 
as to his general character . 

17 . — a Whenever charges are preferred against a native officer 
u or sepoy, or other native of India, subject to military law, a 
a certified translation thereof is to be prepared without delay, and 
“ the same read and delivered to the prisoner, in the presence of 
u the commanding officer of the regiment, station, detachment, or 
“ guard, as the case may be/’ — Madras Military Regulations. 

18. — A copy of the charges against natives should 
be sent by the Judge Advocate to the officer ordered 
to officiate as interpreter at the General Native Court 
Martial, some days previous to the assembly of the 
Court; to enable the interpreter to prepare a trans- 
lation of the charges before coming into Court. 

19. — General Kennedy says : — 

“ It is not requisite that the prisoner should be furnished with 
li the names and designations of the witnesses on the part of the 
u prosecution, nor the prosecutor with those on the part of the 
“ defence 

And quotes (which Captain Simmons also does) the 
following opinion of Sir C. Morgan : — 

“ I have never understood it to be the duty of a Judge 
“ Advocate, in all cases , to furnish a prisoner, previous to the trial, 

“ with the names and designations of the witnesses by whose tes- 
“ timony any act objected against him is expected to be proved ; 
M nor, on the other hand, do I consider that it is requisite for the 
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“ prisoner to furnish the Judge Advocate with the names of any 
“ other witnesses than those whom he wishes to be officially 
u summoned, although such communication might possibly, in 
H some instances, lead to inconvenience on eifher side/ 7 

' t 

n 

20. — Major Hough says : — 

u In the Bengal army it is directed, in G. O. C. C., 23rd Sep- 
i( tember, 1826, that a list of witnesses for the prosecution should, 
“ in all practicable cases, be given to the prisoner; but where a 
“ prisoner demanded it as a right, the refusal of the Judge 
“ Advocate was approved of, G.O.C.C. 13th August, 1828.”— 
Bengal General Orders . 

21. — Captain Simmons says: — 

u Unless there were some sufficient reason to justify its being 
tl withheld, it would not be in accordance with the existing prac- 
u tice of the service to refuse the prisoner a list of the witnesses 
“ for the prosecution ; the almost universal custom is to give it 
u as a matter of course. In the case of a soldier, the names of 
4< the witnesses for the prosecution are generally mentioned in the 
“ copy of the charge which is furnished to him when he receives 
“ notice of trial ; at which time he is also asked what witnesses 
o for the defence he wishes warned to attend the Court Mar- 
“ tial/’ 

22. — “ The prisoner,” Captain Simmons also observes, u has 
“ no case the right to demand a list of the prosecutor's 
“ witnesses ; and, on a reference to the Judge Advocate General’s 
“ office, an officiating Judge Advocate was strongly advised not 
“ to furnish the prosecutor with a list of witnesses for the 
“ defence, a request to that effect being unusual/’ 

23. —“ In criminal proceedings, it is the practice to place the 
M names of all witnesses for the prosecution on the back of the 
“ indictment, but it does not prevent the prosecution from calling 
“ other witnesses ; indeed, it is only absolutely necessary to put 
“ the names of such witnesses ou the back of the indictment as 
“ may be sufficient to induce the Grand Jury to find the bill, as 

“ they examine only such witnesses as are endorsed on the 

indictment/’ — Simmons . 
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24. — Captain Simmons also observes : — * 

“ On the assembling of the Court, a list of witnesses on the 
“ part of the prosecution and defence is sometimes laid on the 
“table: it is not however enjoined, nor will a deviation from 
“ this custom exclude either party from the production of any 
“ witnesses not comprehended in the list/' — Simmons . 

25. — General Kennedy says: — 

“ It has become a general practice for the Judge Advocate, on 
“ the meeting of the Court, to lay before it the lists of witnesses 
“ which he has received from tb^0prosecutor and the prisoner, 
“ and they thus become equally known to the parties. Hence 
“ has arisen an opinioji^which is entertained by some officers, 
“ that the parties canri^^roduce at the any other witnesses 
“ than those whose names are cot^o^d*^ in these lists : an 
“ opinion which is entirely erroneous, these lists are merely 
“ called for in order to ensure the attendance of the military 
“ witnesses, and to provide for the regular performance of duty 
“ in their^espective corps and departments during their absence 
“S0f*the Court Martial; they also obviate the inconvenience 
“ which results from a witness being a member of the Court [for 
“ it is no sooner known that an officer ordered on Court Martial 
“ is required as a witness than he is relieved from other duty ; 
“ and it is thus that a prisoner frequently prevents an officer to 
“ whom he has objections from sitting on his Court Martial, by 
“ including his name in the list of evidences]. But they in no 
“ manner preclude either of the parties from producing, as long 
“ as his case remains unclosed, such witnesses as he may think 
“ necessary ; for, although these may have been in Court during 
“ all the preceding part of the trial, the Court cannot legally 
“ refuse to receive their evidence. As this, however, infringes on 
“ the established mode of examining witnesses at Courts Martial 
“ out of the hearing of each other, such evidence loses much of 
“ the weight to which it would have been otherwise entitled ; and 
“it is therefore most expedient, in all cases, that the list of wit- 
** nesses furnished to the Judge Advocate should contain the 
“ names of every witness* whom the parties intend to call.” — 
Kennedy , 


# D 2 
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26. — If the prisoner be a non-commissioned officer 
or private, the surgeon of his regiment must transmit 
to the Judge Advocate, on the morning the trial is to 
take place, a certificate of the following import [vide 
par. 7, Chapter 2] : — 

I certify that No, — , private Company 

Regiment is in a good state of health, and fit to undergo 
corporal punishment or imprisonment, solitary or other- 
wise, and with or without hard labour. Or as the case 
may be. 

Signed 

Surgeon, Regiment. 
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CHAPTER III. 

DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AT A GENERAL 

COURT MARTIAL. 


" The great principle of a Military Court is honour ;—a conscientious 
u adherence to substantial justice — Sir C. J. Napier. 

1. — u General Courts Martial are attended either by the Judge 
“ Advocate General appointed under the sign-manual ; by a 
44 Judge Advocate, also appointed by commission from the Crown ; 
44 by a Deputy Judge Advocate, acting by deputation under the 
44 hand and seal of the Judge Advocate General; or by a person 
44 appointed to execute the office of Judge Advocate at such 
44 General Courts Martial as may be convened by General Officers 
44 commanding forces abroad.” — Simmons. 

2. — “ The presence and assistance of an officiating Judge 
“Advocate duly appointed is essential to the jurisdiction of a 
44 General Court Martial [ a General Court Martial assembled at 
44 Portsmouth, in 1839, sentenced a soldier of the 8th Regiment to 
44 be transported for a term of seven pears. It appeared that the 
44 officer officiating as Judge Advocate on the trial had not been 
44 duly appointed or deputed , in consequence of which the prisoner 
44 was released , and the punishment remitted , though his conduct had 
44 been grossly insubordinate , and his character invcterably bad ]” — 
Simmons. 

3. — “ A Judge Advocate appears at a Court Martial in three 
“ distinct characters : — First , As an Officer of the Court, for the 
44 purpose of recording its proceedings, and administering the 
44 requisite oaths : — Secondly, As the adviser of the Court in mat- 
44 ters of form and law: — Thirdly , As Public Prosecutor. In the 
w first of these characters he is of course subject to the orders of 

# d3 ' 
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“ the Court, who may direct their proceedings to be conducted 
“ and recorded in any manner which they think proper ; but in 
“ the other two characters the Court can exercise no control 
“ whatever over the Judge Advocate, as in the performance of 
“ those duties he must be allowed to act according to his own 
“judgment and discretion.” — Kennedy. 

4. — Captain Simmons also observes : — 

“ The duties of an officiating Judge Advocate are various and 
“ important. He registers and records all the acts of the Court 
“ and all oral evidence, as near as may be in the very words of 
“the witness; he notes the hour of assembly and adjournment; 
“ and generally all incidental occurrences, particularly the clearing 
u of the Court, the cause thereof, and, where interlocutory judg- 
“ ments are given, the decision : the Judge Advocate advises the 
M Court on points of Law, Custom, and of Form, and invites 
“ their attention to any deviation therefrom.” — Sirtimons. 

5. — “ The Judge Advocate General, or his Deputy, cannot on 
“ any grounds be challenged, as he acts at a General Court; Mar- 
“ tial on behalf of the Crown.” — Military Regulations, Kennedy , 
Simmons, and others. 

6. — “ The absence of the Judge Advocate will not invalidate 
“ the proceedings: a deputy may be appointed by the Judge 
“ Advocate General, or by the officer empowered to convene Courts 
“ Martial, where the warrant for the purpose includes the power 
“ to appoint a Deputy Judge Advocate. Such person appointed 
“ to officiate as Judge Advocate must obviously be sworn, and it 
“ must be entered on the face of the proceedings, that his warrant 
“ has been read in Court. The reasons which debar the return 
“ of a member absent during the reception of evidence do not 
w apply to the Judge Advocate ; he may resume his duties at any 
“ moment.” — Simmons. 

7. — With respect to how far a Judge Advocate is 
required to assist a prisoner at a General Court 
Martial, General Kennedy observes : — 

“ It is expected that the Judge Advocate, if consulted by either 
“ a private prosecutor, or by the prisoner, should give him the best 
“ information and advice in his power; but an opinion which 
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u was long prevalent in the army, that it was the official duty of 
u the Judge Advocate to assist the prisoner in the conduct of his 
“ defence , appears to he no longer maintained. To affording him, 
“ however, such assistance , if requested as a favour , I suppose no 
“ Judge Advocate would ever object ; and if a prisoner therefore 
“ wishes to avail himself of it, he is merely to make the requi- 
“ site application, which will no doubt be complied with. It is, 
u however, to be observed, that the Judge Advocate ought not for 
u a moment to forget his duty as prosecutor ; and though he 
u ought on the defence, as well as at all other times, to restrain the 
“ prisoner from advancing anything which might criminate himself, 
" or prejudice his case, he is still bound, by the cross-examination 
u of the prisoner’s witnesses, to give every effect to the prose- 
“ cution. In Court, therefore, it is not in the power of the 
u Judge Advocate to afford the prisoner any effectual assistance, 
" for there he could neither advise him, nor frame questions for 
u him, nor cross-examine the prosecutor’s witnesses, which acts 
“ could alone be of any essential benefit to the prisoner ; but on i 
“ of Court there can be no impropriety in the Judge Advocate 
“ pointing out to a prisoner the manner in which he might best 
“ conduct his defence for him. A defence, however, cannot be 
** made without a knowledge of the circumstances of the case, 
u and it would therefore seldom be prudent for the prisoner to 
“ acquaint the Judge Advocate w ? ith the real nature of the trans- 
“ action alleged in the charge, or to disclose to him the grounds 
u upon which he intended to rest his exculpation. A prisoner, 
u however, may give to the Judge Advocate a memorandum of 
“ the points on which he wishes his own witnesses to be examined, 
“ and the opposite party cross-examined, or a list of questions to 
“ the same effect, and request him to put only such interrogatories 
“ to the witnesses as he thinks necessary, and to frame the 
“ questions in his own words — “ with such a request/' General 
Kennedy observes , “he complied with on two or three occasions, 
“ and his doing so did not at all interfere with the performance 
“ of his other duties.'’ — Kennedy. 

8. — At General Whitelock’s trial, in 1808, the 
Judge Advocate General, the Right lion. Mr. R. 
Ryder, observed ; — 



32 


DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE 


“ The only assistance which it is in the power of the Judge 
£< Advocate to give, in any case , is, on the one hand, by shaping 
“ any questions, which the party accused has to put, in legal 
“ form ; by solving any difficulty as to the relevancy of the facts 
£< adduced, either by the prosecutor, or by himself; and taking 
u care, on the other, that no illegal evidence is adduced against 
“ him.” 


9. — Captain Simmons remarks, that 

“ It is generally understood that the parties before the Court 
u have a right to the opinion of the Judge Advocate either mor 
i( out of Court, on any given question of law arising out of the 
u proceedings” — Simmons. 

10. — It is the duty of the Judge Advocate 

“ To take care that the prisoner shall not suffer from a want of 
u knowledge of the law, or from a deficiency of experience or 
“ ability to elicit from witnesses, or to develope by the testimony, 
“ which in the course of the trial may present itself, a full state- 
u ment of the facts of the case as bearing on the defence; to this 
“ extent the Court Martial and the Judge Advocate are bound, it 
“ is conceived, to offer their advice to the prisoner. Justice is 
a the object for which the Court is convened, and the Judge 
“ Advocate appointed : to this aim all their inquiries and attention 
u ought to be directed ; and if, in the prosecution of the design, the 
“ prisoner should be benefited, the efforts of the Court, or of the 
44 Judge Advocate, will have been satisfactorily and legitimately 
“ exerted.”-— Simmons. 

11. — « The Judge Advocate should give every reasonable as- 
“ sistance to the prisoner in his defence, either in point of law or 
“ of justice ; — it is his duty that the proof, both on the part of the 
“ Crown and the prisoner, should be properly laid before the 
“ Court, and where any doubtful point may arise, he should 
“ rather incline to the part of the prisoner; and nothing should 
44 induce him to omit any circumstances in the minutes of the 
H proceedings that may have a tendency to palliate the charges 
44 against the party accused.” — M { Arthur. 

12. — Major Hough mentions, that 
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“ An officer officiating as Judge Advocate once asked the 
u Judge Advocate General (of the Bengal Army), if he might 
a speak to the prisoner before trial, the reply was : — I do not 
u conceive there is any objection to your acceding to the desire 
u of a prisoner , to attend him previously to trial , if any good 
** can result Major Hough adds : — u He conceives great 
u good may often result, particularly in the case of a private 
u soldier : the Judge Advocate is more free from bias, it may be 
“ supposed, than any other person. And in the case of an officer, 
“ particularly where the Judge Advocate is not prosecutor, he 
“ may be looked on in the light of a moderator. If he is prose- 
“ cutor, even his advice may be of more use than that of even a 
a friend, who would naturally take only one view of the case, — 
that in favour of the accused/’ — Hough . 
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CHAPTER IV. 

DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AS AN OFFICER OF 
A GENERAL COURT MARTIAL. 


“ Jn recording, the proceedings of a General Court Martial, and in ad- 
** ministering the requisite Oaths , the Judge Advocate is subject to the 
“ orders of the Court."— Kennedy. 

** A Judge Advocate is the mainspring of a Court Martial ; — on Mm the 
*' Court depends for information concerning the Legality as well as the 
“ Regularity of their proceedings : — if he errs all may go wrong , M — * 
Adye. 


1. — “ As officer of the Court, the Judge Advocate reads the 
" warrants constituting it, administers the requisite oaths, arraigns 
u the prisoner, and puts the questions to the witnesses ; during 
u the trial also, it is his duty to take down in writing the deposi- 
“ tions of the several witnesses ; and although this may appear to 
“ be a matter of little importance, still the correctness of the pro- 
“ ceedings, and the expediting of the trial, depend much on the 
“ quickness and precision with which the Judge Advocate performs 
u this seemingly unimportant part of his duty/’ — Kennedy . 

2. — “ The proceedings of all General Courts Martial are 
“reduced to writing by the officiating Judge Advocate/ 7 — Sim- 

3. — ** The President is held strictly responsible that the pro- 
“ ceedings are written in a clear and legible hand, without 
“ erasures or interlineations ; the pages of the minutes are to be 
“ numbered, and the sheets, when more than one, are to be stitched 
“ together, and made up separately, upon each trial.”— Her Ma- 
jesty's Regulations and Orders . 

4. — In the heading of the proceedings, it must 
invariably be stated by what authority the Court is 
assembled, thus: — 
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At a {Native) General Court Martial , holden at 

on Monday the First day of 

One Thousand Eiyht Hundred and Forty- 
Four, by virtue of a Warrant under the hand 
and seal of His Excellency Lieutenant-General 
, Commander-in- Chief of Her Ma- 
jesty's and the lion . East India Company * 
Forces, serviny under the Presidency of . 

5. — “ The names of the members are registered on the proeeed- 
“ ings according to seniority, and the regiment of each is inva- 
“ riably to be annexed to his name, and if on the Staff, his rank 
“ and situation are to be distinctly stated.” — Simmons. 

The name of the Judge Advocate conducting the 
proceedings must be inserted at the bottom of the 
list 

6. — The dates of the commissions of the several 
members having been sent to the Judge Advocate 
some days previous to that on which the Court is 
held, he is enabled to register their names according 
to seniority, and to prepare the heading of the pro- 
ceedings before coming into Court; — this should 
always be done, as it saves much time, and greatly 
expedites the business of the Court. 

7. — The officers nominated to compose a Gene- 
ral Court Martial having assembled at the place and 
time appointed in orders, the Judge Advocate stands 
up and calls over their names; — each member, on 
answering to his name, takes his seat on either side 
of the President according to his rank. 

8. — The arrangement of the officers composing a 
General Court Martial, agreeably to the plan in the 
plate at the commencement of this volume, will 
be found most convenient, as it brings directly before 
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the whole Court all parties who are allowed to 
address it. The Judge Advocate sits opposite to 
the President ; the interpreter a little to the right, 
and the witness on the left of the Judge Advocate : 
the prosecutor and prisoner, a short distance be- 
hind the Judge Advocate, should each have a small 
table to enable them, or their Counsel or friends, 
to write upon ; but none of the parties should sit 
with their backs to the Court : — the public, military 
and civilians, take their seats around the room at a 
short distance from the Court. 

9. — The Court being formed, the prisoner is 
called before it by name, which circumstance the 
Judge Advocate thus records on the proceeding : — 

Captain of the Regiment , 

appears as prisoner before the Court . 

Or, 

No. private in the Regiment , 

is called into Court. 

10. — “ When an officer is tried he is allowed a chair; this is 
“ rarely the case when a private soldier is brought before a Court 
“ Martial; to make such a difference is wrong, and should be 
“ abolished by all Presidents of Courts Martial. Why should a 
“ man be kept on his legs from eight o'clock in the morning till 
“ four in the afternoon ? This is hard upon him under such un~ 
“ fortunate circumstances even if he be strong ; if he be a weak 
“ and agitated man, as many are- it is cruel/’ — Sir Charles J . Napier. 

11. — The Judge Advocate should ask the permis- 
sion of the President that the prisoner may be 
allowed a chair, in the case of non-commissioned officers 
and privates : — an officer asks permission for himself. 
A prisoner, however, must in all cases stand up when 
the charges are read , or whenever he proposes a ques - 
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don, or addresses the Court. Witnesses also are re- 
quested to take a seat on coming into Cou % hut 
must stand up to be sworn in, and when giving 
their evidence, or when answering any question put 
to them. 

12. — The Judge Advocate stands up and reads 
the following documents : — 

1st. — The General Order directing the assembhj 
of the Court . 

2ndly. — The Division Ordei directing , in obe- 
dience to the above G. O., the Court Martial to be 
held at such an hour , day , and glace, naming 
also the officers who are to compose the Court , 
and any after aiders issued on. this subject, 
according to their proper dates . 

3rdly. — The Presidents Warrant: — which is 
then given by the Judge Advocate to the 
President. 

4thly, and Lastly. — The Judge Advocate 's War rant. 

“ And should the Court be held under authority delegated by a 
“ Commander-in-Chief, it is customary to read the warrant by 
“ the officer so empowered to convene General Courts Martial.” 
— Kennedy . 

All which having been done, the Judge Advocate 
enters a minute on the proceedings, that the above- 
mentioned documents have been duly read, thus : — 

The Orders directing the assembly of the Court, 
an ' the President s and Judge Advocates War- 
rants, are severally produced and read . 

13. — Judge Advocates should be very careful and 
particular that a General Court Martial never pro- 
ceeds to trial without being certain that it is properly 
constituted, as directed by the Articles of War, and 
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Her Majesty’s Regulations and Orders for the Army ; 
both as regards the number and rank of those who 
compose the Court. [ Vide pages 244-5 H. M's Regts.~\ 

14. — i( After a Court Martial is once assembled, neither His Ma~ 
44 jesty nor the officer by whose authority the Court may have been 
44 held can in any manner interfere in its proceedings. The Pre- 
14 si dent alone then becomes vested with the power for assem- 
ft bling and adjourning the Court Martial, and of preserving due 
44 order and decorum during its sittings ; but the President is not 
44 vested with any further power, as all questions, of whatsoever 
44 nature, which arise at a Court Martial, must be decided by a ma - 
“ j or ity of the votes of the members.” — Kennedy . 

15. — “ In cases of doubt, a Court may find it necessary to refer 
44 to a Commander-in-Chief for the requisite information, and any 
44 considerations or advice he may direct to be laid before the 
44 Court ought always to be received with every deference and at- 
11 tention.” — Kennedy , 

16. — 44 It is competent for a Court Martial to forbid the publi- 
44 cation of its proceedings during the trial, and any breach of the 
44 order may be prosecuted as a contempt of Court in the Queen’s 
44 superior Courts.*’ — Simmons. 44 A military man might of course 
44 be tried for disobedience of orders, should he publish any part 
44 of the proceedings after such a prohibition — Hough. 

IT. — “ All deliberations of Courts Martial take place with closed 
14 doors ; at other times the Court is open to the public, military 
44 or civilians on these deliberations 44 the majority of votes de- 
44 cides all questions with reference to the admission or rejection 
44 of evidence, and on all other points involving law or custom.” 


18. — The usual manner of recording such delibe- 
rations is as follows : — 

The Court is closed , and having taken into con- 
sideration the deems the objection 

valid ; — or invalid ; — or decides the papers 
handed shall or cannot be received ; — or the 
question shall or shall not be put to the witness . 
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The Court is opened , and the foregoing decision is 

The closing and opening of the Court must be 
invariably noted on the proceedings. 

CHALLENGE OF PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS. 

19. — The Judge Advocate now asks the prisoner 
if he has any exception or cause of challenge to make 
to any of the officers nominated to sit on the Court 
Martial before which he appears for trial. If, in 
answer to this question, the prisoner states that he 
has no objection to offer either against the Presi- 
dent or any member of the Court, the trial proceeds. 

20. — But if the prisoner objects to the President, 

the Judge Advocate puts the following question to 
the prisoner : — Be pleased to state your reasons for ob- 
jecting to Colonel sitting as President on the 

Court Martial for your trial ? The answer to this 
question, with all evidence which the prisoner may 
wish to adduce to prove the validity of the chal- 
lenge, must be taken down regularly^ and fully re- 
corded at length on the proceedings. 

21. — In James’s edition of Tytler, the following 
are stated to be the remarks of Sir Charles Morgan 
on this point: — 

“ The President of a Court Martial cannot be objected to by 
“ challenge in the same manner as the members may be, be being 
“ named in the order or warrant for the trial ; if, therefore, any 
“ objection be urged against his appointment, care must be taken 
M to have such objection clear and specific ; the Court must then 
“ separate, and the objection must be referred for decision to the 
u authority under which his name was inserted in the order or 

warrant,” — Sir C . Morgan . 
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22. — The regulations of the Bombay army direct: — 

“ If any objection be made to the President they must be fully 
u recorded, and the Court adjourned till the matters be decided on 
u by the authority under whose warrant the Court is assembled.” 
— Bombay Military Regulations , 

23. — Captain Simmons says : — 

“ The President of a General Court Martial being appointed by 
“ warrant, either directly or by delegated authority, from Her 
“ Majesty, and his presence being essential to the Court, and that 
u alone which, in dependence on the warrant, gives it life, any 
u objection to him, though made at the same period of the pro- 
“ ccedings, and in the same manner as on the challenge of any 
“ member, cannot he disposed of by i he Court ; but must be re- 
“ ferred for decision to the authority which issued the warrant for 
“ its assembly ; the Court separating for, the purpose.” — Simmons . 

24. — It lb. refore appears, that the proper mode of 
proceeding in such cases is, that if the prisoner 
hands into Court, which is usual, a written statement 
of his objection and reasons, it is read and appended 
to the proceedings; if the prisoner slates his objec- 
tion and reasons viva voce , they are minuted down 
on the proceedings, together with all evidence ad- 
duced by the prisoner, by the Judge Advocate. This 
done, the Court is closed when no discussion takes 
place, as the Court have not the power to decide on 
any objection made to their President ; but a copy 
of the prisoner's vied race or written statement 
original must remain with the proceedings of the 
Court), and of all that stands recorded on the pro- 
ceedings relative to the prisoners objection to the 
President must be taken ; which copy, signed by the 
President and Judge Advocate as a u true extract ” 
from the proceedings of the Court, must be trans- 
mitted immediately to the convening authority, who, 
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thus informed of all particulars, will be better en- 
abled to judge of the justness or otherwise of the ob- 
jection urged by the prisoner, and to decide whether 
the challenge is valid or not ; this point resting en- 
tirely with him alone : the Court adjourns till further 
orders. 

25. — “ The Commander-in-Chief directs, that it be consideted 
“ a Standing Regulation, that, at all European and Native General 
“ Courts Martial, the Judge Advocate shall, previous to swearing 
*“ the members, allow the prisoner the exercise of the established 
“and important right of objecting to any of the members compos- 
u ing the Court, and that in all cases the question offering the 
“option of challenge to a prisoner, together with his reply there- 
to, shall be entered at length on the proceedings/’ — Bengal 
Military Regulations . 

26. — “ Previously to the prescribed oath being taken, or affir- 
“ mation made, by the members, both the prosecutor and prisoner 
“ have the right of challenging them. Peremptory challenges are 
u n °t allowed at a General Court Martial, and the party must there- 
“ fore assign his cause of challenge, which is to be regularly en- 
u tered on the proceedings. The member objected to then with- 
“ draws, and the Court being closed deliberate and decide on the 
“ validity of the challenge/’ — Bombay Military Regulations. 

27. — “ When it is practicable so to do, all challenges should be 
u admitted. It is not only right to be as mild as possible towards 
“a prisoner; but it is right also to let the public and the prisoner 
“ see that such is the case. A culprit should never be made to 
“appear in the light of a martyr; for when this takes place, much 
“ of the advantage of punishment is lost; besides, no officer who 
** has been challenged likes to sit as a member of a Court, and it 
“is hard to oblige him so to do, unless the good of the service 
“ demands it.” — Sir V, J . Kapur. 

27J. — “In a Court of Law, where the King is a party con** 
“cerned, as he is in all eases at Courts Martial , previous to the 
“jury being sworn, he is by his counsel to challenge or except 
“ against any juror ; — and it is the business of the Judge Advo- 
“ cate, as prosecutor for the crown, to do the same at a Court 
“ Martial. “ — Adye, 

28. — The usual mode of proceeding on a member 

* E 3 
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being objected to is as follows : — On the question. 
Captain — , have you any exception to any of the officers 
present sitting as members on your Court Martial ? 
being put by the Judge Advocate, the prisoner hands 
into Court a written statement of his objection, and of 
his reasons for objecting to the member, which is read 
and attached to the proceedings. In some cases the 
prisoner states his objection and reasons viva voce ; 
in which case the Judge Advocate minutes them 
down, as expressed, on the proceedings, and in both 
eases records at full length any evidence that may be 
adduced ; the President then orders the Court to be 
cleared, and requests the member who has been 
objected to to leave the Court, whilst the subject of 
the objection made to him is under discussion. [It 
should be remembered in this case, as in all others, 
the Articles of War direct, 41 the members of Courts 
Martial arc not to t/uit their scats without permission 
of the .President'' If the member objected to has 
anything to urge on the subject, it must be done pre- 
vious to his leaving the Court, and fully recorded. 
When the Court is again opened to the public, the 
challenged member must return to bis seat at the 


Court Martial board. The Judge Advocate then 
communicates the decision of the Court regarding the 
challenge, as it stands recorded on the proceedings. 
Should the challenge be considered invalid, the mem- 


ber retains his seat: if valid, he leaves the Court, and 
the officer in waiting is directed to take his scat in 


the proper place, according to his rank, and the pri- 
soner is asked by the Judge Advocate if he has any 
objection to the new member sitting on the Court 
Martial for his trial. 


4 1 he prisoner may challenge the whole Court as being 
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« incompettmt to try him, and decline its jurisdiction. In this 
u case the Court is cleared ; it decides upon the validity of the 
u prisoner's objections, and declares the result ofits deliberations 
“ in open Court. Should the decision be in favour of the pri- 
“ soner’s objection, the Court separates, and the President applies 
4t to superior authority for instructions/' — Sir C. J . Napier . 


THE COURT SWORN IN. 


30. — “ When all objections are disposed of, the Judge 
u Advocate proceeds to swear in the Court, by administering 
u the prescribed oath to the President, and then to the mein- 
u bers collectively on his right and left ; after which the 
“ President administers the prescribed oath to the Judge Ad- 
u vocate.” — Kennedy, 


31. — As the oaths prescribed to be taken by mem- 
bers of Courts Martial, when on the trial of persons 
belonging to Her Majesty’s service, differ in form 
from those to be administered on the trial of all 
persons in the Honourable East India Company’s 
service, the several oaths are here given : — 

“The oath is taken by each person, holding the Evangelists in 
“ his right hand, repeating the words after the Judge Advocate, 
“ and finally kissing the Book/’ — Tytkr. 


32.— On the trial of any person in Her Majesty’s 
Service, the 90th Article of’ War ( 1843 ) directs, “ in 
ail trials by General Courts Martial, the Jut lye Advo- 
cate, or parson officiating as such, shall administer to 
each member the follow in y oath;” — The Judge Advocate 
addresses the first sentence of the oath to the Court, 
and then each member must repeat the remainder of 
the oath after the Judge Advocate, and kiss the book 
when he expresses the words, So help me, God l 

You shall well and truly try and determine, accord- 
ing to the evidence in the matter now before you . 
So help you, God ! 

/ do swear, that I will duly administer 
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justice according to the Rules and Articles for 
the letter Government of Her Majestifs Forces , 
and according to an Act now in force for the 
punishment of Mutiny and Desertion , and other 
crimes therein mentioned, without partiality , 
favour, or affection ; and if any doubt shall 
arise which is not explained by the said Arti- 
cles or Act , according to my conscience, the 
lest of my understanding , and the custom of 
war in like cases ; And I further swear , that I 
will not divulge the sentence of the Court until 
it shall he duly approved ; neither will I, upon 
any account , at any time whatsoever , disclose or 
discover the vote or opinion of any particular 
member of the Court Martial , unless required to 
give evidence thereof as a witness by a Court of 
Justice , or a Court Martial, in due course of 
law . So help me, God ! 

“And as soon as the said oaths shall have been administered 
“to the respective members, the President of the Court shall 
“administer to the Judge Advocate, or person officiating as 
“ such at General Courts Martial, an oath in the following 
“ words : — 

I do swear that I will not , upon any ac- 

count whatsoever, disclose or discover the vote 
or opinion of any particidar member of the Court 
Martial, unless required to give evidence thereof ', 
as a witness, by a Court of Justice, or a Court 
Martial, in due course of law . So help me, 
God! 

33. — On the trial of any person in the service of 
the Honourable East India Company, the 84th Arti- 
cle of \\ ar directs : — “ In all trials by General Courts 
Martial, the Judge Advocate, or person officiating as such , 
shall administer to each member the following oath — 
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You shall well and truly try and determine , accord- 
ing to the evidence in the several cases and matters , 
which shall he brought before you upon the General 
Court Martial now assembled • So help you, 
God! 

I do swear that I will duly administer jus- 

tice as a member of the General Court Martial 
now assembled upon the several cases and matters 
which shall be brought before the same , according 
to the Rules and Articles for the better Government 
of the Forces of the East India C ompany , and 
according to an Act of Parliament now in force 
for the punishment of Mutiny and Desertion of 
the said Forces , and other crimes therein men- 
tioned, without partiality , favour, or affection ; 
and if any doubt shall arise which is not explained 
by the said Articles or Act , according to my con- 
science, the best of my understanding , and the 
custom of war in the like cases ; And / further 
swear, that / will not, upon any a vaunt, or at 
any time whatsoever, disclose or discover any vote 
or opinion of any particular member of the Court 
Martial, unless required to give evidence thereof, 
as a witness, by a Court of Justice, or a Court 
Martial, in due course of law . So help me, God ! 

** And as soon as the said oath shall have been administered to 
u IKe respective members, the President of the Court shall ad mi* 
^nteterto the Judge Advocate, or person officiating as such at 
u General Courts Martial, an oath m the following words : 1J — 

[Same oath as given in par. 32.] 

Upon all trials of offenders in the Indian Navy by any 
u Court Martial, all officers present, who are to constitute the 
44 said Court Martial, shall, before they proceed to such trial, 
44 take such oath as is hereinafter mentioned, upon the Holy 
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“ Evangelists, before the Court, which oath the Judge Advocate, 
“ or his Deputy, or the person appointed to officiate as such, is 
u hereby authorized and required to administer in the words 
u following — 

do swear that I will administer justice , 
according to the Articles and Orders established 
by an Act passed for the better securing the ob- 
servance of an Exact Discipline in the Indian 
Nary , without partiality , favour , or affection ; 
and if any case shall arise which is not particu- 
larly mentioned in the said Articles and Orders , 
1 will duly administer justice according to my 
conscience, and the best of my understanding : 
And 1 do further swear , that I will not , upon 
any account whatever , disclose or discover the 
vote or opinion of any particular member of the 
Court Martial , unless thereunto required by an 
act of the Governor General of India in Council. 
So help ine, God ! 

“ And so soon as the said oath shall have been administered to 
41 the respective members, the President of the Court is hereby 
44 authorized and required to administer to the Judge Advocate, 
44 or the person officiating as such, an oath in the following 
44 words — 

I do swear that I will not, upon any account , 

at any time whatsoever , disclose or discover the 
vote or opinion of any particular member of this 
Court Martial , unless thereunto required by an 
act of the Governor General of India in Council. 
So help me, God ! 

35. — At Native General Courts Martial, the 
Judge Advocate administers the following form of 
oath to the interpreter: — 

J do swear that I will well and truly 
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interpret , according to the best of my skill and 
judgment , such matters as may be brought before 
this Court ; that I will not divulge the sentence 
of the Court until it shall be approved by the 
General or other Commander-in- Chief of the 
Forces , or other competent authority ; neither 
will I, upon any account , at any time whatso- 
ever, disclose the vote or opinion of any particu- 
lar member of the Court Martial \ unless required 
to give evidence thereof as a witness by a Court 
of Justice or a Court Martial. So help me, 
God ! 

(i And as soon as the said oath shall have been administered to 
the interpreter, he (the Judge Advocate ) shall cause to be 
administered by a competent person (the interpreter) the 
following affirmation to the President and each member of 
the Court, according to the formula of his religion respec- 
tively — 

1 do solemnly affirm , in the presence of 

Almighty God , that I will duly administer jus- 
tice according to the Laws , Regulations , and 
Articles of War , established by the Honourable 
the Governor in Council, for the better govern- 
ment of the Native Troops serving under the 
Presidency of , and for the administra- 

tion of justice by Native Courts Alar Vial, with- 
out partiality , favour , or affection ; and if any 
doubts shall arise which are not explained in 
the said Laws , Regulations , and Articles of 
War , then , according to my conscience , the best 
of my understanding , and the custom of war in 
the like cases: And I do further solemnly 
affirm, in the presence of A Imighty God , that 
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I will not divulge the sentence of the Court until 
it shall be approved of by the Commander-in- 
Chief or the officer by whose warrant the Court 
Martial is held ; neither will J, upon any ac~ 
county at any time whatsoever , disclose or dis- 
cover the vote or opinion of any particular 
member of this Court Mar Italy unless required 
to give evidence thereof \ as a witness , by a Court 
of Justice, or a Court Martial , by a due course 
of law . 

“This done, the interpreter shall administer to the Judge 
** Advocate an oath in the following words : M — 

I d 0 s We ar that I will not , upon any ac- 

count , at any time whatsoever , disclose the vote 
or opinion of any particular member of the 
Court Martial , unless required to give evidence 
thereof, as a witness , by a Court of Justice, 
or a Court Martial . So help me, God I 

36. — The prescribed oaths having been adminis- 
tered, the Judge Advocate records on the proceedings, 
The President, Members, Interpreter , and Judge Advo- 
cate, are duly sworn or affirmed . 

COPIES OF THE CUARGES AND LIST OF WITNESSES 

PLACED ON THE TABLE. 

37. — The Judge Advocate now places on the table 
three or four authentic copies of the charges on which 
the prisoner before the Court is to be arraigned ; 
which plan, instead of having only one copy to refer 
to, will save much time and be found a great conve- 
nience to the Court. 

38. — The Judge Advocate should also, at this stage 


jW $ 
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of the proceedings lay on the table a list of all the 
witnesses he has summoned on the part of the prose- 
cution and defence. The names of those witnesses 
subsequently required, and summoned, can be added 
to this list at any stage of the trial. 

THE CHARGES REA D AND DISCUSSED. 

— ‘ “ The Court should be cleared, and the charges read to 
“ ascertain that they are specific ; for unless the Court clearly 
“ understands vvha^it has to inquire into , and the prisoner what 
“ he has to defend himself against, the Court should refuse to 
“ receive the charges.” — Sir C. J. Napier, 

40 . « — u It is the duty of the Judge Advocate to remonstrate 
“ against the Coutt proceeding to trial on a charge that is defi- 
u tient in accuracy or perspicuity/’ — Bengal Military Regu- 
lations. 

41 . — u It is the undoubted right, and even the duty, of every 
M President and member of a Court Martial, to reject any illegal 
u or erroneous charge: they ate, nevertheless, bound to record 
** their proceedings and resolutions upon it.” — Bengal Military 
Regulations . 

42. — On this point Major-General Kennedy ob- 
serves : — 

u The Court having been duly constituted, by the prescribed 
oaths having been administered, the Judge Advocate reads the 
* c * iar £ es in an audible voice : on hearing which, should any 
“ dou ^ t whether originating with the members of the Court 
or with the parties on the trial, with regard either to the com- 
petency of the Court’s jurisdiction, or the relevancy of the 
“ charges, these doubts must now be discussed. For should 
M tbere appear any objection to the legality of the trial which is 
self-evident aud insurmountable, such as that the prisoner is not 
subject to military law, or that the crime charged is a civil 
“ offence, the Court ought to suspend their proceedings, and to 
a the objection to the consideration of the authority by 

“ w * i0m may have been assembled : it is also held, that it is 

« * 

F 
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44 an undoubted right, and even the duty, of every Court Martial 
44 to reject any illegal of erroneous charge. If, likewise, the 
44 charge or charges be drawn up in a loose and indefinite manner, 
44 although the generality of a charge may not be absolutely 
u repugnant to military law, still the prisoner may, previous to 
44 pleading to his arraignment, call upon the prosecutor to specify 
44 the particular facts of which he intends to accuse him; and as 
“ this requisition is founded on material justice, no Court 
44 Martial can legally refuse it. Such is the power, and the 
44 strict duty, of Courts Martial before entering on any trial ; but 
44 it is seldom that they think it necessary to act accordingly, and 
44 the consequence is, that charges are almost always submitted to 
“ investigation with all their imperfections on their head.” — 
Kennedy . 

43. — When an alleged criminal offence is to be 
investigated, 

44 A General Court Martial ought to satisfy itself, previous to 
44 arraignment of the prisoner, that the facts alleged in the charge 
44 brought before it do constitute the criminal offence intended, 
44 and that they are described in such a legal manner as would 
44 authorize it to award, on conviction, the punishment which the 
44 law prescribes for each particular offence.” — Kennedy . 

44. — If any doubts arise or any objection is made 
to the charges, by the Court, Judge Advocate, or 
prisoner, the proceedings, and the decision of the 
Court thereon, must be regularly and fully recorded. 

45. — It must, however, he borne in mind that, 

44 When a charge has been approved of by proper authority, and 
44 ordered to be investigated, it is not competent for the Judge 
41 Advocate, or any other person, to make alterations in it without 
H the consent of such authority being previously obtained/ 1 — 
Tytler. — Bombay Military Regulations* 

PROOF OF PRISONER’S LIABILITY. 

46* — In the Bengal and Madras armies, it appears 
to be customary, after the charge has been read to the 
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prisoner, and previously to calling on him to plead, 
to adduce proof of the prisoner being the person de- 
scribed in the charges, which is thus taken and 
recorded : — 

Proof of Prisoner* s } A . J3. Havildar (or Serjeant) in 

Liability. $ ^ Company of the 

Regiment of Native Infantry , being called into 
Court, is duly sworn . 

xtion* by the ) Do you know the Prisoner? if so, 
Uh acute. ) ^ w J ia t Company and Regiment 

does he belong? ickat rank does he hold / and does he 
dtaw pay and do duty as a soldier? 

Answer . — 

The witness retires . 

“ In cases where the prisoner may be a camp follower, or 
u bazaar man, his liability to the jurisdiction of the Court must be 
44 proved by the entwal of the bazaar, or some other competent 
4 * person/* — Madras Military liegn 


THE PRISONER CALLED ON TO PLEAD. 

47. — The Judge Advocate now asks the prisoner 
bv his name mid designation : — 

Captain Are you guilty of the charge or 

charges just read , or not guilty ? 

The ordinary pica is “Not Guilty but sometimes 
the prisoner stands mute, or pleads “ Guilty — in 
either case the trial proceeds ; 

44 For it is essential that the facts and particulars should be 
44 known to those whose duty it is to report on the case, or who 

have discretion in carrying the sentence into effect/’ — Simmons. 

48. — The Madras Regulations direct that, 

“ In consequence of the vague and irregular opinions that have 
44 occasionally been acted upon, in cases where a prisoner has 
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determined to plead * guilty,* the Coraraander-in-Chief, in con- 
u fortuity with the practice prevalent at the Horse Guards, directs 
“ that, upon trials by Courts Martial in this army (Madras), an 
“ express plea of * guilty * or not 'guilty 9 shall not be required of 
a the prisoner, but that the latter shall be presumed as the most 
“ favourable to the accused, and entered upon the record on his 
“ behalf accordingly by the Judge Advocate, or officer conducting 
“ the proceedings, previous to opening the prosecution . The 
“ prisoner, when called upon for hi s defence, will still have the 
“ opportunity, if he knows himself guilty, of owning his offence, 

** and throwing himself on the mercy of his judges ; or, on the 
other hand, of offering circumstances in extenuation, or of 
bringing forward evidence to refute the charges against him, as 
“ he may think best. It will be the duty, then, of the Judge 
“ Advocate, or officer conducting the proceedings of the Court 
“ Martial, to enter upon the record a plea of * not guilty ’ on be- 
“ half of the prisoner previous to opening the prosecution/’ — 
Madras Military Regulations. 

49, — Sometimes pleas in bar of trial are submitted 
by the prisoner for the consideration of the Court: — 
whatever the plea may be, it must be fully recorded 
on the proceedings [if a written statement of the 
pica is handed into Court, it is read by the prisoner 
and then appended to the proceedings], as well as 
the decision of the Court thereon. If the plea is 
considered valid, art cjtraet of the proceeding# of the 
Court on this subject is sent to the authority who con- 
vened the Court, for his information and instructions, 
the Court adjourning till they are received; hut if 
the plea is considered invalid, such is duly recorded, 
and the trial proceeds; the decision of the Court 
being communicated to the prisoner by the Judge 
Advocate, on the Court being opened to the public. 

50, — The prisoner having pleaded to the charge, 

‘ l The Judge Advocate cautions all witnesses on the trial to w ith- 
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u draw, and to return to Coxgt only on being called. 
Simmons . 

COUNSEL AND AMICUS CURLE. 

51. — It is at this stage of the proceedings that 
the prosecutor, or the prisoner, if either or both wish 
it, ask permission of the Court to be allowed the 
assistance of a professional gentleman , or a friend in 

the Court , during the trial. 

52. — '“All the writers on Military Law admit it to be the 
“custom to allow a prisoner-to have counsel/' — Hough's Mili- 
tary Law Authorities , p. 38. 

53. — “ If the prisoner” [or in fact either party] “ employs a 
“ lawyer, the gentleman is told that he must not address the 
“ Court/ 1 — Sir C. J. Napier. 

54. - — “The prosecutor and prisoner, on requesting it, are to be 

‘'allowed the assistance either of a friend or of a professional 
“ gentleman, but no person is, on any account, to la permitted to 
44 address the Court, or to interfere in any manner with its pro- 
“ ceedings, except the parties themselves/ 1 — 7 iondxuf Military 
Regulations, p. 36.] 44 Such assistance must be restricted to the 

“ giving advice, framing questions, or offering, in writing, any 
44 legal objections that the course of the proceedings may appear 
“ to render necessary/ 1 — Kenmdy . 

55. — McArthur savs : — 

“ It is likewise the practice at Courts Martial to indulge the 
“ prisoner with counsel, or at least am ici curia: (or friends of 
44 the Court), who may sit or stand near him, and instruct him 
44 what questions to ask the witnesses, with respect to matters of 
“ fact before the Court; and these friends should commit to 
“ paper the necessary interrogatories as they may arise, which the 
“ prisoner gives, on separate slips, to the Judge Advocate/ 1 — 
Hough's Military Law Authorities. 

PROSECUTION, OPENING ADDRESS, &C. 

56. — “ The Judge Advocate, or officer appearing a* prosecutor, 

“ opens the case by such statement and view of the evidence as 
“he may deem expedient; nor is he to be restricted in it, except 
44 he introduce matter disrespectful to the Court, foreign to the 
44 charges ; or unless he insinuate imputations not implied by 
“ them : no reproachful words are to be used to prisoners. This 

* F 3 
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u address may be either viva voce or written: it is generally 
u written, and is then recorded/* — Simmon*. 

57* — If the address is made vivd voce> the Judge 
Advocate minutes it down on the proceedings ; — if it 
is written, it is usual, after it is read and admitted by 
the Court, to attach it to the proceedings ; in some 
cases, however, short addresses are copied by the 
Judge Advocate and entered on the proceedings. 

68. — The Judge Advocate must remember that all 
written addresses and statements from either of the 
parties before the Court, which arc laid before and 
received by it, must be dated and authenticated by 

the signature of the party handing it into Court. 

50. — “ If the prosecutor has any opening of his case to submit 
“to the Court, he should deliver that before he is sworn; after 
u which he is to be sworn, and to give his testimony (’—MS. Obser- 
vations, Sir C. M organ. -r-Ty tier. 

60. — “ It has always been held that the Judge Advocate should 
44 not (if it cuv possibly be avoided) blend the character of witness 
44 for the prosecution with that of Judge Advocate, as the union 
4i of these two characters gives upon the face of the proceedings 
44 the appearance of a preponderating and unfair influence against 
44 a prisoner on trial.” 

61. — There is not any objection to the Judge 
Advocate being sworn by the President as a witness, 
for the purpose of authenticating official documents 
— which the Judge Advocate may wish to produce 
as evidence — or he may be called on to produce by 
the Court or the parties before it. 

61 — At a General Court Martial, held at Dina- 
poor in Bengal, on the 21st of February, 1842, a 
most irregular proceeding appears to have taken 
place, which called forth the following remarks of 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in India, 
Sir Jasper Jsicholl ; — 

41 In the course of the proceedings, it appears, that the Court 
44 obliged the Judge Advocate, notwithstanding his protest, to 
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“take the oath of a witness, when called upon to advise the 
u Court on a point of law. The Commander- in-Chief has to 
“observe, that the opinion of a Judge Advocate is not of the 
“ nature of evjoejsce, and that it is both unusual and irregu- 
u lak to swear to his construction of the Law/' — (J . O. C. C . in 
India, At h Mai/, 184 

62. — Major Hough says: — 

“ A member as welt as a juror may be sworn to give evidence 
u in a cause to a Court and bis fellow- jurors.” — Hough* 

Captain Simmons quotes the following from 
2 Hawk . c. 46, s. 17 : — 

U A member of a Court Martial, as a judge or juror, is a com- 
“ petent witness, and may be sworn to give < vulenee in favour of or 
“ against a prisoner at any stage of the prove tilings ; it is. however, 
44 to be avoided, if foreseen/' — Simmons, 

63. —Notwithstanding there is not any legal objec- 
tion to a member of a Court Martial giving evidence 
before the Court of which he is a member, yet it 
certainly appears to be hhjhhj objectionable, especially 
when a member of a Court is required to give evi- 
dence on the part of the prosecution : if it is ascer- 
tained previous to the assembly of the Court that the 
evidence of an officer nominated us a member of a 
Court Martial is required, he should be immediately 
relieved : and if a member, after taking his seat and 
being sworn in, is called on to depose to farts, justice 
demands that he should not resume his seat as a 
member, to decide on evidence he has himself given : 
but vvheu a member is called on to give evidence as 
to the character of a prisoner, no such objection exists ; 
and in all such cases it is customary for a member so 
sworn, to give his testimony as to the character of 
the prisoner, and then to resume his scat. 

64. — “The Judge Advocate and prosecutor being necessarily 
“ present during the examination of all witnesses, if required to 
“give evidence, are sworn immediately after the opening address 
M of the prosecutor; nor would ii be proper, at any other stage of 
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“ the proceedings* to admit their examination or deposition in 
“ chief, except when called as witnesses for the defence.” — 
Simmons. * 

65 . — u When a prosecutor, after having read a written address 
u offers his onm evidence , it is most regular that the Judge Advo- 
cate should put to him the necessary questions, after the 
“ administration of the usual oath/’ — Kennedy. 

And when the prosecutor’s examination as a witness 
is finished, he should request permission to remain in 
Court ; which circumstance, and the Court’s acqui- 
escence therein, should be noted on the proceedings 
thus : — 


The prosecutor here asks permission to remain 
Court, which request is ij ranted. 

66. — Major-General Kennedy observes; — 


in 


“ If the Judge Advocate finds it necessary, for the belter eon- 
u ducting of the trial, to request that the person from whom he 
“ has received his principal information respecting the charges 
** under investigation, may, after having given his evidence, be 
“ permitted to remain in Court, this request is always complied 
“with, and the person so remaining in Court is also named an 
“informant, But it is to be remarked, that an informant is 
“ merely allowed to be present in Court for the purposes of 
“ material justice, as an assistant to the Judge Advocate, and that 
** he* cannot of himself propose any questions, or make any ohxer- 
“ vations whatever. Should any thing occur to him during the 
“ proceedings, he must state it to the Judge Advocate, who, if he 
“ think the rent arks art just, wdl avail himself of the suggestions 
u of the informant.." — Kent i 


WITNESS CABLED IN AND SWOHX, &C. ; — OATHS, & C. 

67. — “ When a witness is produced, ami before he is sworn, any 
“objection to his competency ought to be stated.” — Judges 
Qto ot'i i triuf~~ Simmons. 

66. — “ When a witness appears, he must be regularly sworn, tin- 
“ less an objection be made to his competency : — and the course of 
“ proceeding is, that the party who objects to the u itness should 
“state all his objections at the same time in order to prevent 
“ unnecessary delay.*’ — Phillips's Law of Evidence. 
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These objections must be fully recorded on the pro- 
ceedings. 

69. — The Articles of War direct: — 

“ All persons who give evidence before any Court Martial are 
“ to be examined upon oath in the following words — 

The evidence which you skull give before this Court 
shall be the truth , the whole truth , and nothing 
but the truth . So help you, God ! 

70. — The Legislative Act, No. 5, of 1840, enacts, 
that all Hindoos and Mahornedans, when required to 
give evidence within the territories of the East India 
Company, shall make affirmation to the following 
effect : — 

I solemnly affirm , in the presence of Almighty God 9 
that what I shall state shall be the truth , the 
whole truth , and nothing hut the truth . 

71. — -“After the above affirmation has been made by the witness, 

“ the interpreter is to caution him carefully to distinguish in 
u giving liis evidence what he personally knows as an eye-witness 
“ or otherwise, from what he may have heard from others; and 
“ l * lat be is bound to answer all questions put to him on the 

trial before the Court without any regal d to the prosecutor or 
u prisoner, to the best of his information and bed ief.”~~ Madras 
Military lit gulu lions , 

72. “ Previous to the assembly of a Court Martial, the oaths 
** which will be required to be administered to witnesses, accord- 
u ing to their various religions, should be properly useeitained.” — 
Hough . — G riff it Its. 

73. — The mode of administering oaths to wit- 
nesses of various religions, is thus described in Cap- 
tain Griffiths' u Note * on Military Law:" — 

ri , 4 ) “ At Courts Martial, wilnttsni, Ac., who urc JPt o- 

Protestanta. £ M , , . . , . ’ . 

3 lest ants are sworn by laying their fight hands 

“ uncovered on the open Evangelists while the oath is netted, and 
u afUrwwds kissing the. 



58 DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AS AN 


Homan ) “ In sutfartng Roman Catholics , the Bible h 

Catholics, > (t closed , und has marked vpon (he outer cover a 
(i cross, generally cut out on white paper > and pasted on, or a crucifix 
“ is placed upon it, which the witness, after the oath is recited, kisses. 
u When there is any suspicion of the veracity of the evidence 
u about to be given by a Roman Catholic, the witness, after kiss- 
u ing the cross, should be directed to bless himself.” 

Oath for Protestants } “ Mead amt right hand uncovered 

and > [Though a soldier remains covered in the 

Roman C atholics, J presence of a Court Martial, on taking 
an oath he must invariably take off glove and cap.] 

u The evidence which you shall give la fore this Court shall be the 
u truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth " So help you, 
God ! 

Oath for Jews. I “ IllU 0,1 " r W rd n0 ,,ath uS obligatory, 

3 unless their head is covered .] 

u You swear by the Five Books of Moses, and the great God of 
tv Israel , that the evidence you shaft give shall be the truth, the 
'* whole truth , and nothing but the truth." So help you, God 1 
Affirmation for} [“ Authorized by the Statute 9 Geo. \th. cap. 
Quakers and £ 4,1 32. Sc, l. M ] 44 l do solemnly , sincerely , and 
Moravians. ) “ truly declare and affirm, that the evidence which 
u J shall gin Injure this Court shall be tin truth, the whole truth, 
44 and nothing but the truth." 

A Scotch Covenanter — “ holds up his right hand , but neither 
w4 touches nor kissts tin book." 

A Mahomedan — a should he sworn on the Koran," 

A Hindoo — u may swear by touching with his hand the foot of a 


ide Pur. 70, affirmation is sufficient.] 

A Chinese — 44 was sworn at tin Old Baden bn breaking a saucer, 
“ and by appealing at the Same time, to the Supreme Being , whom 
44 he UHU\<hippnt y that his own body might be so broktn iu pieces, if ht 

" told a falsehood," — Griffiths. 

• 

74. — The prescribed oath or affirmation having 
been administered by the Judge Advocate (the latter 
to natives of India by the interpreter), the Judge 
Advocate enters a minute on the proceedings that 
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such has been done, having previously recorded the 
rank, name, and occupation of the witness, at full 
length. 


CHARGES SHOULD NOT BE READ TO WITNESSES. 


U 

it 

u 

a 

a 

u 

a 


75r “ The established custom of reading over the charge to every 
witness at Military Courts, as soon as he is sworn, and before 
the commencement of his examination, is, generally speaking, 
objectionable, and is in direct variance with the better practice 
of Civil Courts ; — to preserve a witness untutored by either of 
the parties in the cause is a constant and praiseworthy endea- 
vour of the laws, and the less premeditated his answers are the 
better.”— 


7fi. — The Bengal Military Regulations strictly pro- 
hibit charges being read to witnesses. 


The reason” General Sir Jf. Fane told the army, “why it is 
“preferable to abstain Jhm reading the charges to every witness 
u is, that the practice may frequently operate, as a leading ques- 
u tiou would do, to mode the answer of a dishonest w itness : — 
tc rule is laid down by authority on ibis point ; but, in tire absence 
u of a rule, analogy is the safest mode; m courts of civil law 
u the indictment is not read to a witness/* — G, O, C, C. in Indio, 
20 th March , 1838. 


78. — General Sir Jasper Nicolls, CoOitnander-in- 
Chicf in the East Indies, in a G. O. 3rd September, 
1841, called the attention of the army to the above 
quoted G. O. C. C., and remarked : — 


“It is not csseutial to the ends of justice, or the regularity of 
“ the proceedings, nor by any means conducive to the bitter crumi- 
“ nation of witnesses, that the charges should be read to them ; 
'* on the contrary, the perusal of die charges to a witness has a 
“ tendency to put him at once upon a narrative, and not to keep 
u him from it — tl*e witness is always furnished with dates by it, 
“and with other most essential particulars.” — G . O. C\ C. in 
India, 3rd September, 1841. 
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79* — The Regulations of the Bombay Army direct 
that — 

u The charges before the Court are not to be read to the wit- 
nesses/ ; 


EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES# 

80. — Major-General Kennedy says: — 

“The testimony of each witness is to be separately and dis- 
“ tinctly recorded on the proceedings in this manner — 

“ Lieutenant of the — Pcgimcnt Native In fan- 

u try, called into Court and duly sworn, and when his evidence is 
“ finished, an entry is made to this effect. The witness withdraws. 
%t — It is most usual to lake down the evidence by the way of 
* £ question and answer : and on recording each interrogatory, 
“the party putting it should be distinctly denoted as thus: — 
u Question by the Prosecutor , — Question by the Judge Advocate , — 
u Question by the Prisoner, Question by the Court. Sometimes, 
44 however, a witness gives his testimony in the way of narrative, 
“ in which manner it must likewise be taken down in writing, 
u and the Judge Advocate is bound to adhere to the precise 
“ words of the witness/' — Kennedy . 

81. — At the head of the examination of a witness 
by each party, the Judge Advocate should also insert: 
— examined by the prosecutor — examined by the Judge 
Advocate — cross-examined by the prisoner — re-examined 
by the prosecutor — examined by the Court ; and on the 
defence, examined by the prisoner — cross-examined by 
the prosecutor — re-examined by the prisoner — examined 
by the Court. 

82. — Her Majesty’s Regulations direct : — 

“ All evidence whatever is to be recorded on the proceedings 
<c in the order in which it is received by the Court, and as nearly 
“ as possible in the words of the witness/' 

83. — 44 The statement of each witness must be inserted in the 
H proceedings, and should the evidence of a subsequent witness 
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“ corroborate that of a former one, it must be properly in- 
“ serted at length , instead of being recorded as a corroboration.” 
— Hough . 

84, — « When no exception is made to a witness, he is duly 
“ sworn, or makes solemn affirmation; and is then examined in 
u chief by the party who produces him : the opposite party 
“ next cross-examines him; and in case of new matter being 
“ introduced on the cross-examination, the party calling him 
u re-examines into that matter ; and then the Court put such 
u questions to the witness as they may tiiink necessary. It is 
u essential to the regularity of the proceedings of a Court Martial, 
“ that this mode of examining witnesses should be strictly ad - 
u hered to ; for whenever the parties or the Court put questions 
u backwards and forwards, first one and then the other, it con- 
u fuses the witness, perplexes the case, and most materially in- 
41 capacitates the party producing the witness from deriving that 
4 * benefit from his testimony which he might otherwise have 
** done. If o question as to any material fact has been omitted 
“ upon the examination in chief, it is to be suggested to the 
44 Court, which will exercise its discretion in putting it to the 

witness . M — Horn ha)/ Military Jh 'nutations* 

85* — It is, however, optional with the prisoner to 
defer his examination of a witness on the prosecution 
until it is closed, in which case the Court also defers 
its examination of the witness. 

86. — “ The Judge Advocate is at liberty to put such questions 
44 as he may think necessary to the different witnesses who are ex- 
u amined, and these questions should always follow or supply 
44 the place of those of the prosecutor, as forming, in fact, but 
* 4 one and the same examination — Kennedy . 

87, — 11 The Judge Advocate should not be permitted to examine 
u in chief a witness after he has been cross-examined by the pri- 
“ soner, but he is at liberty to re-examine into any new matter 
“ which may have arisen in the course of the cross-exam ination.” 
— Kennedy, 


a 
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QUESTIONS, HOW TO BE PUT; AND RULES RELATIVE 

TO RECEPTION* 

88. — u A question being reduced to writing by the individual ori- 
u ginatiug it, whether it be by the prosecutor, prisoner, or by a 
u member of the Court, is passed to the President; if approved 
“ by him, it is read aloud, entered by the Judge Advocate on 
“ the proceedings, and, no objection being made to it by the 
a opposite party or the Court, addressed to the witness.” 

89. — “ Leading questions, that is, such as instruct a witness 
u howto answer on material points, ar enot allowed on the exami- 
“ nation in chief; for to direct witnesses to their evidence would 
“ only serve to strengthen that bias which they are generally too 
“ much disposed to feel in favour of the party that call them.” 
— Phil lifts* Jmw of Evidence* 

90. — “ Each party and each member of the Court, as also the 

u Judge Advocate, when not the prosecutor, may object to the 

“ putting of any question that is proposed. It is not, however, 

“ usual to record upon the proceedings such objection and the 

“ decision of the Court thereon, unless the point is of saute im- 

u portancc , or either party request that it should be recorded . But 

<k if the question be rejected, the person who proposed it cannot, 

4 * in consequence, enter any remark or protest on the face of the 

u proceedings, nor is lie, if a party, at liberty to animadvert on 

“ such decision in his subsequent address to the Court.” — 

Kenned t/. 

* 

91. — u All parties may object to any question ; but the ground 
'* of objection should be elturty stated. The Court decides 
u whether the question shall he put ; shall be shaped in a 
“ different form as to the words ; or shall he rejected altogether : 
u the Court's decision is Jmd > and the party must rest satisfied 
“ with it,” — Hough* 

92. — 41 The members of a Court Martial are alone the judges 
** what evidence shall be admitted or rejected , and neither the 
“ prosecutor nor the prisoner can insist on the admission or 
u rejection of any contrary to their opinion, far less can they 
** protest against such decision ; but the prosecutor or prisoner 
‘ 4 may state their reasons for offering, and also their objections 
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“ against receiving any particular evidence, and, if the Court 
“ are of a contrary opinion, may request that these reasons or 
u objections may be recorded on the proceedings, and with this 
“ request the Court in general complies.” — Kennedy. 

93 . — “ It is perfectly competent for a Court Martial to strike 
“ out of its proceedings any evidence which, upon further ex- 
“ animation, should appear to be irrelevant to the charge.”— 


WITNESS MAY REFRESH HIS MEMORY BY REFERRING 

TO MEMORANDA* 

94.-—“ If a witness lias made a memorandum of facts, he may 
“ refresh his memory by referring to it he is not allowed to 
“ read a written statement of his evidence ; but he may refer to 
“ memoranda.” — Sturkk. — Kennedy. “ The opposite party, when 
“ cross-examining, is invariably permitted to inspect the memo- 
“ rarnla referred to by a witness.” — 1 Phil. 208. — Simmons. 

TilF. EXAMINATION OF ALL WITNESSES MUST BE IN 
THE PRESENCE OF WHOLE COURT. 

05. — u The examination of witnesses is invariably in the pre- 
“ sence of each member of the Court : it has been remarked that 
“ even the countenance, looks, and gestures of a witness add to, 
“ or take away fiom, the weight of his testimony.” — Simmons. 

06. — “ It is essentially necessary that the examination of wit- 
“ nesses should take place in the presence of ail members of the 
“ Court, and as in fact no act performed by a part of a Court can 
u be legal, the unavoidable absence of any member by sickness, or 
“ otherwise, at any period necessarily prevents his resuming his 
41 seat.” 

97. — “ Whenever a member is prevented from attending a 
“ Court Martial, tht cause must be duly certified , and a minute of 
“ the same entered on the proceedings, and that member cannot 
“ again resume his seat. No act can he legally flkformfo 
“ BY a fart only of a Court Martial.” — Bombay Military 
Regulations, 23 and 24. 

98. — “ Whenever a member leaves the Court with the Presi- 
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“ dent's permission, tue Judge Advocate ceases to 
“ any evidence during his absence.” — Hough. 

99. — “ All writers on Military Law agree, that if it be 
“ necessary to examine any witness who is prevented attending 
" by sickness, the whole Court must adjourn to the witness’s 
“ house, or to the hospital, or place where he may be.” — Hough, 
Military Law Authorities, p. CO. 

100. — On such occasions, when all the parties have 
assembled in the room of the sick person, the Judge 
Advocate must call over the names of the officers 
composing the Court, in the presence of the prisoner, 
to ascertain that all are present, previously to admi- 
nistering the oath, or taking the evidence of the wit- 
ness. This circumstance, and the return of the Court 
to its former place of assembly, should be minuted on 
the proceedings thus : — 

Captain A. B. having been reported unable from 
illness to leai'e his quarters, and the surgeon of 
his regiment being of opinion that it is probable 
several weeks or months may elapse previous to his 
being able to do so, the Court adjourns to the quar- 
ters of Captain A. B.: having assembled there, 
the president, members, and all parties before 
the Court being present, Captain A. B. is duly 
sworn. 

The evidence of the sick man is then taken ; after 
which the Court returns to its former place of assem- 
bly, when the Judge Advocate must enter a minute 
to the following effect : — The Court having returned to 
its former place of assemblg,andall parties being present, 
the trial proceeds. 



OFFICER OF A GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 65 


THE EVIDENCE OF AN ABSENT WITNESS.* HOW 

TAKEN. 

101. — Major-General Kennedy and Major Ilongh 
appear to be the only writers on Military Law 
who even allude to this subject. Major Hough 
says : — 

u Where witnesses are at a distance, there is an examination 
** dr bent' esse — that is, interrogatories by the party to the parties, 
44 transmitted to, and the answers taken before, a justice of the 
44 peace/’ 

. . ' • 

And then quotes in a note the following instructions 
contained in a Circular Letter, No. 2485, dated 22nd 
November, 1830, by order of Government, from the 
Judge Advocate General of the Bengal Army: — 

“In the event of difficulties existing to the detention of a wit* 
“ ness, the Judge Advocate shall propose the evidence required 
u being taken in the presence of” [friends of] u both parties be- 
'* fore a magistrate; and it is understood, that the necessity of the 
above cases being established, and the Court Martial being 
satisfied that the consent of both parties had been obtained, 

“ such evidence may he legally received on the trial.” 

102. — Major-General Kennedy, however, describes 
most fully and clearly the manner in which the exami- 
nation of an absent witness is to be taken ; — 

“ If it is likely,” he says, 44 that a witness will be prevented 
“ from attending the trial by a sufficient cause, or he resides at 
u such a distance that his attendance cannot be conveniently pro- 
“ cured, he may be examined on interrogatories de bene esse.” — 
See 1 C kitty's Criminal Late , 612, in the vase of the King against 
Mur phew. 4 * The Anon sly General suggested whether there 
“ might not be a doubt as to the raiding of such depositions in a 
“ criminal case ; and he stated, that no instance if the sort 

Ci 3 
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u recollected) and that in the Crown Office 4 here did not exist a form 
hi of rule for that purpose” 

i( Lord Ellenborough, chief justice, said : — There is a precedent , 
u though not in the Crown Office , in the impeachment of Mr. 
“ Hastings . A gentleman who could not attend was examined on 
u interrogatories ; and Lord Thurlow was not likely to have con - 
i{ sen fed to such a proceeding if any objection had existed against 
u it .” — 2 Maul e and Selwyn’s Reports , 602. “ But this exami- 
“ nation cannot take place unless with the consent of the 
“ prosecutor and prisoner. It will, however, be evident that, with 
“ respect to military men, the mode of proceeding which prevails 
u in *meh a case in courts of law cannot be adopted ; and it is 
u therefore sufficient that the parties , or persons duly appointed by 
u then*, and the witness, should appear before a justice of peace, 

and that his examination should then be taken in the same 
‘‘ manner as if he wet c examined before the Court Martial. But 
u if the party requiring the evidence of an absent witness has not 
** thus obtained it before the trial takes place, he must satisfy the 
“ Court that the evidence is material to his case, and the Court 
u then direct interrogatories to be framed from questions 


u 
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proposed by both parties and the Court, and will transmit them 
to a person at a place where the witness resides, in order that 
his answer to them may be given on oath before a justice of 
peace. [This manner of preparing the interrogatories approaches 
nearest to the print ice in courts of law ; but it would , in general, 
fender the adjournment of the Court for some days indispensable. 
As the other , therefore , is liable to no objection , as the opposite 
fairty has an opportunity of enm-cramining the witness, it would 
be best to adopt it, in order to prevutt any delay in the trial.] If 
necessary, also, the Court will adjourn until such answers are 
received, or it may proceed with the trial until the case of the 
party requiring them is closed. But no voluntary affidavits, nor 
depositions taken in any other than these two modes, are 
admissible evidence.” — Kennedy . 


103. — The following case occurred at a General 
Court Martial held in the northern division of the 
Bombay Army in 1842 An officer and his wife, 
residing at a station upwards of one hundred miles 
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from the place where the General Court Martial was 
assembled, were summoned to give evidence before it 
on the part of the defence. They were both very ill at 
the time ; two medical certificates regarding the state 
of their health were received by the Deputy Judge 
Advocate conducting the trial, stating that neither of 
the parties were at that time capable of leaving their 
residence without great risk, and that some time 
must elapse before either party could be sufficiently 
recovered to travel, or to appear personally before the 
Court. The trial, with the exception of these two 
witnesses, was finished; the medical certificates were 
read to the Court and to the prisoner, who thereupon 
stated, the evidence of both parties was of the utmost 
consequence to his cause. The prosecutor having no 
objection, the Court decided on following the course 
recommended by Major-General Kennedy, as above 
related. The several questions from the prisoner [the 
prosecutor and Court saw no occasion to put any], 
after being duly approved, were written with plenty 
of room between each for the insertion of the wit- 
nesses’ answers, and were sent with a letter from the 
President to the brigadier commanding the station 
where the parties resided, requesting his aid in having 
the evidence correctly taken, which was done accord- 
ing to the following form drawn up on a sheet of 
foolscap paper for the Deputy Judge Advocate 
General conducting the trial : — 

8 th Evidence, for the Defence . — Lieutenant A . li. 

Regiment , having been duly sworn, 

the following questions were put to him : — 

Question by the Prisoner . — 

Amwet , — 
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Question by the Prosecutor . 
Answer . — 


These are only in- 
serted to show the 
manner in which 


Question by the Court , — questions should 


Answer . — be put, if requisite. 

Sworn to and signed ( Signed ) A. B. 

before me, this — day Lieutenant , — Regiment. 

(J , 1842. Witnessed by me, 

( Signed) ( Signed ) Captain. 

J ustice of Peace. Major of Brigade. 

The evidence of both the witnesses was taken according 


to the above form, separately, and not in the presence 
of each other, but before the justice of peace and the 
brigade major of the station. The latter, by desire 


of the brigadier, forwarded the evidence to the Presi- 


dent, which was read in Court, admitted as evidence. 


and attached to the proceedings. As the testimony 
given iri this ease was of some consequence, and the 
mode of procedure called forth no remarks from the 


confirming authority, it is presumed to have been 
legal and COEHKCT. Consequently the above may 
be an useful precedent for Judge Advocates, as well 
as Courts Martial. 


104. — Pong after the above was written an oppor- 
tunity has been afforded me of giving another prece- 
dent on this subject, which is taken from the [printed] 
proceedings of the trial of Paymaster Walshe, H. M.’s 
2nd or Queen’s Royal Regiment, conducted by the 
Judge Advocate General of the Bombay Army. The 
General Court Martial was held at Bombay during: 

% f O 

the months of February and March, 1844, and on the 
fifteenth day, Mouday the 25th day of March, 1844, 
it is thus recorded : — 
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u The prisoner lays before the Court the examination of Surgeon 
6t William Henry Young , of Her Majesty's Second or Queen's 
“ Hoyal Regiment , taken at Poona, which is admitted and read , 
“ and is as follows : — 

M Examination of Surgeon William Henry Young , of Her 
u Majesty's Second or Queen's Royal Regiment , taken on oath , at 
“ Poona , before John H, Peart, Esq,, one of Her Majesty's 
“ Justices of the Peace, under the Presidency of Bombay, on the 
u sixteenth day of March , 1 844, in the presence of Lieutenant 
i( G . Yonge , attending on the part of Paymaster Walshe, of 
44 the aforesaid Regiment , o/* Captain Liddell , o/’ 

Lieutenant- Colonel Brough , commanding the same Regimenh 

“ Questioned by Paymaster Walshe” 

Question. 

Answer. 

u Taken before me, on oath , sixteenth day of March , one 

4< thousand tight hundred and forty four, 

il In presence of 

{Signtd) “ J , Liddell, Captain ; and 

14 G\ Yonge, Lieutenant of the Second 
“ or Ut/crn's Royal Regiment, v 
(Signed) “ J , //. 

44 Justice of' Peace" 

RECEPTION OF WRITTEN DOCUMENTS, AND HOW TO BE 

RECORDED. 

105, ~ 44 Every kind of writing, if duly authenticated, is ad- 
u tnissible at a Court Martial ; but the original must be produced, 
44 and no copy, except of official papers, should lie admitted, un- 
u less the Court is satisfied that it was not in the power of the 
u party to produce the original. An attested copy of an official 

document is admissible evidence at a Court Martial, but the 
u person attesting it must be produced as a witness in Court, in 
14 order to depose to its authenticity/’ — Kennedy. 

106. — u It is an universal rule, that where any document is 
“ produced and read by one party, the whole is to be read if the 
,l adversary require it; for unless the whole he read there can be 
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“ no certainty as to the real sense and meaning of the whole 
“ document.” — Kennedy. 

107. — Judge Advocates should remember and be 
very careful that, 

M In drawing up the proceedings of Courts Martial, all written 
M evidence which tends to prove the charge ought to be recorded in 
u the place to which it applies; but such as merely tends to 
M explain or illustrate the evidence, or such parts of the docu- 
u ments given in evidence as do not immediately relate to the 
“ charge, should be annexed to the proceedings as an Appendix ” — 
Kennedy . 

108. — When a letter, or anv written document, is 
handed into Court, it is usual for the Judge Advocate 
to enter a minute somewhat similar to the following 
on the proceedings : — 

The prosecutor [witness or prisoner] here hands into 

Court a letter from , to the address of 

- — * — , dated * — , which is read , admitted by the 

Court > marked No. 1, 2, or 3, or A, B, or 0, and at- 
tached to the proceedings . 

CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS CANNOT BE CALLED FOR. 

109. — u A person in the employ of Government cannot be re- 
“ quired to divulge the nature of his instructions, or any confi- 
“ dentin! communication.” — Simmons. 

110. — u It lias long been decided by the highest judicial 
*• authorities, that confidential military documents, or commit n tea* 
u lions made up under orders of the Sovereign, or even a Com- 
“ mander-in-Chief, cannot be called for to evidence.” — letter 
f rom Deputy Advocate General of Her Majesty* a Forces, Bombay , 
by order of the Com ma ndtr-i n- Ch Uf 8 th July, 1842. 

lit. — -"Official communications between the governor and 
44 the law officer of a colony respecting the state of the colony, 
u orders given by a governor to a military officer, a correspond* 
44 ence betweea an agent of Government and a Secretary of State, 
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<( the report of a Military Court of Inquiry, respecting an officer 
« whose conduct the Court had been appointed to examine, are 
“ coNFiDFNHAi. and privileged communications, which courts 
u of justice will not allow to be disclosed.” — Simmons* — Griffiths . 


EVIDENCE READ OVER TO WITNESS BEFORE LEAVING 

THE COURT. 

1 12. — u Tt is customary, when deemed necessary by the Court, 
“ or desired by a witness, to read over to him, immediately 
44 before he leaves the Court, the record of his evidence, which he 
44 is desired to correct, if erroneous ; and, with this view, any 
iC remark or explanation is entered on the proceedings. It would, 
obviously, be improper to read over the record to a witness, or 
“ to permit him to refer to it when under, or previous tf, cross- 
examination : wo erasure or obliteration is, untier any 
circumstances , admitted." — Simmons. * 


WITNESS CAN CORRECT OR AMEND THE EVIDENCE HE 

HAS GIVEN. 

113 . — 11 Every witness, whether on his examination in chief or 
u on cross-examination, has a natural right to explain and make 
“ clear the evidence which he has given ; but previous entries in 
u the proceedings arc not , in consequence, to be expunged or 
“ erased ; and if any doubt should arise after his examination 
“ has closed, the Court may call upon him for such explanation.” 


1 14 . — u At Courts Martial a witness may, after having left the 
“ Court, and even on a subsequent day, request to be readmitted, 
“ in order to correct or amend the evidence which he has given.” 
— Kennedy. 


115. — In which case the Judge Advocate thus re- 
cords on the proceedings: — 

%id Witness for i Lieutenant , — Regiment , 

(or Defence). S a PP fars m Court, and, requests permis- 
sion that the evidence he gave on 

may be read over to Mm; to enable him to correct 
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[amend or explain] such portion of it which he con- 
siders was not sufficiently dear. (Or as the case 
may be.) 

The Judge Advocate then enters on the proceed- 
ings whatever explanation the witness offers ; but no 
erasures or alterations of the witness’s former testi- 
mony should, under any circumstances, be admitted. 


110.— “ When the Court have asked all questions of a witness, 
u he is directed to withdraw, and this is always noticed in the 
<£ proceedings, to show that two witnesses were not in Court at 
“ the same tim eT— Hough. 


The Judge Advocate enters a minute of the circum- 


stance, thus : — The witness withdraws, or retires . 


APJOUllKMENT ; REASSEMBLY ; *AlIt COPY OF 

rilOCEEDIKUS. 

117* — “ The hour of adjournment, as well as that of assembly, 
“ each day is invariably to be entered upon the record of the 
“ proceedings of Courts Martial ; and in the event of adjourn- 
44 ment at an hour earlier than usual, the cause thereof is to be 
44 explicitly stated /’ — Madras Military Regulations. 

The usual mode of recording such occurrences is 
as follows : — It icing 3 o'clock p.m., (he Court adjourns 

till 11 o'clock to-morrow f orenoon, Wednesday the 

day of June, 1844. The Judge Advocate being ill 
(or a member, or as the case may be), the Court , at 
one o'clock p.m adjourns till 1 1 o'clock a.m . tomorrow 
forenoon, Tuesday the iiih day of June , 1844* 

ltB. — u At tbe close of the business of each day, and in the 
44 interval before the next meeting of the Court, it i* the duty of 
u the Judge Advocate to make a fair copy of the proceedings, 
44 which he continues to copy to the conclusion of the trial/* — 
Tyt icr, — Kt nnaty , 
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119. — On the assembly of the Court daily, the 
Judge Advocate calls over the names of the officers 
composing it; and if any are absent, the cause 
must be stated and minuted on the proceedings 
thus : — 


Second day . 

11 o'clock a.m. f Monday the 10 th day of May , 
1844. 

At a General Court Martin l , then held at , 

pursuant to adjournment . 

Present the same members as on Saturday la$t f 
with the exception of Captain A . B. t reported 
sick . (Or as the case may be.) 

Head over the proceedings of Saturday last. 

120. — A Fair Copy of the proceedings of the pre- 
vious day should always he ready , which the Judge 
Advocate, after having called over the names of the 
Court, should hand over to the President, who either 
examines it himself, or requests a member to look 
over it; whilst the Judge Advocate reads over in 
"open Court the record he took of the previous day’s 
proceedings. This done, the Judge Advocate enters 
a minute of the circumstance, as above pointed out, 
and the trial proceeds. 

121. — Major Hough says : — 

u It is optional with the Court to read over the proceedings of 
** the previous day at each reassembling of the Court: if it is 
" done, there should be no witnesses present in Court/" — Hough. 

But for many reasons it is highly desirable, I conceive, 
that the fair copy of the previous day’s proceedings, 
as pointed out in the preceding paragraph, should 
invariably be read, when any trifling error or omis- 

H 
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sioD (which might be forgotten after the delay of 
several days) can be easily rectified ; and, above all, 
it keeps the Court in mind of the evidence that has 
been given ; and instead of being a loss of time, it 
really expedites the business of the Court, which 
would otherwise perhaps have to adjourn for a day or 
two, to enable the fair copy of the proceedings to be 
prepared. 


AFTER THE PROSEC UTION IS CLOSED NO EVIDENCE CAN 

BE RECEIVED TO SUPPORT IT. 

122. — ■“ The prosecutor must, during the prosecution and 
t( before the prisoner comes on his defence, produce all the 
44 evidence he has to support the charge; and after the prosecu- 
“ lion has been closed he shall not be permitted to adduce any 
u further evidence in proof of the specific facts alleged in the 
u charge .”- — Bombay Military Regulations, 44. 

123. — When the prosecution is closed, the Judge 
Advocate must enter a minute to that effect on the 
proceedings, thus: — The prosecution is here closed: 
after which no farther evidence on the part of the 
prosecution can be admitted. 


DEFENCE. 

124.—-“ The prosecution being closed, the prisoner then enters 
“ on his defence, and may either address the Court first, and then 
u adduce his evidence, or defer his address until the whole of his 
“ exculpatory proof has beeu laid before the Court ; or he may 
“ address the Court both in opening and closing his defence, first 
44 stating the nature of the evidence he intends to adduce, and 
44 afterwards commenting on the case at large .” — Bombay Mili- 
tary Regulations. 

125*-— -Captain Simmons says : — 
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a The prisoner, being placed on his defence (to arrange and 

prepare wlucb, subsequent to the closing of the prosecution, he 
“ may request, and is usually granted, a certain time, perhaps a 
“ day or two, or more), may proceed at once to the examination 
“ of witnesses ; fir at to meet the charge, and secondly to speak to 
%t character , reserving his address to the Court to the conclusion 
u of their examination; or he may previously deliver a statement 
“ commenting on any discrepancies in the evidence produced on 
“ the prosecution, placing his conduct, which is the cause of 
u arraignment, in that point of view which he may deem most 
“ conducive to his exculpation, and pointing out the chain of 
“ evidence by which he proposes to establish the arguments 
“ adduced in his defence.” — Simmons . 

120. — u The prisoner having finished the examination in chief 
‘ f of each witness, the prosecutor cross-examines; — the prisoner 
44 re-examines to the extent allowed to the prosecutor, that is, on 
“ such points as the cross-examination may have touched on, 
“ and the Court put any questions deemed necessary/’ — 

127. — “ When witnesses are called to character they must bo 
44 duly sworn, and cannot be cross-examined; nor can any ex- 
“ animation take place into particular facts; but the witness may 
44 be called upon to assign his reasons for the character which he 
44 has given in evidence/’ — Kennedy* 

128. — 44 Where an officer, on his trial, wishes to have his cha» 
u racter spoken to by officers of high rank and character, whom 
u he does not bring into Court, nothing is more common titan to 
“ introduce their letters in his speech, and they are then attached 
“ to the proceedings/’ — /. A. GVi opinion « — Griffiths , No. 16 . 

1 29. — Teller observes, the prisoner’s couusel, or 

‘‘Legal adviser, is not considered an appropriate person to read 
41 the defence : should the prisoner himself be unable to do so, 
<4 any friend, who is not employed in a legal capacity on the trial, 
“ may be permitted to read the defence; or the prisoner may 
“ request the Judge Advocate to read the defence for him/' — 
Tytlcr . 

130. — “ It occasionally happens, that, on presenting to the 
** Court a written address, the prisoner is unequal to the task of 
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" reading it, from indisposition or nervous excitement: on such 
“ occasions the .1 udge Advocate is sometimes requested to read 
u it ; but as the impression which might be anticipated to arise 
“ from it may, in the judgment of the prisoner, he affected more 
a or less by the manner of its delivery, Courts Martial generally 
“ feel disposed to concede to tire accused the indulgence of per- 
“ mitting it to be read by any friend named by him, and particu- 
“ larly if that friend be a military man, or if the Judge Advocate 
u be the actual prosecutor. On the trial of Lieutenant-General 

“ Whitelock, the counsel was not permitted to read the defence, 

» 

u as being contrary to precedent; but the General was informed 
“ that any military friend, or any near connection, who did not 
u attend to assist hint profess tonally, might read it for him ; in- 
t( deed, no point seemed better established in the practice of 
u Courts Martial than the custom which obtained of resisting this 
“ attempt of counsel to address them ; but of late years it has been 
“ broken through on many trials, and the prisoner’s address has 
if been read by the barristers and attorneys employed profes- 
“ sionally to conduct the defence.” — Simmons . 

131. — Captain Griffiths remarks, — 

u That peculiar circumstances, in some cases, have induced 
“ Courts Martial to allow a legit! practitioner to read the defence 
“ of the prisoner.” — Griffiths, 

132. — Major Hough, in alluding to u modern prac- 
tice? savs : — 

(i Certainly counsel are not to address the Court, but there are 
u many instances in favour of its practice at the present day.” 

lie then quotes several instances, and adds : — 

u I admit neither counsel nor friend should address or speak to 
a the Court, which might lead to arguments; hut having written 
“ a defence, proper in language. I do not see the reasonableness 
u of preventing counsel from reading what he has written.” — 


133. — At a late Court Martial, held at Poona, in 
July, 1843, the prisoners counsel, a barrister-at-law, 
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was allowed to read the address on the defence $ not- 
withstanding the spirit of the 36 th paragraph of the 
Regulations (vide par. 54) of the Bombay Army 
on Courts Martial, seems to prohibit such a pro- 
ceeding. 

134. — But whatever may have been, or is the prac- 
tice not officially directed ; whether in drawing up, 
or in reading the prisoner’s address, the assistance of 
a professional man, a lawyer , should, if possible, be 
always dispensed with by all parties before a Court 
Martial ; for, as Sir Charles J. Napier most truly re- 
marks, 

u The ideas of legal men and those of soldiers are so different 
44 as to the mode of conducting a trial, that I think a prisoner 
44 seldom finds that he profits much by their advice; they are 
44 dexterous, and greatly impede the progress of the Court * * * 
u a soldier does hast when he defends himself — he speaks the same 
u language as his judges, the attorney does not” — Sir C. J . 

135, — When the defence is closed, the Judge Ad- 
vocate enters a minute to that effect on the proceed- 
ings, thus: — The defence h here dosed: after which, 
no evidence on the part of the defence can be ad- 
mitted. 


REPLY AND REJOINDER. 

136. — The prosecutor, if he wish it, now requests 
permission to reply ; which is sometimes done imme- 
diately, or after a short adjournment of the Court; 
or if the proceedings, especially the defence, are 
voluminous, a day or two is requested to prepare the 
reply, which is usually granted* 

137. — “ In all case* where a prisoner produces evidence in his 

H 3 
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" defence, a prosecutor has a right to reply , but lie cannot adduce 
“ any fre3h evidence unless new mutter has been introduced in 
“ the defence, in which case he is allowed to controvert this new 
u matter by evidence.” — Bombay Military Regulations , 49. 

13S. — Under this privilege he may either recapitulate and 
44 methodize the import of his evidence, and strengthen it by 
44 pertinent argument, or show the weakness and insufficiency of 
44 the reasoning and proof on which the prisoner has rested his 
44 exculpation.” — Tytler . 

139. — “ By a reply is to be understood a right of observing 
“ upon the evidence in general ; and also a right of controverting, 
44 by evidence, any new matter introduced by the prisoner in his 
“ defence” — Dclafons . 

140. — 44 When a prisoner has not adduced evidence on his 
44 defence, it remains in the discretion of the Court to determine, 
44 in cases conducted by a private prosecutor, whether he shall be 
“ permitted to reply or not ; in deciding on which point, no 
44 belter rule can be prescribed for its guidance, than that a reply 
“ should be permitted whenever the defence contains any asser- 
44 tions on any matter on which the prosecutor has not previously 
“ had an opportunity of addressing the Court ; for it is equally 

impossible for the Court, as for the approving officer, to do ira- 
44 partial justice, unless the whole of the case of each party is 
“ fairly brought before them.” — Bombay Military Regulations, 50, 

141. — 44 In cases in which the prosecution is wholly conducted 
44 by the Judge Advocate, that officer has the right of reply , 
“ whether evidence has been adduced on the defence or not.” — 
Bombay Military Regulations , 50. 

142 . — Captain Simmons says: — 

“The prisoner having closed his defence, the prosecutor is 
44 entitled to reply where the prisoner has in his defence examined 
“ witnesses, or put in documentary evidence, or hits in his address 
* 4 opened new fuels upon his own assertion, or upon documents which 
44 he may read without proving in evidence ; but not in those 
44 cases where the prisoner merely draws inferences from the 
44 evidence for the prosecution, or elicited from the prosecutor's 
44 witnesses on cross-examination, even should the tendency of 

* these observations be to reflect on the conduct, or impugn the 
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“ motives, of the prosecutor. It, however, seldom happens that a 
u defence takes place before a General Court Martial without the 
“ examination of witnesses ; a reply, therefore, almost invariably 
“ follows the prisoner’s address; to prepare which the Court, in 
ordinary cases, grants the prosecutor a reasonable time, and 
“ upon his reading it the trial ceases/’ — Simmons. 

1 43, — “ A rejoinder is not a matter of right, and should never 
“ be permitted by Courts Martial except when evidence has 
“been adduced on the reply/’ — Bombay Military Regular 
, 51 . 


THE COURT, AT ANY STAGE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 

BEFORE FINDING, CAN RECAL EVIDENCE FOR EXA- 
MINATION. 

144. — “After the prosecution and defence are closed, it is still 
“ competent foraCourt Martial to reeal a witness, for the purpose 

of putting any particular question deemed essential ; the parties 
** must, however, be present/* — Simmons. 

145. — “ The Court is at liberty, at any stage of the proceedings 

before finding, to reeal evidence for examination/*— J. A. G.’s 

« — No. 15 , Griffiths. 

THE TRIAL FINISHED. 

146. — When the prosecutor and prisoner have laid 
their respective cases before the Court, the trial is 
finished, which circumstances should invariably be 
recorded on the proceedings. A minute similar to 
the following is usually entered : — 

u The trial is finished , and the parties and witnesses are discharged 
€t from further attendance /* 

u The above entry should be deferred at trials of European 
** non-commissioned officers and privates til! after the finding 

and proceedings in respect to previous convictions/’— Bombay 
Military Regulations. 

147*— The Court is then closed, and the Judge 
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Advocate reads over the entire fair copy of the pro- 
ceedings, or such part of it as may be considered 
necessary. 


summing m*. 

148, — Tytler says : — 

“ Jn complicated cases, in circumstantial proofs, in cases where 
“ the evidence is contradictory, or in trials where a number of 
u prisoners are jointly arraigned, as on charges of mutiny or the 
“ like, it is expedient that the Judge Advocate should arrange 
u and methodue the body of the evidence, applying it distinctly 
w to the facts of the charge, and bringing home to each prisoner, 
4 * where there are more than one, the result of the proof against 
“ him, balanced with the evidence of exculpation or alleviation. 
u In ordinary cases, a charge of this kind from the Judge Advo- 
H elite is not so necessary —Tytler. 

Mfcy — 1 ft The Judge Advocate reads the proceedings or sums up 
u the evidence, as may be most agir cable to the Court ; in each 
“ case elucidating such parts as may appear, either to himself or 
“ to the different members, worthy of their attention.” — Sullivan. 
— - Hough's Military Law Authorities. 

l.>0. — 44 Whenever the Judge Advocate General executes this 
a duty ” [that of summing np] #< the course to be adopted should 
44 be similar to the course pursued by a judge in his address to 
** the jury. The judge recapitulates the evidence to the jury, 
44 remarking upon such facts as bear upon the case, pointing out 
** the applicability of the different parts of the whole ; and when 
“ he cornes to the defence he gives due weight to the evidence 
4< for the prisoner, and tells the jury, that if there is any doubt in 
a their minds as to the credit due to the witnesses for the prose- 
u cation, then to let the prisoner have the full benefit of that 
44 doubt ; and then concludes by referring to the testimony borne 
44 to the prisoner's character, which, if good, ought to have weight 
44 in their minds, where they entertain any doubt, and which ought 
44 to be construed in bis favour. But if, on the other hand, they 
44 entertain no reasonable doubt, and are of opinion that the crime 
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“ is fully substantiated against the prisoner by the evidence, then 
“ to give theit verdict accordingly.” — Hough . 

131. — “ Besides applying the evidence fairly to each side of 
u the question, the Judge Advocate should inform the Court as 
u to the legal bearing of the evidence; for it may be that the 
44 evidence shall morally satisfy the minds of the Court, and still 
44 the evidence may legally be deficient, or there may have been 
44 admitted evidence which ought to be rejected from their 
44 minds.” — Hough, 

152. — Major Hough farther adds: — 

44 The summing up should not assume facts to be proved, that 
“ should be left to the Court to decide upon; there is a duty to 
be performed, to show the relative bearing of the whole evi- 
dence, but no opinion should be given ” [by the Judge Advo- 
cate], “which should only be given by the jnemben^ who have 
sworn to determine according to the evidence.”— Hough* 


FINDING. 

[Vide pars, 18 and 19, Chapter VIII.] A 

1 ">3. — 44 The Judge Advocate now proceeds to take the opinions 
u of the members on the evidtnet in the matter before them, by 
44 putting the following question to each individual, commencing 
44 with the youngest member: — From the evidence given for and 
* k against the }v isoncr, and from what he has said in his defence, are 
** you of opinion that he is Guilty or Not Guilty of the charge 
“ prtf tired against him? — and as they declare their opinions, he 
44 writes them down, severally, on a sheet of paper.” — Kennedy, 
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Lt.*Col. L. .<»uiltjr, do. do. do. do. Officer and a Gentleman. 

CoL M. Guilty, 

* /. -4. Guilty of the 3rd Instance, with the exeep- 1 * ^ Guilty of behaving in a scandalous, infamous 

tion of the words “ /’ ; manner. 
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— When the charge consists of several counts 
or instances, each is put consecutively : the Judge 
Advocate, immediately after he lias taken the votes 
on each count or instance, states the result (as above 
pointed out # ). 

“ The majority in every case binds the minority: the opinion of 
“ the majority i* the opinion of the Court." — Simmons. 

155. — The Judge Advocate, in collecting the votes 
of a Court Martial, must invariably bear in mind 
that 

“ Courts Martial arc bound to exhaust the whole charges that come 
“ hcfw'L them , bj/ expressly acquitting or convicting the 
“ prisoner of each allegation that is contained in them ” — 
Kennedy. 

156. — The following observations from General 
Kennedy’s work on this important duty demand the 
particular attention of Judge Advocates: — - 

157. — “ If the Court, after having duly considered every eir~ 

“ cumstance of the case, are of opinion that the prisoner is not 
“ ot ii.ty of the charge preferred against him, he is them for ever 
“ quit and discharged of the accusation/' — Kennedy. 

158. — “The manner in which this acquittal is expressed at 
“ Courts Martial varies very considerably, and may be divided 
" into eight distinct formulas, each of them conveying a less or 
u more favourable judgment on the innocence and conduct of the 
“ prisoner.” — Kennedy. 

159. — “The Court may find that the charge is < not jrroved,' 

“ and therefore acquit the prisoner.— an acquittal which must 
“ always leave bis innocence very questionable, as it shows that 
“ the Court themselves were not convinced that he was really 
“ innocent” — Kennedy. 

K30. — “The Court may simply i acquit him * which is still not 
“ altogether satisfactory, on account of Courts Martial having 
“ been too much in the habit of using z stronger formula/' — 
Kennedy. 
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-~ €< The other six formulas are all of them expressive of 
(t the Court being satisfied that the prisoner is not only innocent 
w of the specific charges preferred against him, but likewise of all 
u impropriety of conduct in any circumstance connected with 
i( them; as they may acquit him either 6 fully? or ‘ most fully? 

“ or ‘ honourably , * or ‘ most honourably? or c fully and ho - 
M nourably? or * most fully and most honourably — Kennedy. 

162. — “The word 1 honourably 1 should never be used , except in 
u acquitting a prisoner of charges in which his honour is im- 
“ plicated.” — Kennedy . 

163. *—“ There are many offences that any officer may unfortu- 
“ nately commit, which, although to the prejudice of military 
“ discipline, affect not in the slightest degree either him or his 
u character as a gentleman ; it is therefore perfectly unnecessary, 

“ a nd even improper, for a Court to acquit a prisoner, either 
“ expressly or hy implication, of a higher degree of guilt than that 
“ of which he is accused.” — Kennedy . 

164. —“ It is also competent for the Court, on acquitting the 
“ prisoner, to declare their opinion on the conduct of the prosccu- 
“ tor and on the nature of the charge,— a measure which a Court 
“ Martial ought always to adopt when the conduct of the prose- 
“ cutor is deserving of censure, as it is not only a satisfaction due 
“ to the prisoner, but as it may often prevent the necessity of 
“ another trial.” 

165. — “ Courts Martial, therefore, may declare the charge 
to be [frivolous? * vexatious? 1 unwarranted? 1 unfounded? 

“ or * malicious and that the prosecutor, in preferring it, was 
“ actuated by private pique and resentment, and not by any 
“ motive for the good of the public service.”— Kennedy. 

166. —*“ The Court may also give their opinion on any inci- 
“ dental circumstances, though they do not form part of the 
“ charge, which have arisen in the course of the trial, implicating 
“ the conduct of the prosecutor or prisoner, or even a third 
“ person ; but this right ought to be exercised in the soundest di$~ 
” cretion , and Courts Martial ought never to avail themselves of 
“ it in order to make improper or irrelevant remarks.” — 
Kennedy, 

1(57, « Courts Martial may also observe, upon and censure any 
“ inconsistencies or prevarications of which a witness may be 
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«< guilty. In justice, however, this power ought to be exercised 
" with regard to military persons only> who, if the Court have ex- 
44 pressed an erroneous opinion, can obtain immediate redress, by 
*< applying to the Commander-in-Chief j but persons in a civil 
44 capacity may, without being aware of such a censure having 
4 ‘ been passed, find their character materially injured ; and even 
4< if they were aware of it, they could obtain no redress, except by 
u an inconvenient process at law : for there can be no doubt but 
44 that, as the Court would in such a case assume a power which 
* 4 is not legally vested in it, every individual member would be 

liable to an action for defamation, on the part of the person so 
14 censured.’* — Kennedy . 

168. — The manner in which the finding of a Court 
Martial is to be drawn up, as well as the right and power 
of Military Courts to animadvert on the conduct of 
the prosecutor or witnesses, are most clearly set forth 
in the above quotations, all of which demand the most 
careful perusal and attention on the part of Judge 
Advocates, whose express duty it is to obviate, to the 
utmost of their power, any attempt that may be made 
by a Court at any time, either through ignorance or 
inadvertency, to assume powers which are not legally 
vested in it 

169. — 44 Should the Court be unanimous in their opinion on 
“ any point, the Judge Advocate is not authorized to insert the 
“ word unanimous. ” — Griffiths . 

170. — It appears to be generally admitted, — 

** That the President has no double or casting vote.” — Hough , 
Simmons. — Horst Guards . 41 And if the votes on any question be 
44 equal, the subject ought to be again considered , and the votes 
44 retaken , to insure the majority required by the Articles of 
“ War.'* — Hough, u The majority in every case binds the 


1 
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rv, the opinion of the majority it the opinion of the 
“ Court.” — Simmons. 


PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS. 

171. — If the prisoner is anon-commissioned officer 
or private soldier, and is found guilty of the charge 
preferred against him, the Court is again opened to the 
public, and the parties before it are recalled to give 
evidence relative to previous convictions and general 
character. 

—Her Majesty’s Regulations direct, 

u When a soldier has been found guilty of the charge preferred 
“ against him, the Court, at that stage of the proceedings, is 
<f bound to inquire into and record the prisoner’s former convic- 
u tions, if and his previous character, for its own guidance in 
“ awarding punishment, as well as that of the confirming 
44 authority in sanctioning it being carried into efFect." 

173. — “ The Court has no discretionary power vested in it of 
44 receiving or rejecting such evidence, but they are bound to 
“ receive it, the same as any other lawful evidence which may be 
** submitted for their consideration.” — Horse Guards Ltttcr to 
C. 0* in India , May, 1837. 

174. — “The evidence of previous convictions should be limited 
M to convictions by a Court Martial, or a- court of ordinary 
41 criminal jurisdiction." — Horse Guards Circular , April, 1839. 

175. — Similar regulations are in force on this sub- 
ject in the European branch of the Honourable East 
India Company’s armies in India. Notice is, in all 
cases, to be given to the prisoner (24) twenty-four 
hours before the assembly of the Court, of the inten- 
tion to produce evidence regarding hts previous con- 
victions and general character. The Judge Advocate 
should ascertain, previous to the commencement of 
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the trial, that due notice, &c., has been given to the 
prisoner on these points. 

17$, — The following is the mode of taking evi- 
dence relating to previous convictions and general 
character : — 

Court re-opened . — The Court being re-opened, the 
prisoner is again brought before it* 

1st Witness . — Lieutenunt , adjutant of the 

Regiment , is duly sworn , or examined on his 

former oath . 

Question from the Judge Advocate. — Have you any 
evidence to give this Court as to previous convictions f 

Awncer* — Yes, I have . 

Question from the Judge Advocate. — Has the pri- 
soner been warned that his former convictions would 
be brought in evidence against him ? 

Answer. — Yes, I warned him myself yesterday 

Question from the Judge Advocate . — State what 
you know relative to the })risoner having been pre- 
viously convicted? 

Answer. — The prosecutor here produces and deposes 
to the Court Martial Booh of the Regiment, or didy 
authenticated extracts from it ; from which it appears 

the prisoner , So. — , Private , was tried by a 

District Court Martial, at , on the day of 

June, 1843, for insubordinate conduct, of which he 
was convicted and sentenced to receive - — lashes; 

Also, by a Regimental Court Martial , at , on 

y 0 f , 1844, ybr , of which he 

was likewise convicted and sentenced to twenty days 
imprisonment , ten of which were solitary . 
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Question from the Judge Advocate, — State what 
you know of the prisoner's general character ? 

Answer. — The prisoner has for some time bo^ne an 
indifferent character. Or as the case may be. 

Question by the Prisoner.* — What facts or grounds 
have led you to give such a character of me to the 
Court ? 

Answer. — The prisoner has been brought up so 
constantly before the commanding officer. Or as 
the case may be. 

Question from the Judge Advocate. — What is the 
prisoner's age, and his length of service ? 

Answer. — lie is twenty-eight years old, and has 
been ten years and two months in the service. 

The prisoner is remanded to confinement, all parties 
are discharged from further attendance, and the Court 
is closed. 

IF THE PRISONER HAS NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 

CONVICTED. 

Question from the Judge Advocate. — Have you 
any evidence to give this Court as to previous con- 
victions ? 

Answer. — No, l have not . 

Question from the Judge Advocate. — State what 
you know of the prisoner's general character ? 

Anstoer. — The prisoner, up to the present time, has 
borne a good character. Or as the case may be. 

[ The prisoner may here cross-examine the witness, if 

he wish it.] 

* Then- |g no occasion to put thi« question unkrss the prisoner wUb it, — it is 
only inserted here to point out the mode of cross-examination. 
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Question from the Judge Advocate. — What is the 
prisoner's age , and length of service 1 

Answer. — The prisoner is twenty years of age, and 
has been three years in the service. 

The prisoner is remanded to confinement, all parties 
discharged from further attendance, and the Court is 
closed. 

THE COURT MAT ADJOURN, AND TAKE TIME TO 
CONSIDER THEIR VERDICT OR SENTENCE. 

177. — Major Hough says : — 

“ There seems no doubt that a Court Martial may adjourn to 
“ consider of tbeir finding as well as sentence. On the trial of the 
u late Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, at Meerut, in 1834 (the pro~ 
u atdings occupied 1250 pages folio), the Court Martial took three 
44 days to read over the proceedings and to deliberate. Juries do 
“ not separate till they have given the verdict, — Courts Martial 
u do adjourn and meet again , and for more than one day, before 
** they determine upon their finding. Judges often postpone 
“ their judgments for several days, and even consult the other 
“ judges of their court, or all the judges* upon points of law ; and 
* 4 Courts Martial must at times do so, and have done so.” 

* Military/ Law Authorities . 


SENTENCE. 

[ Vide par . 26, Chapter IV , ; also pars, 20, 2 1 , and 22, 

Chapter VIII.] 

178. — If the prisoner on trial is a non-commis- 
sioned officer or private soldier, the Judge Advocate 
must now lay on the table the medical certificate fur- 
nished him by the surgeon of the prisoner’s regiment, 
in which should be clearly represented the actual state 

r 3 
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of the prisoner's health, so that the Court may be en- 
abled to judge what sentence can be duly carried into 
effect. The certificate must be appended to the pro* 
ceedings. 

179. — “ Should the Court find the prisoner is guilty, the Judge 
u Advocate then proceeds to take their opinions on the punishment 
u to be awarded, by putting to each member, commencing with the 
u youngest, this question : — The Court Ituving found the prisoner 
** g u dty of such an offence , in your opinion what punishment ought 
“ to he awarded Kennedy. 

180 . — The Judge Advocate, as on the finding, 
writes down on a sheet of paper the nature and quan- 
tum of punishment each member considers should be 
awarded; and immediately after he has taken the 
votes of all, states the result, as below pointed out/ 
Here also, 

u The majority in every case binds the minority ; the opinion of 
a the majority i$ the opinion of the Court ” — Simmons. 

Except in cases where the extreme penalty of the law 

is awarded, when the votes of two- thirds of the Court 
are requisite. 



The Nature qf Punishment, | The Quantum of Punishment . 

Lieut A. • * Transportation. Capt O. ...Death. Lieut A. Seven Years. (.’apt. G. ...14 Fourteen Yrs. 

Ueut B. , . Death. Capt H. ... .Transportation. j Lieut. B. ..3 Three Years. Capt. H. . . 7 Seven Years. 
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The Nature of Punishment. The Quantum of Punishment. 

Lieut* A. ..To be dismissed. Capt. G To be cashiered. Ensign A. , . . .200 Lashes. Lieut. G... . . ..150 Lathes. 

Lleot. B. .. . .To be cashiered. Cap t. 11.. . . .To be dismissed. Ensign B 100 Ixishes. Capt. H .150 Lashes. 

Lieut. C To be dismissed. Capt. I To be cashiered. Lieut. C 150 Lashes. Capt. T 200 Lashes. 
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— 44 Every member must give his vote , whether he has 
14 acquitted or condemned the prisoner/* — Kennedy . 

182* — In the remarks on a General Court Mar- 
tial, General Sir II. Fane, Commander-in-Chicf in 
India, in May, 1839, thus expresses himself : — 

“ On a reference to the Judge Advocate General of Her 
u Majesty's army on this point ” [namely , refusing to vote as to a 
question of punishment , when the prisoner had been convicted by a 
majority of a Court Martial of which he was a m ember J t “in the 
44 year 1834, he ruled as follows : — I pon a finding of guilty by a 
“ Court Martial, 1 am of opinion that, although all the member's of 
u the Court may not have, concurred in it, it must be deemed the 
44 finding of the whole; and the members who voted for acquittal 
4< may be called upon to vote upon the punishment to be awarded on 
44 the prisoner, as if they had concurred in the finding of guilty” 

183, — Major Hough says:— 

44 It is the practice of the Bengal Army for the acquitting mem- 
44 hers to vote as to punishment ; and repeated references to the 
44 Judge Advocate General have received the same answer.” 

184. —** In all cases wherein the offence of which a prisoner is 
convicted comes under any particular Article of War, the 
C ourt can award no other punishment than the one prescribed in 
such Article/ — li( nn bay Military Regulations, 09. 

18o. i% When, however, the punishment is left to the discretion 
of the Court, it is to be understood that such discretion must be 
regulated by the custom of war in the like casts', and Courts 
Martial ought, therefore, to award no unusual punishment, 
except when the circumstances of a particular case may 
imperiously require it.”— •Bombay Military Regulations, 100. 

1 86. — Where the judgment of members differs as 
to the nature of the punishment, it is usual to separate 
the question : — First to ascertain the nature , the majo- 
rity deciding ; then the quantum . — Simmons . 

187. — « Two punishments, of a distinct nature and degree 
w k° ra €ac ^ other, cannot be inflicted for the same offence, except 
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“ in esses wherein such power has been conveyed to Courts 
“ Martial by some express provisions of the Mutiny Act." — 
Bombay Military Regulations, 117 . 

188. — If an officer is sentenced to be transported, 
that sentence is in itself sufficient to exclude him from 
the service he belongs to, as a felon cannot be a sol- 
dier. An officer must not in any case be sentenced 
to be “ dismissed ” and “ transported ” in the same 
sentence. This would be two punishments of a dis- 
tinct nature, thereby rendering the sentence illegal, 
null, and void. 

189. — It sometimes happens that an individual 
holding a staff or civil appointment, is brought to 
trial before a Court Martial; in such cases, if the 
prisoner is convicted, it is irregular for the Court to 
pass a sentence having reference to the appointment 
held by the prisoner. If a brigade- major, paymaster, 
an adjutant, or any staff-officer, or a surgeon, apothe- 
cary, or hospital- assistant employed on the staff, or in 
a civil capacity, be brought forward and convicted , 
the Court must not sentence the offender to be re- 
moved from his staff or civil appointment, but should 
award such punishmeut as is laid down in the Articles 
of War, or as is awarded in such like cases for the 
crime of which the prisoner has been found guilty, 
as an officer or soldier; the Government, and the 
Commandcr-in-Chief, having the power at any time 
to remove any individual from the staff or civil 
employ, if considered necessary, without bringing 
the subject before a Court Martial. 

190. — In like manner, it is irregular to sentence a 
warrant or a non-commissioned officer to be repri- 
manded, or a private soldier to be sent to drill for a 
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certain period* Such punishments are unusual, and 
should never be awarded. 

191. — An Officer is liable to be adjudged the follow- 
ing punishments: — 1. death; 2 .transportation; 3. fine ; 
4. imprisonment; 5. to he cashiered; 6. to be dismissed 
(with incapacity to serve for embezzlement only); 7. 
loss of rank; 8. to be reprimanded or admonished; and 
in the Honourable E. I. Company’s Army, 9. to be 
suspended from rank and pay. 

192. — The punishment to which Native Officers 
in the East India Company’s Army are liable are, — 
1. death ; 2. dismissal ; 3. suspension, and 4. reprimand , 
for any military offence ; and death, transportation, 
imprisonment, and fine, for any offence of a civil 
nature. 

193. — A Warrant Officer is liable to be sen- 
tenced to — 1. death; 2. transportation; 3 .fine; 4. 
imprisonment ; 5. to he discharged; 6. to he reduced, 

u If he was originally enlisted as a private soldier, and continued 

“ in the service until his appointment to be a warrant officer/’ 

># 

194. — Noncommissioned Officers of Her Ma- 
jesty’s, or of the Honourable E. I. Company’s Euro- 
pean or Native Armies, on conviction of any offence, 
when a capital punishment is not awarded, must be 
reduced to the ranks in the first instance ; and after 
this is done, any of the punishments a private soldier is 
liable to can be awarded in addition . 

195. — A Private Soldier can be adjudged — 1. 
death ; 2. transportation ; 3. corporal punishment , not 
exceeding 200 lashes, 

u For mutiny, insubordination and violence, or offering violence to 
u superior officers ; drunkenness on duty ; sale of, or making away 
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“ with arms, accoutrements, or necessaries ; stealing from a com - 
u rade, or other disgraceful conduct of the nature particularized in 
u the Articles of War.” 

4. imprisonment , with or without hard labour ; 5. im- 
prisonment , part of which may be solitary ; 6. loss of 
pay ; 7. loss of pay and pension , in addition to other 
punishments ; 8. forfeiture of all additional pay whilst 
serving, and of pension on discharge ; 9. to he marked 
with the letter I), a second additional punishment for 
desertion; 10. deprivation of liquor, when issued in 
kind, or leer or liquor money and pay , for drunkenness ; 

11, one penny a day , not exceeding thirty days, for 
drunkenness on parade or on the line of march ; and 

12. on conviction of disgraceful conduct, the Court 
may, as a cumulative punishment, recommend that the 
prisoner be discharged with ignominy. 

1 96. — There is a slight difference in some of the 
above-mentioned punishments, when awarded to sol* 
diers in the Honourable E. I. Company’s Sendee. 
[ Vide 2nd Section , Articles of War for the Honour- 
able JE. I. Company's Troops .] 

° in the native army, in the liast Indies, corporal punishment 
“ cannot be awarded ; but imprisonment, either with or without 
“ hard labour, and forfeiture of increased pay arising out of length 
u of service, may be adjudged.” — Bombay Military Regula- 
tions, 112. 

Death and transportation are also awardable ; and for 
civil offences, death, transportation , imprisonment , and 

197. — u In Her Majesty's and the Honourable Company’s Euro* 
u pean tinny, non-commissioned officers and privates may be 
“ adjudged to be transported , as felons, for life, or foT a term of 
“ years, for any military offence for which death "is awardable. 
u Transportation cannot be awarded in the native army for any 
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u military offence, except embezzlement or fraudulent mis* 
“application of military stores, or any sort of public property 
“ applied to military purposes." — Bombay Military Regular 
fionSi 113. 

198. — When the Judge Advocate has taken the 
votes of the members of the Court on all points, he 
draws up the finding and sentence, which, being 
approved of by the Court, must be entered on the 
proceedings. 

199. — “ The finding and sentence must always be inserted in 
44 the proceedings, in the Judge Advocate's own handwriting." — 
Kennedy. 

200. — The greatest care and attention is requisite 
in drawing up the sentence of a General Court 
Martial. On this point. Captain Simmons ob- 
serves : — 

“ With respect to the wording of the sentence, in cases discre- 
44 tionary with the Court, no special form is necessary. It 
41 should, obviously, be expressed in clear and unambiguous 
“ language, in cases not discretionary, the Court would do well 

to adhere as literally as possible to the terms of the statute, or 

Article of War, by virtue of which the punishment rs awarded." 

■Simmons. 

201. — “ in drawing up the findings and sentences of Courts 
44 Martial the utmost precision is to be observed in specifying 
4 how far a prisoner is guilty or not guilty of each charge, or 
“ instance of charge , and in specifying the exact nature and 
vi degree of punishment which the Court has awarded." — Jktmbay 
Military Regulations , 1J9. 

202. — The finding and sentence are usually drawn 
up as follows : — 

Finding. — The Court, Jutting maturely weighed and 
cof wider ed the evidence brought forward in 
support of the prosecution 9 together with that 
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adduced on the defence? is of opinion that the 
prisoner , Captain A . B., — * regiment — - — , is 

Guilty of the first instance of the charge . 

Not guilty of second instance of the charge. 

Guilty of the third instance of the charge, 
with the exception of the words u — — 

Guilty of the fourth instance of the charge , 
hut attach no criminality to the act. 

Guilty of conduct unbecoming an officer 
and a gentleman. 

Sentence.-- -The Court having found the prisoner 
guilty, as above specified, do adjudge him 

the said Captain A. B., — regiment , 

to be cashiered. 

Camp at , 10th July, 1844. 

Colonel and President. 

, Captain. 

Deputy Judge Advocate. 

[If the prisoner is acquitted 

Finding. — The Court , having maturely weighed and 
considered all that has been adduced in support 
of the prosecution, as well as what has been 
brought forward on the defence, is of opinion 

that the prisoner, Lieutenant C. D. , 

regiment , is 

Not guilty of the first instance of the charge. 

Not guilty of the second instance of the 
charge . 

Not guilty of insubordinate and unofficer- 
like conduct , 

And do therefore most fully acquit him 
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the said Lieutenant C. D. t — regiment, of all 
and every part of the charge. 

Signed as above. 

— If mitigating circumstances have appeared during the 
•* trial, which could not be taken into consideration in determin- 
“ ing the degree of guilt found by their verdict, the Court can 
“ only avail themselves of such circumstances as adequate grounds 
** for recommending the prisoner to mercy /' — Bombay Military 
Regulations, 120, 

204.— ***No recommendation to mercy is to be written in the 
u body of the sentence, but it is to be inserted on the same page if 
“ fHKsibfc, below the signatures of the President and Judge Advo- 
u cate, and to hear the signature of the President alone/’ — horn- 
buy Military Regulations, 121* 

The usual mode of recording recommendations to 
mercy, or “to be discharged with ignominy? is as 
follows : — 

The Court , having thus performed the painful duty 
of awarding punishment , in strict conformity to an 
Article of War, which deprived them of all discre - 

tionary power, beg leave to recommend the case of 

to the merciful consideration of the confirming 

authority. 


Colonel and President . 

The Court can add any further remarks that may 
be deemed necessary after the word “ authority ? 

In consequence of the disgraceful (or infamous) 
nature of the prisoner's conduct, and his general 
bad character , as developed on this trial , the Court 
respectfully recommend that the prisoner, Private 
he discharged from Her Majesty s Ser- 
vice, with ignominy . 


Colonel and President 
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205.—“ Wbefl tb$ President signs the proceedings of the 
“ Court, he must insert the date when he affixes his signature.” — 
Clause in Mutiny Act, 1843* Captain Simmons says: — ” Pre- 
u sidents have been since recommended, upon the highest official 
w authority, to affix the date of their signature in all cases.” — 
Horse Guards Circular, 9th May, 1842. 

206* — The Bombay Military Regulations direct: — 

u The period of the different descriptions of imprisonment is to 
u be reckoned /Ww* the date of the proceedings being signed by the 
“ President, which is to be thereon minuted . The period of im- 
“ prisonment adjudged to native soldiers commences from the 
<4 date of the original sentence.” — Bombay Military Regulations , 

1 tO and 112. 

207* — The President should invariably on all trials, 
whatever may be the sentence, affix the date above 
his signature ; the Judge Advocate signs the proceed- 
ings, after the President has done so ; and in India, 
in all Native Courts Martial, the Interpreter adds his 
signature. 

208. — The proceedings must invariably be signed 
as above directed, and sealed in the presence of the 
Court . The President franks the envelope, and 
the Judge Advocate should send the packet direct 
from the Court by an orderly to the Post Office, with a 
request that the accompanying receipt (which he 
should write out and send with the packet) may be 
returned to him stamped or signed. 

Received from Captain , Deputy 

Judge Advocate General , a letter u On the Ser- 
vice/’ to the address of the Judge Advocate 
General 

Camp at 10/A January , 1844. 

This receipt should be carefully taken care of by 
the Deputy Judge Advocate. 
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209 . — A blank space, of at least half a page, is invariably to 
44 be left at the conclusion of the record of proceedings of all 
u Courts Martial, in order that the Cornmander-in-Ch ief, or 
** officer to whom the proceedings are to be submitted, may find 
** room to insert his signature, together with such remarks as the 
“ particular case may call for.” — Madras Military Regula- 
tions. 

210. — The proceedings of Native Courts Mar- 
tial arc conducted in precisely the same manner as 
European ones, and are recorded in English; a 
Judge Advocate and Interpreter being attached to 
the Court. 


revision. 

21 L — When a Court Martial is ordered to revise 
its finding and sentence, it is usually minuted on the 
proceedings in the following manner : — 

Tenth day . 

11 o'clock, a.m. } Monday , the twentieth day of June, 

1844. 

At a General Court Martial , reassembled at , 

under orders from his Excellency 


Present the same Members as on Thursday , the tenth 

day of June t 1844. 

The President [Judge Advocate at a Native Gene- 
ral Court Martial] lays before the Court the annexed 

letter from , dated - , ivhich is 

read . 

The Court proceeds to reconsider its finding and 
Sentence . 

Revised finding 1 

© \ , , , — — . 

and sentence. J 


K 3 
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212*—“ Whenever the instructions of the Commander-in- 
u Chief, or other confirming officer for the revision of the 
u proceedings, may be communicated to Courts Martial by letter, 
“ the letter in which such instructions are contained is invariably 
“to be entered on the record, in order that the grounds upon 
“ which revision was directed may appear, together with the 
“ further proceedings of the Court thereon — Madras Military 

213. — u Whenever the proceedings of a Court Martial are 
u ordered to be revised, it is illegal for the Court to call and 
u examine fresh witnesses : the revision is to be confined entirely 
u to a reconsideration of the matter already recordtd on the pro- 
“ cscdingsl' — Bombay Military Reguta turns, 122. 

214. — “ It is to be parlicularly observed, that however excus- 
u able an adherence from conscientious motives to findjaw^and 
“ sentence once pronounced may be, where error (if j 

u arising from a misconception of the law, or of the et 
“ war in the like cases, is brought to the notice of a 
“ Martial, support* d by respectable authority, their persevere 
“ iu error is a dereliction of duly, and a baneful example. 
Bombay Military Regulations , 123, 


APPEALS FROM REGIMENTAL TO GENERAL COURTS 

MARTIAL* 

215. — When a Judge Advocate is consulted, or 
called on to conduct the proceedings of a trial, re- 
garding an appeal from a Regimental to a General 
Court Martial, he must reinember there are hro 
descriptions of appeal, which are perfectly different 
and distinct from each other. On die part of the 
Crown, he acts in conjunction with both parties, — 
ippellant and respondent,— to search out the truth, 
ind to obviate a failure of justice in all cases. 

216. — The appeal authorized by the 16th Section 
»f the Mutiny Act for Her Majesty’s Forces, and the 
‘5th Section of the Mutiny Act for the Honourable 
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East India Company's European Troops, is that, 
when a non-commissioned officer or private soldier, 
after being tried and acquitted, or convicted of any 
offence by a Regimental Court Martial, considers the 
minor Court has not properly administered justice, 
and consequently appeals to a General Court Martial, 
by which the very same circumstances are rein- 
vestigated and judgment passed thereon, 

217. — The Section of the Mutiny Act alluded to 
directs : — 

“ That no officer or soldier being acquitted or convicted of any 
shall be liable to be tried a second time by the same or 
Court Martial for the same offence, unless in the cast 
a Regimental to a General Court Martial.” 

regulations of the Bombay Army, on 
Eis subject, are both clear and explicit ; it is therein 

“ That the latter part of the above-quoted section of the Mutiny 
a Act relates to non-commissioned officers and soldiers [as no 
u commissioned officer is amenable for any offence to the former 
' Ui description of Court] who, having been tried by a Regimental 
41 Court Martial, appeal from the sentence thereof to a general 
one. With the view, therefore, of establishing an uniformity of 
44 practice in cases in which such appeals are made and sanctioned, 
(C the following mode of procedure is directed to be observed.” — 
Bombay Military Regulations, 169. 

219. — 44 On an appeal from a Regimental to a General Court 
u Martial, the proceedings are to be conducted entirely as an 
<( original trial, without the slightest reference being had to the 
44 former trial ; the individual, consequently, who makes the 
“ appeal again appears as a prisoner before the General Court 
u Martial, and is arraigned and tried on precisely the same specific 
u charge which was investigated by the Regimental Court Martial* 
u the person preferring it supports the prosecution ; the wit- 
u nesses called by either party are not restricted to such as were 
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CGOfirmed by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Brad- 
ford, the then Commander-in-Chief at Bombay, And 
Major-General Kennedy, in his Treatise on the 
Principles and Practice of Military Law , mentions: — 

“That along with the proceedings of the Court Martial on 
“ Private Henderson, he transmitted a copy of this opinion con- 
(i tained in the above remarks to the Judge Advocate General of 
“ Her Majesty’s Forces, and never received any intimation that 
“ the manner in which they had been conducted was considered 
“ to be objectionable/’ 


221. — Major-General Kennedy also observes*: — 

u It may be justly held that in the case contemplated in that 
“ section (of the Mutiny Acts here referred to), the Legislature 
u intended that the proceedings should be conducted not in the 
w manner of appeal as in civil cases, but as a new trial, precisely 
“ in the manner which Blackstoue thus describes: — ‘ (hunting a 
u i new trial under proptr regulations cures all these inconveniences* 
“ 4 and ut the same time presen ts entire and renders perfect that most 
u 4 excellent method of decision > which h the glory of the English 
lair. A new trial is a rehearing of the cause before another jury , 
hut with as little prejudice to either party as it it had never been 
“ 4 hear d before . JS'o advantage is taken of the former verdict on the 
“ 4 one side, or the rule of the Court for awarding such second trial 
i on the other ; and the subsequent verdict , though contrary to the 
Jirst, imports no tittle of blame upon the former jury, who, 
u ‘ had they possessed the same lights and advantages, would pro- 
“ * hably have altered their ow n opinion/ M 


<k * 

a a 


u 


U i 


222, — The other description of appeal is that au- 
thorized by the 121st Article of War, Queen’s Troops, 
and the 107th Article of War, Company’s Troops; 
which direct: — 


44 If a non-commissioned officer or private soldier shall think him - 
“ self wronged by his captain, or other ojfficer commanding (he troop 
u or company to which he belongs, he is to complain then of to the 
g officer of the regiment , who is hereby required to sum- 
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u men & Regimental Court Martial for cfomg justice to the 
H complaining ; from which Regimental Court Martial either party 
u may* if he thinks himself still aggrieved , appeal to a General 
u Court Martial : hut if the party appealing he convicted of having 
u made a vexatious and groundless appeal from the Regimental to 
u the General Court Martial , he shall he liable to such punishment 
a as, by the judgment of a General Court Martial , may be 

a 

223. — The Regulations of the Bombay Army direct 
the mode of proceeding in such cases to be as 
follows : — 

“ The Regimental Court being assembled, and the parties in 
44 attendance, the complainant proceeds to prove his alleged 
44 wrong. The officer then brings forward what he has to adduce 
44 in refutation or explanation of the allegation, and the Court, 

44 having heard both parties and their witnesses, gives an opinion 
44 on the subject before it If either of the parties considers him- 
44 self aggrieved by that decision, he may appeal to a General 
44 Court Martial, by which the matter is again heard, the appel- 
44 lant first stating his case and grounds of appeal, and support- 
44 ing the same by evidence, to which the respondent (or party in 
44 whose favour the inferior Court decided) makes such reply, and 
44 adduces such evidence, as he may consider necessary. When 
44 the case is fully before the General Court Martial, it gives its 
44 opinion, either affirming or reversing the decree of the first 
44 tribunal ; and if, in addition to the former of these decisions, tt 
44 should declare the appeal to be vexatious and frivolous, the 
44 party who made it is liable to such punishment as shall, by an- 
44 other General Court Martial, be awarded.” — Bombay Military 
Regulations* 173. 

224. — 44 The Courts specified in the preceding paragraph are 
44 to he constituted and conducted in the regular manner, and all 
“ cvubrtce gi%’en before them is to be on oath; but no person 
44 appears as a prisoner (in relation to the matter under investiga- 
44 tion) till brought before the second General Court Martial, on 
44 the specific charge of having made a vexatious and frivolous 
44 appeal / 1 — Bombay Military 
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225, — In case# of appeal of this description coming 
under the 121st and 107 th Articles of War, the in- 
vestigation by the General Court Martial is a new 
trial of the very same circumstances which were 
inquired into by the Regimental Court* As in the 
former-mentioned description of appeal (par. 219), 
the subject is laid before a General Court Martial to 
be reinvestigated, the trial is conducted as is usual 
on other General Courts Martial, and a decision is 
passed by the General Court Martial according to the 
evidence adduced before it; but neither the proceedings 
nor any thing that took place on the Regimental Court 
can be received as evidence by the General Court 
Martial : any witnesses, whether examined before the 
minor Court or not, may he called by either party, and 
examined : there is not 9 however, any prisoner before 
the Court, neither can the Court award any punish- 
ment 

226, — The proper mode of procedure in such cases 
is as follows : — 

The Court having assembled, the Appellant and 
Respondent are called before it; the orders for 
assembling the Court, the President’s and Judge 
Advocate’s warrants, are read* The Judge Advocate 
then informs the Court, that the case about to lie in- 
vestigated is an appeal from a Regimental to a 
General Court Martial; both parties have the right 
of challenging; and the Judge Advocate should put 
the usual question on this point, to the Appellant 
first, and then to the Respondent, minuting such, 
and the answer thereto, on the proceedings: the 
President, Members, and Judge Advocate are duly 
sworn: the statement of the Appellant’s alleged 
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wrongs is now read and recorded: the Appellant 
first addresses the Court, and lays what be considers 
his grievances or wrongs before it, and then adduces 
evidence in proof thereof: the Appellant should not 
in any ease be sworn : the examination of witnesses, 
who must all give their evidence on oath, is taken in 
precisely the same manner as on other Courts Martial: 
when the Appellant’s case is fully before the Court 
the Respondent then replies to it, adducing such evi- 
dence as he thinks necessary : the Respondent also 
should not be sworn, unless required to be so by the 
Appellant, or when such is considered necessary by 
the Court, that he may depose to facts: the trial being 
finished, the Court deliberates on the evidence which 
has been adduced before it, and gives an opinion 
thereon, thus:— 

1. — The Court having maturely weighed and con- 
sidered the evidence that has been adduced on the part 
of the Appellant , as well as that brought forward 

by the Respondent , is of opinion that — 

private — — regiment, has failed to substantiate the 
grievances complained of [or as the case may be], 

2 * — The Court are further of ojnnion , that 

appeal made by private regiment , 

is vexatious and groundless . 

It then remains with the confirming authority to 
approve and confirm the proceedings and opinion of 
the Court; and, if he thinks it necessary, to issue 
instructions for the Appellant to be placed a prisoner, 
and brought to trial u for submitting a vexatious and 
groundless appeal from a Regimental to a General 
Court Martial” 
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227. — It is evident the Article of War does not 
authorize a General Court Martial held to investigate 
an appeal from a Regimental Court, to award punish - 
ment; as was done by the General Court Martial 
held at Dinapoor, 9th October, 1826; though it was 
approved and confirmed by Lord Combermcre, Com- 
mandcr-in- Chief in India, in G. O. C. C., 15th 
(King’s Troops, 7th) Nov. 1826; and which trial is 
given by Major Hough, at length, at page 226 
4 Military Laic Authorities / as a precedent; for the 
approval and confirmation of the convening authority 
of the opinion of the General Court Martial is requi- 
site before the Appellant can be tried , much less have 
punishment awarded , for the offence of making a vexa- 
tious and groundless appeal. 

228. — If the Appellant is brought to trial “for 
submitting a vexatious and groundless appeal from a 
Regimental to a General Court Martial the proceed* 
ings of both Courts before which the subject of appeal 
was investigated can be brought in evidence against 
him. 

229. — Major Hough, at page 236 ‘Military Law Au- 
thorities,’ mentions “a case of appeal by a native soldier, 
G.O.C.C., Ard Nov . 1834;” but the Articles of War 
for the native troops of all three Presidencies do not 
authorize appeals from Regimental to General Courts 
Martial in the Native Army ; the redress of griev- 
ances being directed to be decided by general officers 
commanding divisions of the army, or by the Com- 
roander-in-Chief, 

230. — In concluding this chapter, it may be as well 
to remind the Judge Advocate, that, as officer of the 
Court, in recording and conducting the proceedings 

L 
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of General Courts Martial, the Court may direct him 
to perform these duties in any manner in which the 
Court may deem proper. In obeying, however, and 
carrying the orders of the Court into effect, the Judge 
Advocate must also bear in mind, that he has also a 
most responsible duty to discharge, and that it is 
incumbent on him to submissively and respectively 
point out to the Court the slightest deviation which 
may occur in their orders from established forms and 
rules, whether it be at variance with the customs of 
war or the laws of the land. The Judge Advocate 
is responsible to his Sovereign, and those delegated 
by her, that all ordinances relating to trial by Courts 
Martial arc fully acted up to, and, in the absence of 
official rules, that the established customs of the army 
are adhered to ; and above all, that those who are 
appomled jurors and judges discharge their duties, 
without exceeding the power vested in them, so that, 
under all circumstances, “ there may not y in any case , 
be a failure of justice 
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CHAPTER V. 

DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AS PUBLIC PROSECUTOR. 

" Ax Public Pronecutflr, the Court can exercise no control over the 
'* Judge Advocate in the performance of this duty he must be allowed to 
u act according to his own judgment and discretion."—* Kennedy. 

1 . — t( The Judge Advocate formerly instituted proceedings be- 
“ fore Courts Martial by virtue of his appointment, as in the 
'* present day the Attorney General files ex-officio informations. 
“ The older treatises on military discipline, and ‘ compleat mgle- 
u ‘ tnents,* represent the Judge Advocate as ‘instructing' the 
a Court and reading * informations ' respecting the charge tit issue. 
“ In the reign of James the Second, the Town Major, or Aide 
a Major, or Quarter Master of the regiment, discharged the duties 
“ of Judge Advocate at Garrison or Regimental Courts Martial, 

“ which appear to have been clearly distinguished from General 
** Courts Martial or Councils of Wa r."— Simmons, 

2. —“ In ail cases where a prisoner was committed to the Mar* 
“ shal General, the ‘ informations' against him were directed to 
“ be given to the Judge Advocate within eight-and-forty hours of 
“ his commitment ; — this was expressly provided for by the 3rd 
4 clause, under the head of * Administration of Justice in several 
“ ‘ of the earlier Articles of War/” — Simmons * 

3. — « The fifty-second article of the Rules and Regulations for 
w the better Government of His Majesty's Forces in pay, estab* 

“ lished 1686, is as follows : — In ull criminal cases which may 
“ concern the Crown, His Majesty's Advocate General , or Judge 
u Advocate of the Army , shall inform the Court, and prosecute in 
“ HU Majesty's behalf Until the alteration of the articles in 
“ 1829, the duty of the Judge Advocate to prosecute was sped- 
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“ fied, and * to inform * continued in the marginal note, although 
( * expunged from the article: thus the duty of the Judge Advo- 
(( cate to advise the Court on points of law would seem to have 
*' arisen in the practice of Courts Martial, and not having been 
a prescribed by any ancient ordinances, or reglements, requiring 
u him to instruct or inform the Court/* — Simmons. 

4. — ** It was formerly provided in the Articles of War,$at the 
** Judge Advocate prosecute in the King’s name: by thet custom 
“ of the service the actual duties of prosecutor more frequently 
u devolve on the individual originating the charge, or on the staff 
u officer ordered to perform the duty : occasionally, where the 
u accusation involves distinct transactions, the conduct of the 
“ prosecution is entrusted to the different persons who may be 
“ more particularly acquainted with the circumstances to be in* 
44 vest i^ated : it is, however, always considered to be at the suit of 
“ the Crown” — Simmons. 

5 — JSu person except the Judge Advocate can appear as 
t: prosecutor before a Court Martial, who is not subject to mar* 
14 Hal law. 1 ’— 

f>. — Major Ilough says, the rule in the Bengal 
Army is, 

“ If a crime be of a general nature, and not an injury to an 
“ individual, to call on the person preferring the charge to appear 
lk a* prosecutor; and the Judge Advocate is to submit to the 
general officer commanding the division the expediency gene- 
u rally of the officer commanding the regiment or department to 
“ which the prisoner may belong being required to sustain the 
i{ prosecution in cases of a civil person being complainant, he 
“ becomes the principal witness, and after giving his evidence, 
should be allowed to remain in Court, that the Judge Advocate 
** may refer to him/* — fkngttl Military Regulations. 

7. — “ In all cases of trial before a General Court Martial, the 
44 offence charged is considered as having been committed against 
u Government, because, although its character may have been 
41 contumacy or injury towards an individual, the crime is stated 
** and presented as a breach of the law, or discipline, established 
41 by the supreme power. The Judge Advocate General, or He- 
4< puty Judge Advocate, is, by his office, the prosecutor on the part 
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u of Government, for the violation of its ordinances have suffered, 
“ and no other prosecutor is necessary. For the surer further- 
u ance of justice, the individual who has been directly affected in 
u his authority or person by the transgression, is usually allowed 
“ to act as joint prosecutor: this is, however, a matter of conve- 
u nience, and is not essential to the proceed mgs/' — G , 0. C.‘C. 
in Indkt {Marquis of Hastings), 23 dJan., 1818. 

A 

8. — “As a general rule in this army” (Madras), “and more 
u especially upon all trials before General Courts Martial arising 
u from a breach of the public military law , the Judge Advocate in 
“ attendance upon the Court will be prepared to prosecute. In 
“ cases where particular circumstances rnay render it advisable 
“ that the conduct of the prosecution should remain with the 
“ complainant, social directions will be given by the Commauder- 
“ in-Chid accordingly.** — Madras Military Regulations , . 

9 # — « Ah the Queen is the prosecutor of all military offences, it 
“ is *he duty of the Judge Advocate to prosecute in Her Majesty s 
“ n «” te al1 persons who may be brought before a General Court 
t( Martial ; but it is, at the same time, the established practice of 
“ the army, that the person of an officer who is either from his 
** situation the best acquainted with the circumstances to be in- 
u vestigated, or who has individually suffered an aggression or 
M ir) jury from the prisoner to be tried, shall sustain in Court, 
“jointly with the Judge Advocate, the character of prosecutor, 

“ and as such shall conduct of himself the whole of the prose- 
u cutionj* — Bombay Military Regulations . 

10. “ Hut if the person bringing forward an accusation against 
u any person in the army is not himself an officer, either in the 
“ oava * or military service, he cannot appear in Court as the 

Prosecutor, but merely as an informer; and in that case the 
“ Judge Advocate couducts the prosecution.” — Bombay Military 
Regulations, 

11. — Major-General Kennedy observes : — 

“ As public prosecutor, the conducting of all official prosecu- 
“ tions devolves on the Judge Advocate ; and even when there is 
“ a private prosecutor, it is universally admitted that the latter 
M merely sustains this character in conjunction with the Judge 
*' Advocate.”*— Kennedy, 

L 3 
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— 1 " In the former case, as the conducting of the prosecution 
"depends entirely upon himself, he can never be under any 
" difficulty in performing this duty; for it is to be supposed that 
" he has acquired such a competent knowledge of the duties of 
u his situation as will enable him to lay the case before the Court 
" in a clear and pointed manner, and unembarrassed with any 
" extraneous or irrelevant matter/' — Kennedy. 

13.—“ But if the prosecution is carried on by a private prose- 
“ cutor, it becomes a delicate point for a Judge Advocate to decide 
“ how far he ought to take a part in giving effect to such prose- 
44 cution : he is aware that a strong prejudice in favour of the 
“ prisoner in general prevails at a Court Martial ; and should he 
“ then put questions omitted by the prosecutor which too evi- 
“ dently lend to prove the guilt of the prisoner, he exposes himself 
u to many a disagreeable remark. But, in order to avoid such 
“ remarks, can a Judge Advocate reconcile it to bis sense of duty 
“ to allow the prosecution to fail, in consequence of the inability 
“ of the prosecutor, when it was in his power to prevent it ? 

“ However disagreeable, therefore, it may be, it is still incumbent 
44 on a Judge Advocate to afford a private prosecutor every assist- 
“ unoe in Ins power, and to prevent a failure in the due substan- 
44 tiation of the charge, by pointing out to him the evidence 
“ required for that purpose, and by putting to the witnesses such 
44 material questions as the prosecutor may have omitted to ask/ T 

14, — Major-General Kennedy further observes: — 

“ Let me not, however, be understood as being of opinion that 
“ a Judge Advocate ought to avail himself of any advantage 
“ which his superior knowledge and ability, or his influence with 
44 the Court, may give him, in order to enforce the conviction, 
“ rather than the acquittal, of a prisoner ; for I perfectly agree 
" in opinion with Adye: * That impartiality, which is necessary 
11 4 in every member of a Court Martial, is peculiarly so in Ihe 
u 1 Juilge Advocate, who should be particularly careful not to let 
u * one part of his business prejudice him in conducting of 
44 * another, nor lead him to endeavour to bias the Court by any 
“ i ambiguous explanation of the law, or other matters : troth 
44 4 and equity should be most conspicuously seen at all Courts 
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« 'Martial, but chicanery never permitted to enter the door/”— - 
Kennedy, 

15._«The Judge Advocate being prosecutor for the Crown 
« must not induce him to omit any thing on the records of the 
u Court that may be of service to the prisoner ; neither is he, on 
“ the other hand, to let his master s cause suffer, and a criminal 
“ escape unpunished, through lenity or any motive whatever. 
“ But, in the prosecution, though he should act with spirit and 
u resolution against daring offenders, yet he ought to be cautious 
“ not to injure and oppress, and, much more, not to add insult to 
« severity. In all cases where misfortune is interwoven with 
u guilt, he should make it appear that detestation of the crime, 
“ and a regard to the public safety and service, are not incon* 
u sistent with pity to the man, particularly to offenders for the 
“ first time; — to such whose crimes are small, whose temptations 
“ were powerful, and who appear to have been seduced by 
“ others/' — Adye, 

Hi. — Major-General Sir Charles J. Napier appears 
to be of opinion that the Judge Advocate should 
not be the prosecutor on Courts Martial, lie ob- 
serves: — 

u Tiie practice of making the Judge Advocate the prosecutor 
u appears to me to be a bad system, because it throws into the 

scale an unfair weight against the prisoner : it requires but a 
u small degree of judgment to perceive, that if the Judge Advo- 
“ cate be also the prosecutor, two things are likely to happen: — 

“ First , he will try to succeed in his prosecution, because it is 
“ natural for a man to seek success in whatever he undertakes ; 

“ therefore no prosecutor is without a bias, — Stcondfy, if the pro- 
u secutor,with this bias against the prisoner, be also Judge Advo- 
u cate, he has power to gratify his bias; because, by being privy 
M to all consultations of the Court, from which the prisoner is 
“ excluded, he can, if he choose, bear hard upon the latter; thus 
u an advantage is given to the prosecutor which seems neither to 
u be called for nor just. Then the prosecutor, in this case, is 
u also the legal adviser of the Court! Is this fair ? J say not; 

(t even giving the Judge Advocate credit for being an honourable 
u and able man : if he be a foolish man, or a prejudiced man, or 
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a * 'dwhouest man, who has a spite at the prisoner, the latter has 
“ a most dangerous enemy to deal with. For these reasons, it 
a seems objectionable that the Judge Advocate should be allowed 
44 to conduct the prosecution. As to his being counsel for 
44 the prisoner, it is an idle fancy. Let the reader imagine the 
" Judge Advocate acting in such capacity for the prisoner, and 
44 advising him to call witnesses whose testimony he, the Judge 
44 Advocate, is conscious that he possesses the power to disprove, 
44 and does so as soon as the said witnesses’ depositions have been 
taken ! On the other hand, suppose him producing witnesses 
44 that he knows cannot prove the prisoner guilty, — witnesses 
44 whose testimony he can make the prisoner overset in his 
44 defence ! Such doctrine amounts to just this : — that the Judge 
44 Advocate, being both prosecutor and counsel for the prisoner, 
44 can, nine times out of ten, make the latter appear innocent or 
44 guilty, at his pleasure : he is like a man playing a game of 
44 chess with himself, he can cause either the red or the white side 
44 to win ! Such an error would be below' notice, had it not been 
44 maintained by a writer like Tytler, and often acted upon/’ — 
Sir C. J‘ Napier, 

17. — Major llough appears to be of opinion that 
the Judge Advocate should be prosecutor in all cases; 
and, in alluding to the Bengal Regulations on this 
point (par. (5), remarks :* 

4< In the case of crimes committed by officers and soldiers, such 
€% as murder, or other crimes of a civil nature, I do not see how 
14 the commanding officer of a regiment, generally speaking, can 
44 be the proper person to be the prosecutor : he cannot be 
44 acquainted with the mode of proceeding in such cases ; there can 
44 be no facts within his knowledge which have not either been re- 
4i corded ou the proceedings of the previous Court of Inquiry, or 

44 which he cannot communicate to the Judge Advocate If 

44 we take the case of an officer who has been at variance with his 
4 ‘ commanding officer, we will suppose a disobedience of orders : 
44 here the proofs are simple* If the case refers to a mixed question, 
44 iu which there may be concerned several officers, I do not see 
41 why the commanding officer should be prosecutor and ebam* 
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« pion for the whole. The Court of Inquiry , and other means 9 
« are in the lands of the Judge Advocate, who, not being a party , 
“ and having no interest in the issue , must be unprejudiced against 
i( the officer to be tried: there are in his breast no feelings of party 
“ or bias against the person to be tried; no regimental grievances of 
u long standing rankling in his mind; he comes forth as the public 
“ prosecutor to see jusncE done between the accusing 
“ and accused. The commanding officer, whose orders have 
u been disobeyed, whose authority may have been called in 
“ question, whose impartiality may have been impeached, 
u conies into Court, in many cases, not with an unprejudiced 
“ mind ; and, until we can school the human mind to better 
thoughts and better actions, the case will always remain so. 

u A private prosecutor and commanding officer stands 

“ in the awkward position, if an officer of his regiment is to be 
“ tried, of pressing the prosecution against an officer under his 
H command ; and if any adverse feeling did exist between the 
“ two, such a proceeding is calculated to make it lasting. ...» 

“ The argument against the individual being the prosecutor is 
u so adversely strong, that I cannot conceive that any doubt can 
u exist but that he is the last person to advocate his own cause : 

“ he comes into Court with the full belief that he is un injured 
“ man, and no doubt he is, or the trial would not be ordered : 

“ even feelings which time might have softened down are 
“revived; and the very circumstance of the order for the trial 
u puts in activity all the private prosecutor’s ill-will towards the 
“ accused. With a strong belief in favour of his own cause, he 
a is very likely to be led away by his feelings, and to lose his 
(i judgment, and to view the case as one entirely of a personal 
u nature; whereas every private injury against the character of 
“ the individual is brought before the Military Court, as some mis- 
* f conduct which affects the character of the accusal as an officer or 
u a gentleman," — Vide Par, 7. “ Now, if we examine the case 

“ of the Judge Advocate as prosecutor, we see in him no interest 
u to favour either side ; his course is straightforward ; he nets as it 
u were as moderator between the parties ; he will not try to uggra- 
M vote the prosecution by bringing forward extraneous matter or 
u using intemperate language: besides, we must well know that 
** the prosecution has to undergo, at times, the ordeal of two par- 
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without partiality or favour to either party, all 
dence that, tends to elicit the truth. However pain- 
ful it may be to his feelings as an individual to sustain 
a prosecution, Whether the evidence tends to convic- 
tion or acquittal, his allegiance to his Sovereign, his 
duty to the State, the maintenance of discipline, and, 
above all, justice, equally demand a faithful dis- 
charge of the duty. Let the J udge Advocate, in the 
performance of this duty, also remember 

„ “ J he s °° d °f the service excmes ali things ; the convenience of 
individuals excuses nothing, when the question is one of justice:' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AS LEGAL ADVISER 

TO A COURT MARTIAL. 

'* Jn matters of Fon m and Law, the Court can exercise no control over 
** the Judpe v Advocate :~il» the performance of thtse duties, he must be 
u allotted to act according to his own judgment and discretion S'— Kennedy. 

** The business of Courts Martial is not to discuss points of law, but to 
*' gel at the tkvta by alt the means in their power .”— Sir C. J. Napier, 

1 “ The Commander-in-Chief desires that any officer who is 
u hereafter placed in the position of a President of a Court 
“ Martial, will recollect that there are authorities in every military 
“ division, whose duty it is to remove any doubts which may 
4< arise relative to the construction of a section of the Mutiny Act 
“ or an Article of War; and that, when any doubtful point 
“ arises, it is preferable to refer that point to the officer who is 
“ responsible for the opinion he gives, rather than to trust to 
u any member of the Court Martial, however high an opinion 
“ may be entertained of his judgment or knowledge.” — Bengal 
Military Regulations. — G. (). C. (\ in India (Sir 1L Fane). 5th 
Juty t 1836. 

2. — u So simple is military law, that nothing more is generally 
w required to interpret its provisions, in justice and equity, than 
4< the good sense of members of Courts Martial : should a legal 
(t difficult), however, occur, reference to the officiating Judge 
“ Advocate is always the safer means, as he is responsible to his 
u superiors for his opinions, which can be corrected on a revision, 
u if mistaken, without putting the Court to an ill-judged feeling 
“ of defence on an error of its own,” — Madras Military Regula- 
tions* 
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3. Major-General Kennedy observes, the duty of 

a Judge Advocate, as the legal adviser of the Court, 
is clearly defined m the following passages from Tyt- 
ler’s { Essay on Military Law : ’ — 

" Another important duty of the Judge Advocate, during the 
“ trial, is the instructing or counselling the Court, not only in 
u matters of essential and necessary form, with which he must be 

presumed to be, from practice, thoroughly acquainted, but in 
4 * explaining to them such points of law as may occur in the 
M course of their proceedings; for which purpose a Judge Advo- 
41 cate ought to instruct himself in the general principles and 
u rules of law, and in the practice of criminal courts.” — Tytkr, 

4. — “In the performance of this duty the Judge Advocate will 
“ always be guided by a just sense of his official character and 
u situation : as he has no judicial power, nor any determinative 
4< voice, either in the sentence or interlocutory opinions of the 
tl Court, so he is not entitled to regulate or dictate those sentences 

or opinions, or in any shape to interfere in the proceedings of 
“ the Court, further than by giving counsel or advice; and his 
u own discretion must be his sole director in suggesting when 
“ that may be seasonable, proper, or necessary.” — Tytkr. 

5. — u On every occasion when the Court demand his opinion 
u he is bound to give it with freedom and amplitude; and even 
44 when not requested to deliver his sentiments, his duty requires 
44 that he should put the Court upon their guard against any 
a deviation either from any essential or necessary forms in their 
u proceedings, or a violation of material justice in their final 
“ sentence and judgment” — Tytkr. 

6. — u A remonstrance of this nature, urged with due temper- 
u ance and respect, will seldom, it is presumed, fail to meet with 
w its proper regard from the Court; but should it happen that an 
44 illegal measure or an unjust opinion is, nevertheless, persevered 
“ in, the Judge Advocate, though not warranted to enter his 
44 dissent in the form of a protest upon the record of the proceed- 
ings” [for that implies a judicative voice], “ought to insert 
" therein the opinion delivered by him upon the controverted 
f< point, in order not only that he may stand absolved from all 
“ imputations of failure in his duty of giving counsel, but that 

M 



122 DUTIES OF A JUDGE JI&^GCATE AS 


u the error or wrong may be fairly brought under the considera- 
“ tion of the power with whom it lies, in the last report, either to 
u approve, and order into effect, or to remit the operation of the 
u sentence/' — Tytkr. 

7. — The Regulations of the Madras Army are most 
explicit on this point : — 

u Courts Martial are required to notice on their proceedings 
“ every material point in which they have acted solely upon the 
“ legal opinion of the Judge Advocate; and also to record any 
“ protest which he may find it his duty to make against what he 
“ may consider an illegal proceeding, and in which the Court 
“ may think proper to persevere. By these means the question 
“ will come regularly before the Coramander-in-Chief for ultimate 
“ decision, and the responsibility on so important a point will 
“ rest where it ought /' — Madras Military Regulations . 

8. —* ** A Judge Advocate is, not only by the custom of the 
u service, entitled to record a minute of his opinion on the pro- 
14 ceedings, but it is in many cases proper that he should do so.” 
— Hough, 

9. — “ If a Judge Advocate propose any evidence or course of 
“ procedure for the Crown, &c., and the Court overrule it, he 
** should enter a minute on the subject matter proposed. If he is 
“ not allowed to prosecute, the Court should grant leave to 
u adjourn/’ — Hough, 

10. -*-“ There may be a legal necessity for a proposed course; 
** and if the Court stopped him, and the trial proceeded, the error 
“ could not be remedied on a revision, and the cause of justice 
“ would suffer. If the Court distrust their law adviser, in such 

cases the least they can do is to do him and the Government 
“ the justice of directing a reference. When a General Court 
u Martial has opposed the opinion of the Judge Advocate, they 
“ have stayed the proceedings pending a reference.” — M* Arthur. 

1 1 . — Sullivan also observes : — 

“The Judge Advocate should enter his objections” [on the 
proceedings I presume], “and with reverence submit them to 
“ the consideration of his Sovereign, or other delegates of his 
44 power.” 
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— 44 The attendance of a Judge Advocate at a Court Martial 
44 could be of no use whatever* were he not allowed to insert in 
44 the proceedings any opinions of importance which he may have 
44 given during a trial* whether they were adopted by the Court or 
44 not. Their insertion is requisite for the information of the 
44 approving officer; and, for the same reason, it would be per- 
44 fectly right for a Court Martial, whenever it refused to adopt 
44 the suggestions of the Judge Advocate, to record the grounds 
44 upon which its decision rested.” — Kennedy* 

13. — “The opinions offered by the Judge Advocate form an 
44 essential part of the proceedings, and that, without their inscr- 
44 tion, the record does not exhibit a true and faithful account of 
44 all that took place during the trial ; and, consequently, that the? 
44 approving officer becomes calh?d upon, without being apprized 
44 of the circumstances, to decide upon the merits of a case which 
“ has not been fully and correctly submitted to him. For the 
44 Judge Advocate, however, it must be a matter of perfect 
44 indifference whether his opinions are inserted on the face of the 
44 proceedings or not, because he has always the means of bring* 
“ing them to the notice of the approving officer; and thus, in 
44 excluding them, a Court Martial would merely deprive itself of 
“ the opportunity of explaining its reasons for having acted con* 
44 trary to the Judge Advocate’s advice.” — Kennedy, 

14. — Major-General Kennedy says, that, 

“ During twenty-five years that he had performed the duties of 
“ a Judge Advocate, many have been the opinions which he had 
44 inserted in the proceedings of Courts Martial, and never but 
44 twice did a Court Martial refuse to admit their insertion. One 
44 of these occasions was on the trial of Lieutenant-Colonel Robin* 
44 son, of Her Majesty's 24th regiment, when the Court would 
44 neither allow him to reply,* nor to state his reasons for wishing 
44 to reply.”— Kennedy, 

15. — “A Judge Advocate ought certainly to refrain interposing 
44 his opinion, except on occasions where he apprehends the pro- 
44 bable occurrence of some irregularity or illegality, or where 

on 

in India, the in out noble the Marqui* of H tuning, to 
Advocate General at Calcutta {Serjeant Spank i«), for hid opinion thereon, 
declared to be an unjustifiable act of the Court. 
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44 questions of importance arise, to the proper decision of which 
44 he may think that the expression of his sen&afqj$ts might con- 
44 tribute.” — Kennedy . V 

16. — 44 It is, however, his most particular duty, to object to the 
44 admission of improper evidence, and to point out to the Court 
41 the irrelevancy of all such matters as may be adduced which 
44 does not tend to prove, either directly or consequentially, the 
44 charge under investigation.** — Kennedy . 

1 7. — The Regulations of the Madras Army direct 
it to be considered 

44 The special duty of the Judge Advocate to inform the Court 
* 4 of any attempt to bring forward extraneous evidence ; and such 
44 representation having been made by him, i\xe full responsibility of 
44 the undue admission must rest with the President and members 
44 of the Court themselves ♦” — Madras Military Regulations . 

18* — 44 When the Court is deliberating on its finding, it will 
44 be obvious that the Judge Advocate is likely to be the person 
44 best qualified to assist in judging of the credibility and weight 
44 of the evidence recorded, and in applying it correctly to the 
44 facts at issue. If, therefore, he should observe that the Court 
44 appeared inclined to find a verdict contrary to such evidence, it 
44 is undoubtedly his duty to endeavour, by the expression of his 
44 opinion, to prevent it from deciding so erroneously.** — Kennedy. 

19, — Major Hough mentions a case, when a Court 
Martial, acting contrary to the advice offered to it by 
the Deputy Judge Advocate, called forth the follow- 
ing animadversive remarks on their proceedings from 
the Commander-in-Chief in India (the Honourable 
Sir H. Fane, G.C.B.) in G. O. C. C., 20th March, 
1838:— 

44 Disapproved. — Because the Court, having taken on itself the 
44 decision of a question of law, instead of having permitted the 
44 exposition of the law given by the Deputy Judge Advocate General 
u to guide it> has committed the error of finding the prisoner guilty 
44 of manslaughter, with the exception of the words 4 feloniously 
** 4 and wilfully ;’ — die first of those words being indispensable to 
44 define the crime of manslaughter ; thus the Court has affirmed 
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u the crime # ;%«tving abstracted the essence which constituted the 
u crime ; if lUpct was not feloniously done, the crime charged 
“ was not committed.” — Bengal, G . 0. C. C. 

20. — “ But "when the Court is passing sentence, the Judge 
u Advocate ought not then to offer any opinion ; for, though he 
“ may be considered to be in no slight degree responsible for the 
“ correctness of the finding, he is in no manner answerable for 
“ the adequacy or inadequacy of the punishment which the Court 
“ may award.” — . Kennedy . 

21. — " In cases, however, where the Judge Advocate thinks that 
“ a particular Article of War applies to the offence of which a pri- 
u soner has been found guilty, it is his duty to point it out to the 
" Court; and if any question arises relative to its applicability, it 
“ will not be disputed that he ought also to give his opinion on 
“ such an occasion.” — Kennedy, 

22. — “ As also the Judge Advocate may be supposed to possess 
u more acquaintance with the practice of military law than the 
u members, there can be no impropriety in his pointing out, after 
“ the sentence has been passed, any irregularity, or illegality, 
“ which may have taken place with respect to the kind and degree 
“ of punishment that may have been awarded.” — Kennedy . 

23. — As Captain Simmons differs with Major- 
General Kennedy, and all other writers on Military 
Law , on the propriety of allowing the Judge Advo- 
cate to insert any opinion he may give on the record 
of the proceedings of a Court Martial, I conceive it 
better to give the observations of Captain Simmons at 
full length, as well as those relating the duty of a 
Judge Advocate during the deliberation of the Court 
on their verdict. 

24. — On the latter subject, Captain Simmons re- 
marks, 

“ That the duty of the Acting Judge Advocate at this stage of 
u the proceedings being simply to act as Registrar of the Court, 
u and to advise on legal points, when his opinion may be de- 
“ manded, he necessarily abstains from making any remark by 

M 3 
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“ which his judgment, as to the guilt or innocence of the prisoner, 
“ may be ascertained — Simvumt. 

25. — Captain Simmons is of opinion that a J udge 
Advocate is not entitled, as a matter of right, to 
record opinions given by him in closed Court, and 
observes that, 

" If at any time, by inadvertence, a member in passing sentence 
" should deviate from the letter of the law, or assume a power at 
u variance with it, it is clearly the duty of the Judge Advocate 
“ to point out the error.” But Captain Simmons further observes : — 
“ In opposition to the opinion in Tytler (p. 352), it is believed 
“ that, should the Court decline acting on his advice, the custom 
“ of the service will not only prohibit a record of the Judge Ad- 
" vocate’s dissent in form, but that it will exclude it in any shape ; 
“ and that he will not, as a matter of right, be permitted to engross 
(t on the face of the proceedings any opinion, either on a contro- 
“ verted point or otherwise, which at any period, when the Court 
“ is closed, he may think it his duty to offer : — the record is con- 
“ fined to the proceedings of the Court ; it is not usual, nor 
u would it be right, to detail the grounds which might have led the 
“ Court to the result finally adopted. The decision only of the 
“ Court both to interlocutory and final judgments is made known, 
“ but in no case the judgment of individuals ; — as well may an 
u individual member claim a right of protesting as the Judge 
“ Advocate, and on much more plausible grounds, the members 
“ of a Court Martial being individually amenable to a superior 
“ Court of Justice for the sentence which the Court may record, 
“ whereas the Judge Advocate, having no deliberative opinion, is 
“ not in any case legally responsible.” 

Colonel Hough, after quoting the above at page 
71, ‘ Military Authorities,’ and giving the opinions of 
several authors on the subject, pronounces his judg- 
ment as follows : — 

“ Simmons differs from all others as to the right of the Judge 
u Advocate to dissent in form, or to engross his opinion , — I never 
41 knew it objected to, and no one but Captain Simmons entertains 
u the opinion” 
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It may be urged, in defence of an opinion thus un- 
hesitatingly condemned, that it was offered as the 
author’s impression of the custom of war in like cases, 
but not without consideration, or availing himself of 
more extended experience : — after some thirty years’ 
practical acquaintance with the customs of Her 
Majesty’s service, though unavoidably ill informed as 
to the regulations binding on the army in India, he 
did not alter this passage in the second edition ; — 
nor since then did Colonel Hough’s remarks affect 
his opinion, except as to the practice in that country ; 
which, after several years’ experience as a Deputy 
Judge Advocate, he had no wish to see adopted else- 
where : — he conceives that the existence of a right 
such as that contended for might tend to promote 
dogmatism in the officiating Judge Advocate at Gene- 
ral Courts Martial, and to make members less likely 
to listen to arguments which, when offered without 
assumption, would be readily attended to when a 
point of law had escaped their notice. tJnder these 
circumstances, it is not very probable that a Court 
Martial, after having been put on its guard against 
committing an illegal act, will persist in opposition 
to an officiating Judge Advocate, if he has formed 
his opinion on sufficient grounds, and was able to 
bring them in a clear and intelligible manner to the 
attention of the Court. 

26. — Captain Simmons mentions in a note : — 

“ A field officer officiating as Deputy Judge Advocate having 
“ stated, that, in his opinion , the Court at which he was officiating 
“ as J udge Advocate was proceeding to give an illegal sentence y and 
u that if the Deputy Judge Advocate is not to enter his opinion on 
“ the proceedings, he may he supposed to have concurred with the 
u Court , and thereby incur undeserved censure ” 
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Which called forth the following opinion of the 

Judge Advocate General, to whom it was referred : — 

u If the Court will not attend to such suggestions as he may think 
M it his duty to offer for their guidance upon a point of law, it then 
i( becomes the duty of the Deputy Judge Advocate , in order to 
“ prevent the confirmation or execution of the sentence , which may 
“ not in his opinion be warranted by law , to submit to the consideru - 
u tion of the competent authority a statement of those circumstances 
u which he considers material as affecting the legality of the pro- 
u ceedings” 

27* — Captain Simmons adds : — 

“ The Judge Advocate General in his reply would hardly seem 
“ to entertain the opinion that the Deputy Judge Advocate may 
“ ‘ dissent in form ’ or * engross his opinion :’ — but the Judge 
u Advocate General, in giving the above-quoted opinion, in 
“ answer to the statement submitted to him by the field officer, 
“ does not mention the channel through which the statement of 
“ the Deputy Judge Advocate is to be submitted ; neither does he 
“ say the statement is not to be entered on the proceedings of the 
“Court, but merely that it is the duty of a Judge Advocate 
“ to submit to the consideration of the competent authority , a state - 
“ merit of those circumstances which he considers material as affecting 
t( the legality of the proceedings’’ 

Leaving it to the Deputy Judge Advocate to act 
according to custom in such like cases ; and without 
giving any direct answer to the point regarding which 
information was required. 

28. — It certainly appears far more likely to attain 
the ends of justice, having the advice and opinion 
tendered by the Judge Advocate, together with the 
reasons of the Court for not attending to it, entered 
at length on the proceedings ; than for the convening 
authority to have to decide on the circumstances laid 
before him, by the ex parte statement of the Judge 
Advocate alone. 
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CHAPTER YU. 

DITTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AFTER THE PRO- 
CEEDINGS OF A GENERAL COURT MARTIAL ARE 

CLOSED. 

1. — “ The proceedings of all General Courts Martial are to 
“ be transmitted sealed by the Deputy or Officiating Judge Ad- 
u vocate to the Judge Advocate General, by whom they are laid 
“ before the Commander-in-Chief.” — Bengal , Madras , and Bom- 
bay Military Regulations . 

2. — “ The proceedings of all General Courts Martial held on 
u officers and soldiers of Her Majesty’s regiments are to be pre- 
iC pared in duplicate ” — Bengal, Madras , and Bombay Military 
Regulations . 

3. — u Every Judge Advocate, or person officiating as such at a 

General Court Martial, or the President of any District or 

“ Garrison Court Martial, is required to transmit, with as much 
“ expedition as the opportunity of time and distance of place 
“ can admit, the original proceedings and sentence thereof, to the 
“ Judge Advocate General in London, in whose office they shall 
“ be carefully preserved.” — Mutiny Act , H. M.’s Forces . 

4. — l< Every Judge Advocate, or person officiating as such at 
u a General Court Martial, shall transmit with as much expedi- 
“ tion as circumstances will admit, the original proceedings, 
“ and the sentence, finding, or opinion of such Courts Martial to 
“ the Judge Advocate General of the army in which such Courts 
“ Martial shall be held, in whose office they are to be carefully 
“ preserved.” — Mutiny Act , Hon . JE. I. Company's Troops. 

5. -~ w When copies of Courts Martial are required by the 
44 party entitled to them, they will be furnished by the Judge 
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“ Advocate General at fifty rupees each* whatever the magnitude 
u of them/' — Bombay Military Regulations, 130. 

‘ u The original proceedings of Courts Martial held on 
u officers in Her Majesty’s service, are forwarded to the Judge 
u Advocate General, London, from whence a copy can only be 
u obtained.” — Bombay Military Regulations . 

7. — u The Judge Advocate General lays the proceedings of 
u Courts Martial before the Commander-in-Chief, to whom he 
u makes his report. Though he is very properly forbidden to 
" discover or disclose the vote or opinion of any particular 
u member, still he is not precluded by the Article, when he makes 
“ his report, if required so to do, to state any circumstance within 
“ his knowledge which may not be recorded on the proceedings, 
“ which the Commander-in-Chief should be confidentially in- 
“ formed of. So long as it does not extend to the prohibited 
u discovery or disclosure of the vote or opinion of any particular 
4< member , it may go to the general opinion of the Court, which 
** cannot affect the members individually or collectively.” — 
Hough. 

8. — Deputy Judge Advocates, and those officiating 
as such, in like manner as above stated, can with pro- 
priety report to the Judge Advocate General any 
circumstance, not recorded on the proceedings, which 
they may consider necessary to be communicated for 
the information of the confirming authority. 

9, — “ By referring to the oath of the Judge Advocate, it will 
“ appear that this officer is not sworn to conceal the sentence of 
u the Court until it shall be duly approved : — the difference be- 
** tween this oath and that taken by the President and Members 
u has been made to enable the Judge Advocate to communicate 
“ with counsel (should any doubtful points of law have arisen in 
u the trial) previous to the officer, who orders the assembly of 
u the Court, finally approving and confirming the proceedings of 
u the Court Martial, 0 — Adye. 

10, — Tytler observes 

“ It is proper that the Judge Advocate should retain in 
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“ his own possession the original minutes of the proceedings 
° drawn up by him in Court during the course of the trial, 
(t that in case of any after questions which may be moved 
“ in the ordinary Courts of Law, touching the conducting 
u or result of the trial, the Judge Advocate may have recourse to 
“ them as necessary documents, if he should be called upon to 
“ give evidence in relation thereto." 

11. — Captain Griffiths, in his * Notes on Military 
Law,’ quotes the following opinion of a late Judge 
Advocate General to Her Majesty’s Forces. No. 40, 
Votes or Opinions of Members noted by the Judge Ad- 
vocate ■. 

u I rather differ from Mr. Tytler, with respect to its being ab- 
u solutely incumbent on a Judge Advocate to retain written mi- 
“ nutes of the particular vote or opinions of each individual 
‘ member. Concerning the expediency of the measure, every 
k Judge Advocate will judge for himself: under some particular 
u circumstances it may perhaps be desirable : there is one ineon- 
“ venience which may result from it, in the event of a Judge 
u Advocate's death, or other circumstance which may give access 
a to his private papers, those minutes may be made public." 

12. — The Madras Regulations direct 

u Deputies Judge Advocate General invariably to furnish the 
ci Judge Advocate General of the army with attested copies of 
ic the proceedings of General Courts Martial upon all trials of 
u European commissioned officers conducted by them for trans- 
“ mission to the Honourable the Court of Directors : such copies 
ct are to be forwarded together with the original proceedings, or 
“ as soon after as possible," 

13. — The Madras Regulations also direct 

“ Deputies Judge Advocate General invariably to preserve, as 
“ office records , the rough draughts of all proceedings of General 
“ Courts Martial which may be conducted by them : officers offi- 
14 dating temporarily as Deputy Judge Advocate General, will 
“ be held responsible for depositing the draughts of proceedings. 
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“ conducted by them in the office of the Deputy Judge Advocate 
“ General of the district or field force. In cases where there 
“ may not be any Deputy Judge Advocate attached to the district 
“ or field force, then such draught of proceedings are to be sent 
“ for deposit to the office of the Judge Advocate General of the 
“ army.” 

All proceedings of Detachment Courts Martial, held 
“ within tlie frontier on the trial of warrant officers, are invariably 
“ to be forwarded by the President to the Judge Advocate Gene- 
“ ral of the army for submission and report to the Commander- 
“ in-Chief, in like manner with the proceedings of General Courts 
M Martial.” — Madras Military Regulations. 

15. — “ The proceedings of District Courts Martial, holden 
“under the 90th Article of War for the Company’s European 
a troops for the trial of warrant officers, are to be forwarded for 
“ the confirmation of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in-Chief.” 
— Bombay Military Regulations . 

16. — « When the proceedings upon the trial of the last prisoner 
“ to be tried before any General Court Martial are forwarded to 
u head quarters, the Deputy Judge Advocate, or officer officiating 
“ as such, is invariably to make a report to the Adjutant General 
u of the army, that the Court is adjourned until further orders, 
u and that there are not any more prisoners for trial.” — Madras 
Military Regulations . 

17. — When an adjournment of a General Court 
Martial takes place, the Judge Advocate conducting 
the proceedings should immediately report the cir- 
cumstance to the staff officer of the station, where 
the Court is held, stating the reasons why the Court 
has adjourned. 

18. — The Madras Regulations direct that, 

“ When it may be found necessary to summon or detain indi- 
“ viduals not in the public service on Courts Martial, Committees 
u of Inquiry, or other occasions of a similar nature, the Judge 
“ Advocate, or officer conducting the proceedings, is to inquire 
u into the circumstances of the parties, and to submit to division 
u bead quarters, or the Town Major, if at the Presidency, the 
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u rate of compensation which he may consider equitable with 
“ reference to their trade or occupation, the approval of which 
u by those authorities is to be considered as sufficient sanction to 
“ the pay department for the discharge of such claims, the period 
u of detention to be certified by the Judge Advocate or officer 
u conducting the proceedings.” 

19 . — u Claims to batta for any period during the sitting of the 
w Court will be adjusted as they become due on the 1st of each 
w month, supported by a certificate from the President in the 
** case of a member of the Court, and of the Deputy Judge Ad- 
“ vocate in the case of witnesses.” — Madras Government General 
Order , No. 85, 5th June , 1838. 


FORM OF CERTIFICATE FOR A MEMBER. 

u I certify that Captain A. B. of the Regiment , a member 

u of the General Court Martial assembled at on the , 

u and of which I was President , was employed on that duty from 
“ to inclusive. 

(Signed) u C. D. Lieut .-Colonel, President .” 

“The final certificate will have further added to it ‘ on which 
* latter date the Court was dissolved in orders at this station / ” 


FORM OF CERTIFICATE FOR A WITNESS. 

“ I certify that of the Regiment, was summoned to 

“ attend the Court Martial assembled at — — on the , as 

“ an evidence that he was not summoned unnecessarily , and that he 

u was detained in attendance as a witness from to — — 

“ inclusive. 

(Signed) “ , Deputy Judge Advocate General 

N.B. — “ If summoned unnecessarily the certificate will be 
“ modified, and the name of the individual at whose instance 
summoned will be specified.” 

“ The batta of witnesses summoned unnecessarily will be dis- 
bursed to them by the pay department, and the amount will be 
recovered from the individuals at whose instance they attend.” 
- Madras Military Regulations. 

N 
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20. — In the Bombay Military Regulations, it is 
directed that the expenses of witnesses 

€t Should pass through the channel prescribed for all others of a 
u contingent nature, and the Judge Advocate and his Deputies 
u should furnish the claimants with certificates, specifying the 
u extent of compensation which it may be deemed equitable to 
u award them, together with the place they came from, for the 
u purpose of being ann< ed to the bill when presented to the 
u pay office." 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

GENERAL DUTIES OF JUDGE ADVOCATES; ORDERS AND 

REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO THE SUPERVISION OF 

MINOR COURTS MARTIAL IN HER MAJESTY’S AND THE 

HONOURABLE EAST INDIA COMPANY’S ARMIES OF 

BENGAL, MADRAS, AND BOMBAY ; MISCELLANEOUS 

MEMORANDA; CHARGES, MILITARY AND NON-MILI- 
TARY, HOW TO BE FRAMED. 

1. — The duties of a Judge Advocate General 

1 . — “ To superintend the administration of Military Law 
' x throughout the army'* 

2 . — To check any irregularity of procedure of which he may 
u become cognisant , and point the course that should be adopted '* 

3 . “ To prevent deviation from established rules , and adoption of 
u new ones without proper authority ** 

4 . — ■“ To insure uniformity of practice throughout the different 
u divisions of the army** 

5 . — “ To submit to the Commander-in-Chief the proceedings of 
“ all General Courts Martial received from the various Deputies or 
“ Officiating Judge Advocates'* 

6 . — “ To report on the merits of each case f and the regularity of 
“ procedure t and generally to advise on every point connected with 
a each trial, and its disposal ** 

7 . — “ To advise Government and the Commander-in- C kief on 
u all subjects connected with Military Law, and under their autho- 
“ riiy , to give opinions to other parties.** 

8 . — « To frame and revise charges as may be necessary ** 
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9. — (( To preserve the proceedings of all General Courts Martial 9 
“ to furnish copies to the Judge Advocate General of the British 
“ army , or to the Court of Directors , as the culprit may belong to 
a the Queen's or Company 9 $ Service : and to supply copies of trials 
“ to individuals tried , or to other parties in their behalf 99 

10. — “ To keep the different Deputies cognizant of all import - 
u ant ultei'ations of the law or practice ; and to give them opinions 
u on all points connected with the Divisional duties ; and to notice 
“ all irregularities * 9 

2. — The duties of a Deputy Judge Advocate Ge- 
neral are : — 

1 . — a To conduct the proceedings of General Courts Martial 
u within his Division 99 

2. — “ To advise o fficers in command of the Division of corps and 
a stations on any point of practice connected with the administra^ 
“ tion of Military Law 99 

3. — u To register all trials by Courts Martial inferior to Gene - 
“ ral ones , and to submit them to the officer commanding the Division 
“for approval or otherwise , with such remarks on the merits or law 
“ of the cases t as may be considered necessary ” 

4. — u To frame charges , or revise those preferred against offend - 
“ ers , when called .upon by due authority ; and to advise generally as 
“ to the probability of conviction on the evidence available on a 
“ prosecution* 9 

5. — u To forward monthly to the head of the Department a copy 
u of the Register of Trials by inferior Courts Martial for the 
H month just expired (a second copy , prepared by him , being trans- 
u mitted to the Adjutant General of the Army by the officer com - 
“ tnanding the Division ), and yearly a copy of the Register of 
u Minutes of General Courts Martial, or proceedings of Courts 
i* of Inquiry , that may have been lodged us records in his office 
u during the year” 

3. — The above is a brief detail of the multifarious 
duties of the officers in the Judge Advocate General’s 
Department in the East Indies; but the following 
Orders and Regulations regarding the supervision of 



GENERAL DUTIES OF JUDGE ADVOCATES. 137 


Minor Courts Martial, which are in force in her Ma- 
jesty and the East India Company’s armies, will de- 
scribe more fully the mode in which a greater part of 
these duties are directed to be conducted. 

4. — In Her Majesty’s Regulations there does not 
appear to be any particular rule laid down relative to 
the supervision of Minor Courts Martial by Judge 
Advocates in the British army ; but Captain Simmons 
remarks, that 

* ( Undue exercise of authority by regimental Courts Martial, 
“ independent of the corrective power of the Common Law Courts, 
u may at any time be made the subject of inquiry by superior 
u military authority. A great degree of responsibility attaches 
“ to the officer who confirms the sentence ; and, with a view to 
“ the prevention of abuse or irregularity, the whole proceedings 
“ of Courts Martial are required to be recorded in the archives 
“ of each regiment, signed by the president, and countersigned 
“ as approved by the commanding officer ; and returns of ail 
“ Courts Martial held in regiments are made to the general offi- 
“ cer under whose orders the corps is serving, and through him 
“ to the Adjutant-General of the Forces on the twenty-fifth of 
w each month, showing the length of service of the offender; 
** whether tried before, and, if so, when, how, and what sentence ; 
<£ the crime, date, and place of commission ; the description of 
“ Court Martial by which tried ; the date and place of trial ; the 
“ finding and sentence ; by whom and when confirmed ; punish- 
u ment inflicted, punishment remitted, and the name of the officer 
“ in command of the regiment; a column is also in the return for 
“ remarks, in which the general officer is directed to notice any 
u irregularities which may have occurred, and to state what steps 
“ he has taken thereon, and also to explain any special case in 
“ which he may have thought it right to sanction a departure from 
“ the established regulations.” 

5, — Her Majesty’s Regiments in the East Indies 
are exempted from sending any Regimental Courts 
Martial for examination to the Judge Advocate of the 

n 3 
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division in which they are serving, by the following 
General Order, issued by the Commander-in-Chief 
in India on the 26 th October, 1822 : — 

“ The Commander-in-Chief is pleased to exempt the regiments 
* in His Majesty’s service from the Regulation of the 6th Novem- 
M ber, 1818, for transmitting the proceedings of Regimental Courts 
44 Martial, within a week after the Court is dissolved, to the 
44 general officer commanding the division: a periodical review 
44 of the proceedings of such Courts being otherwise provided 
44 for by the returns which are furnished at the half yearly in- 
44 spection of those corps. The registers which are forwarded 
44 monthly by the Deputy Judge Advocates to head-quarters, and 
44 to the Judge Advocate General’s office, will therefore in future 
44 not include the Regimental Courts Martial which may be held 
44 in His Majesty’s corps. 

6. — In Her Majesty’s Regulations particular atten- 
tion is called to the following points : — 

44 In framing charges, the utmost care is to be taken to ren- 
41 der them specific in names, dates, and places/’ 

“ In charges against non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 
44 the prisoner’s regimental number should be invariably in- 
<4 serted.” 

44 Care is to be taken that the minutes of proceedings of all 
44 Courts Martial be fairly and accurately recorded in a clear and 
44 legible hand, without erasures or interlineations.” 

44 The pages of the minutes are to be numbered, and the sheets, 
44 when more than one, are to be stitched together.” 

44 A certificate from a medical officer of the prisoner’s actual 
11 state of health should be required by the Court and attached to 
44 the proceedings,” 

44 Whenever the Court proceeds to direct that an offender shall 
44 be kept in solitary confinement for any portion or portions of his 
44 imprisonment, the precise portion or portions of the imprison- 
44 raent which is or are to be passed in solitary confinement must 4 
44 be distinctly specified in the sentence. Solitary confinement, is 
44 not in any case to exceed me month at a time, nor three months 
44 in any one year; and that, whenever more than one portion of 
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a solitary confinement is directed, an interval of one month at the 
“ least must be interposed between the several portions of soli- 
“ tary confinement.” 

“ When the President signs the proceedings of the Court, he 
u must insert the date when he affixes his signature , because the 
“ Mutiny Act enacts every period of imprisonment is to be 
“ reckoned from the date when the proceedings shall have been 
u signed by the President.” 

7. — General Order , relative to the Supervision of 
Minor Courts Martial, issued to the Bengal 
Army by the most noble the Marquis of Has- 
tings, G.C.B., 8fc., Commander-in- Chief in In- 
dia, on the Qth November, 1818. 

“ The Most Noble the Commander-in-Chief considering it of 
“essential importance to the discipline and best interests of the 
“ army, that the proceedings of Regimental and other Courts 
“ Martial inferior to General ones should be conducted with the 
w utmost regularity and decorum, and with the strictest adherence 
a to legal form and to the laws of evidence; and it appearing to 
u His Excellency that those desirable ends can best be attained 
“ by bringing the proceedings of all Regimental Courts Martial, 
“ and other military tribunals inferior to General Courts Martial, 
u under the review of the General Officers commanding divisions, 
“ and ultimately, when necessary, under the cognizance of the 
u highest authority : His Lordship is pleased to establish the fol- 
u lowing rules for that purpose : — 

1. — “ The original proceedings of every Regimental, Line, or 
“ other Court Martial inferior to a General one, with all necessary 
“ relative documents, are to be transmitted to the Deputy Judge 
“ Advocate General of the division within one week after thedis- 
“ solution of such Court, for the purpose of being laid before the 
* General Officer commanding the district, with such observa- 
u tions as the Deputy Judge Advocate may wish to offer, touch- 
u ing the regularity and precision with which the proceedings 
u shall appear to have been conducted ; it will be the province 
u of the General Officer, after due consideration of the proceed- 
u ings and remarks of the Deputy Judge Advocate, to cause such 
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4( remarks and instruction to be conveyed to the officer under 
** whose authority the Court shall have been held, as the circum- 
a Stances of the case may in his judgment call for.” 

A register of all Courts Martial submitted to the General 
H Officers commanding divisions, is to be kept by each Deputy 
41 Judge Advocate, in which, under the head of Remarks, the opi- 
(i nion of the General Officer upon the quality of the proceed- 
u ings, the aptitude of the finding and sentence, and of the 
u Commanding Officer’s procedure thereon, is to be briefly en- 
u tered.” 

3. — u It will be the duty of each Deputy Judge Advocate to 
u prepare two copies of ail entries in his register, at the close of 
“ every month, one copy of which is to be delivered to the 
“ General Officer for the purpose of being transmitted to the 
" Adjutant General of the army, with such observations as he may 
“ have to offer for the consideration of the Commander-in-Chief 
u upon the systems of internal economy, and general tone of 
“ discipline observable in the several corps serving in the divi- 
“ sion under his command ; the other copy of the register is to 
“ be sent direct by the Deputy Judge Advocate to the Judge 
“ Advocate General: the Deputy Judge Advocates will avail 
“ themselves of these opportunities to bring to notice any re- 
“ markable features in the trials, as well as to submit any points 
“ upon which they may be desirous of obtaining information or 
“ instruction.” 

4. — “ In cases where the General Officer commanding a divi- 
u sion shall consider the proceedings of a Line, Regimental, or 
M other inferior Court Martial, or the circumstances connected 
u with such Court Martial, of sufficient importance to be brought 
“ under the notice of the Commander-in-Chief, a complete copy 
u of the proceedings is to be prepared by the Deputy Judge Ad- 
H vocate under the order of the General Officer, and transmitted, 
u with all necessary documents, to the Judge Advocate General 
u for the purpose of being laid before His Excellency : a brief 
u report of the circumstance is at the same time to be made by 
“ the General Officer to the Adjutant General of the army.” 

5. — “ In Ilajpootana, the Nerbudda Field Force, and other 
u .special commands or divisions not attached to any of the per- 
** manent divisions of the army where a Deputy Judge Advocate 
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“ is stationed, the original proceedings of all inferior Courts 
“ Martial held within the limits of these commands are to be 
“ submitted to the General or other officer holding such special 
a command, through the Assistant Adjutant General or Brigade 
a Major, by whom they are to be registered in the prescribed 
“ form, and returned to the officer from whom received, with the 
“ sentiments of the commander of the division thereon. The 
“ Assistant Adjutant General or Brigade Major will also prepare 
u copies of the register for transmission to head-quarters ” — 
G. 0. C. C. in India ,6th November ^ 1818. 

8. — Regulations in force in the Madras Army relative 
to the Supervision of Minor Courts Martial. 

1. — “ Commanding officers, upon confirming or otherwise the 
41 proceedings of Regimental or other Courts Martial inferior to 
“ General, assembled by their authority, are immediately to 
“ forward such (original) proceedings for examination direct to 
“ the Deputy Judge Advocate General of the district.** 

2. — “It will be the duty of the Judge Advocate carefully to 
“ examine all proceedings so referred to him ; noting that the 
“ prescribed forms have been observed therein ; that the law of 
“ evidence has been adhered to, and that the finding and sentence 
“ are legal and apposite : and, in the event of any irregularity or 
“ illegality, to communicate his opinion thereon, in a report at - 
“ tacked to the proceedings themselves , to the Commanding Officer 
“ of the division in which the trial may have been held ; to whom 
“ he will forward such proceedings so soon as examined ” 

3. — “ The Divisional Commanding Officer will, at his discre* 
“ tion, add any directions which he may consider requisite for the 
“ future avoidance of similar irregularities or illegalities in like 
“ cases, or for remedying the consequences thereof in the particular 
“ instance where practicable; and cause the proceedings to be 
“ returned to the officer by whose order the Court was as- 
“ sembled.” 

4. — “ The proceedings of all Courts Martial inferior to Gene- 
“ ral are, with a view to greater facility of reference and certainty 
u of preservation^ invariably to be bound up, together with such 
“ appended remarks and directions, in half yearly volumes, for 
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“ deposit in the regimental or station offices to which they be- 
“ long.” 

5. — u The proceedings of Courts Martial held in regiments or 
u detachments on foreign service , or otherwise so situated as to 
u be without the range of districts to which Judge Advocates are 
u attached, are to be forwarded to army head-quarters; being 
“ made up in packets for the entire month, and despatched on 
“ the first of the following month, or as soon after as possible to 
“ the address of the Judge Advocate General of the army, who 
“ will provide for the supervision of the same.” 

6. —-“ The provisions of this order are specially intended to 
“ produce future regularity by bringing past irregularity to no- 
“ tice and animadversion ; and it is expressly to be understood 
“ that they do not authorize delay in the infliction of punish- 
u ments awarded by Courts Martial, or remove the responsibility 
“ of officers approving the sentences of such ; which punishments 
“ will be carried into prompt execution, and which responsibility 

will continue to exist as heretofore.” 

7. — u Deputies Judge Advocate General will send, on the 
“ fifteenth of each month, to the Judge Advocate General of the 
“ army, for submission to the Commander-in-Chief, a general 
“ report of all remarks passed by them upon Courts Martial 
“ inferior to General held during the month preceding. Such 
“ reports to be made out on derai paper according to the annexed 
“ Form. 


“judge advocate general’s department, 

I. District . 

44 Report of Remarks passed upon Courts Martial inferior to 
f ‘ General for the month of January, 1843. 


( 

Designa- 
tion of 
Court. 

Designa- 
tion of 
Prisoner. 

Where 

and 

when 

held. 

Charge 

(iu 

full). 

Finding 

and 

Sentence. 

Decision 
of Com- 
manding 
Officer, 

' , , 

Remarks by 
Deputy 
Judge Advo- 
cate General. 

" J 1 ’ 








w A. B. Captain, 
u Deputy Judge Advocate General, 
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8. — a The following memoranda, exhibiting the principal 
44 points upon which Deputies Judge Advocate General have to 
44 report in the examination of the proceedings of Courts Martial 
41 inferior to General are circulated to the army, in order to afford 
44 to Commanding Officers a better opportunity of ascertaining 
44 the correctness of charges previous to sanctioning them ; and 
44 in order to induce officers conducting proceedings, and members 
44 of minor Courts Martial, to anticipate revision to the utmost by 
44 carefully guarding against inaccuracies. 

“ MEMORANDA. 

1. “ AS REGARDS THE CHARGE. 

44 Is the charge duly consisting of three parts, — the com- 
44 mencement, the statement of the offence, and the con- 
44 elusion, — separately and distinctly set forth as directed 
44 in Section 7, Part 3* ? 

“ Is there due and perfect specification of time ? 

il Is there due and perfect specification of place ? 

“ Are all persons alluded to in the charge clearly and per- 
“ fectly designated therein ? 

44 Are there unnecessary averments, or superfluous matter of 
tc any kind in the charge ? 

44 Are more offences than one irregularly included in one 
44 and the same charge, or instance of charge? 
r Are the facts of the charge sufficient to constitute an offence ? 

46 Are these facts distinctly and entirely set forth ? 

44 Is the offence described in the charge provided for by any 
44 particular article of war ? if not, has it been designated 
44 in the statement of the offence as conduct to the pre- 
judice of good order and military discipline, accord- 
44 ing to the directions given in par. 2. of Section 7, 
44 Part 3* ? 

44 Is the offence described in the charge within the legal 
44 cognizance of a Court Martial inferior to General ? 

2. (t AS REGARDS THE RECORD. 

44 Has the printed Form established for the guidance of 
44 minor Courts been adhered to in all respects as far as 
44 practicable ? 

44 Are there any interlineations, erasures, or abbreviations ? 
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8. 44 AS REGARDS THE EVIDENCE, 

• M Has the prescribed order of examining witnesses, by exa- 
44 raination in chief, cross-examination, re-examination, 
44 and examination by the Court, been strictly followed ? 

44 Has any hearsay evidence been recorded ? 

• i( Has any irrelevant or extraneous matter been admitted ? 

Are there any leading questions ? 

4, 44 AS regards the judgment. 

Is the finding according to the evidence before the Court ? 

44 Is the sentence within the Court’s competence to award ? ,f 

9,- — 44 Much inconvenience having arisen to the public service 
44 from the irregular and unintelligible manner in which charges 
44 have been framed for trial before Courts Martial, the Com- 
44 mander- in-Chief finds it expedient to give the following direc- 
44 tions for general observance in that respect, and expects that 
44 Commanding Officers will withhold their sanction to all charges 
44 which may not be framed accordingly ; for although proceed- 
44 ings in Military Courts are not subject to the same technical 
44 formalities which prevail in Courts of Law, yet it is obviously 
44 requisite to the ends of justice that certain forms should be 
44 observed, and that all military charges should be ho worded as 
44 at once to inform the Court of the matter which is to come 
44 before it, and to enable the prisoner to defend himself against a 
44 distinct and specific accusation. 1 ” 

* all charges should consist of three parts. 

1. — 44 The Commencement :-r-designating the prisoner by his 
44 name, surname, rank or station, and by the regiment to which 
44 he belongs ; and showing by whose order he is placed in arrest 
44 or confinement/' 

2. — 44 The Statement of the offence : — clearly, consistently, 
44 and succinctly setting forth the fact or facts to which criraina- 
44 lity is attributed, with a careful avoidance of all trivial or irrele- 
44 vant circumstances, and invariably specifying the time when, 
44 and place where, the offence was committed.** 

[ 44 When the offence charged is not described in any 
44 Article of War, and is not within the special provi- 
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“ sions of Article 4, Section 21, of the European, or of 
u Article 6, Section 12, of the Native Anicles of War, or 
“ of the Bazar Regulations, it should be designated 
“ in the statement, as conduct to the prejudice of good 
" order and military discipline, — the designation re- 
" quired to be made of disorders and neglects not spe- 
u cified in the Articles of War, in order to the same 
u being taken cognizance of by Courts Martial."] 

3. — u The Conclusion : — declaring the offence to be either 
u (generally) in breach of the Articles of War ; or (specially) 
u within the provision of Article 4, Section 21, of the European, 
“ or of Article 6, Section 12, of the Native Articles of War, or of 
“ the Bazar Regulations ; — as the case may be." — Madras Mili- 
tary Regulations . 

9. — Orders in force regarding the supervision of 
Minor Courts Martial issued to General Officers 
commanding divisions of the Bombay Army by his 
Excellency Sir Thomas Bradford , Commander-in - 
Chief of the Bombay Army . 

“ I convey the orders of Ilis Excellency the Commander-in - 
“ Chief that you will cause the proceedings of all Regimental 
“ and other inferior Courts Martial, which may be held within 
u the division or force under your command, to be forwarded 
“ for your inspection regularly every three months ; and which 
“ you will afterwards be pleased to return to the regiments, with 
" such observations as you may deem necessary to call to the 
u notice of the respective Commanding Officers. This measure, 
“ it is hoped, will not only tend to diminish the number of trials 
u hastily ordered, but to introduce and insure greater regularity 
“ to the proceedings. 

“ His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief is further pleased 
“ to direct that, on the original proceedings being forwarded to 
11 the Commanding Officer of the division, force, or garrison, 
“ they are to be referred for examination to the Judge Advocate 
u General, or his Deputies within whose range of duty they may 
“ be held. 

M It will be the special duty of the Judge Advocates to exa- 

o 
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mine carefully all such proceedings, noting that all forms 
u have therein been strictly observed ; that the law of evidence 
“ has been adhered to ; and that the finding and sentence are 
u legal and appropriate ; and, in the event of any irregularity 
“ or illegality, to communicate their opinion thereupon to the 
“ Commanding Officer of the division or force, who wilt duly 
“ notice it to the officer by whose authority the Court was as- 
i{ sembled. 

“ The Deputy Judge Advocates will also forward a duplicate 
u of their opinion, and report to the Judge Advocate General. 

“ Commanding Officers of divisions and forces will in future 
“ transmit to the Adjutant General of the army, for theComman* 
“ der-in-Chief’s information, a Report of the Quarterly Inspection 
** of the Proceedings of all such Courts Martial having taken 
“ place, and whether they have occasioned any and what re- 
“ marks either from themselves or Judge Advocates. 

a The original proceedings of all such Courts Martial shall, 
“ after examination, be returned as records to the garrison or 
“ regimental officers to whom they may belong, by the divisional 
“ Commanding officer : who will, at the same time, take such 
“ measures as may be requisite for the future avoidance of the 
“ irregularities or illegalities which may appear therein.” 


MISCELLANEOUS MEMORANDA. 

10. — As there are some few points which demand 
'tjg$ attention of a Judge Advocate when examining 
the proceedings of Minor Courts Martial which are 
not expressed in the foregoing regulations, the 
following memoranda may perhaps be found use- 
ful: — 

Is the Court properly constituted, and the rank 
and regiment of each member inserted ? 

Does it appear that the Court was properly sworn 
in or affirmed ? 

Is the charge in every respect correctly drawn up ? 
( Vide Madras Regulations on this point.) i 
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Is the regimental number of the prisoner [if an 
European ] inserted in the charge ? 

Does it appear that the charge has been read to 
any of the witnesses ? — ( Vide Chapter 6, pars. 61, 62, 
63, and 64.) 

Has the prescribed order of examining witnesses 
been strictly followed? 

Are there any leading questions ? 

Has any hearsay evidence been recorded ? 

Has any irrelevant or extraneous matter been ad- 
mitted ? 

Has the evidence (on the trials of Europeans for 
habitual drunkenness) been correctly taken ? 

Is the finding according to the evidence before the 
Court ? 

Have the regulated forms relative to the reception 
of previous convictions on European Courts Martial 
been attended to ? 

Is the sentence drawn up according to regula- 
tion ? 

Is the sentence within the Court’s competence to 
award ? 

Is the sentence appropriate and commensurate t oi> 
the crime? 

Is the date on which the President signed the pro- 
ceedings minuted thereon ? 

If a Native Court or any Native evidence has been 
taken, has the interpreter authenticated such evidence 
by signing the proceedings ? 

Is the recommendation for discharge or mercy 
inserted as directed ? 

Have the proceedings of the Court been confirmed 
by proper authority ? 
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Has the established form for the guidance of Minor 
Courts Martial in conducting the proceedings been 
strictly adhered to ? 

Are there any interlineations, erasures, or abbre- 
viations ? 

Are the pages of the proceedings numbered and 
the sheets stitched together as directed ? 

Are the proceedings endorsed and numbered as 
directed ? 

Is a medical certificate of the prisoner’s state of 
health [if an European'] attached to the proceedings ? 

Is an extract from the Regimental Register detail- 
ing the age, length of service, and general character, 
of a prisoner [if a Native], attached as directed to the 
proceedings ? 

11. — With regard to the constitution of the Court, 
the Judge Advocate should remember that the Rules 
of Her Majesty’s Service, the European and the Na- 
tive branches of the Honourable East India Company’s 
Army are all three perfectly distinct from each other, 
and that the Court should be constituted, and the 
.proceedings of the trial conducted, as directed by the 
Articles of War and the Regulations of that Service 
or Presidency to which the offender belongs. 

12. — 7 6th Article of War . — A District or Garrison 
Court Martial, held for the trial of any soldier in Her 
Majesty’s Service, must consist of seven members at 
the least, except in Bermuda, the Bahamas, St. He- 
lena, Africa, and the Australian Colonies, where five 
members are sufficient. 

13. — 73rd Article of War . — A District or Garrison 
Court Martial, assembled for the trial of any soldier 
in the Honourable East India Company’s European 
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branch of the army, must consist of Jive members at 
the least. 

In both Services the President of a District or Gar- 
rison Court Martial cannot be under the rank of 

•A 

captain* 

14. — 79 th and 86th Articles of WarQuecn's Troops , 
16th and 82 nd Articles of War Company's Troops . — 
Regimental and Detachment Courts Martial in both 
Services must consist of not less than Jive members, 
unless it is found impracticable to assemble that num- 
ber, when three may be sufficient. 

15. — lOOtfA Article of War Queen's Troops , 90 th 
Article of War East India Company's Troops . — 
Warrant officers in both services may be tried by 
District Courts Martial : the President must be a field 
officer ; and no more than two officers under the rank 
of captain can sit on the trial. The sentence passed 
on a warrant officer requires the confirmation of Iler 
Majesty, if the trial takes place in Great Britain ; of 
the Comraander-in-Chief of the army in which he is 
serving, in India ; or of the general officer command- 
ing on the station, in any of Her Majesty’s dominions 
abroad. 

16. — The designations of Native Minor Courts 
Martial held for the trial of Sepoys and camp fol- 
lowers belonging to the Native Army in India, are: — 
Native Line, Garrison, Detachment, and Regimental ; 
each of these Courts must consist of five members 
[Native officers], excepting in cases when that number 
cannot conveniently be assembled, when three are 
sufficient. There are also a superintending officer, 
and an interpreter, both European commissioned 
officers attached to these Courts, the duty of the 

o 3 
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former being to conduct and record the proceed- 
ings. 

17. — In the Madras Army, by the authority con- 
veyed in the under- quoted additional Article of War 
for the Native troops serving under that Presidency, 
natives of all ranks previous to trial have the option 
of being tried by a Native Court, composed, as is 
usual, of native officers alone, with a superintending 
officer and interpreter attached, or by a Court desig- 
nated an European General Court Martial, consisting 
of seven European commissioned officers. 

18. — “ Every native officer, soldier, or other person subject to 
“ trial by Court Martial, under the rules and articles established 
“ for the government of the native officers and soldiers of the 
“ Army of this Presidency [ Madras ], and who may be under 
u orders for trial, shall {before trial), shopld he so think fit, have 
“ a right to claim to be tried under those articles by an European 
“ General Court Martial ; and to render this object more easily 
“ obtainable, seven officers shall for this purpose be considered a 
“ competent number to form such Court, the President of which 
u shall not be under the rank of Captain, or a subaltern of at 
“ least eight years’ standing .” — Madras Articles of War, Native 

19. — There is no authority for a like indulgence in 
the Bengal or Bombay Armies. 

20. —" -“The Commander-in-Chief directs that in future all 
“ drummers, fifers, and soldiers of every description professing 
H the Christian religion , whether born in Europe or India, and 
“ without reference to their parentage, be tried on any crime of 
u a military nature, which may be preferred against them by a 
“ Court Martial composed of European commissioned officers 
u only .” — Bengal Military "Regulations . 

21. — a All persons of the offspring of an European parent, 
“ whether fatheT or mother, and their descendants, professing the 
u Christian religion^ who are subject to military law, shall be 
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“ tried, when accused of any offence, by Courts Martial composed 
u of European officers : the Court is to be constituted, and the 
“ sentence to be in conformity to the Acts, Articles of War, and 
“ Regulations in force for the regiment, department, or class of 
“ the army under which the prisoner may have enlisted, or to 
“ which he belongs.” — Bombay Military Regulations . 

22. — The trials of all persons in the Native Army, 
of the description alluded to in the two above para- 
graphs, are conducted exactly the same as the trials 
of Native soldiers; only that the Court is composed 
of European commissioned officers, with an inter- 
preter, being guided by the Articles of War for the 
Native troops, and the Acts and Regulations in force 
for the Native Army. 

23. — “ In the Native Army corporal punishment cannot be 
u awarded 

Consequently it should be remembered that Christian 
soldiers in the Native Army cannot be sentenced by 
any Court Martial to receive corporal punishment. 

24. — “ All proceedings of Regimental Native Courts Martial 
“ awarding forfeiture of additional pay , are to be sent to head 
“ quarters for the approbation of the Coramander-in-Chief.” — 
Bengal Madras , and Bombay Military Regulations . 

25. — “ It is only sentences of Minor Native Courts Martial 
“ involving the discharge of the prisoner that require the con- 
u firmation of the officer commanding the division, and when 
u the convening officer considers a mitigation removing the latter 
“ penalty expedient, it is unnecessary to transmit the proceedings 
" to higher authority.” — Bombay Military Regulations. 

26. — “ In submitting the proceedings of Minor Courts Martial 
i( for the consideration and disposal of superior authority, no in- 
u termed iate approval or remission is to be attached ; but what- 
14 ever remarks the respective authorities may consider necessary 
“ are to be made by letter.” — Bombay Military Regulations. 

27. — “ At trials of non-commissioned officers and privates in 
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“ Her Majesty's service, and the European branch of the East 
“ India Company’s army, in all cases, a medical certificate of the 
“ prisoner’s state of health, and capability of undergoing different 
“ descriptions of punishment, is to be laid before the Court, and 
“ attached to the proceedings” — Bombay Military Regulations. 

28. — At all Native Courts Martial, both general and minor, 
a on the trial of commissioned, non-commissioned officers, and 
u privates, an extract from the Regimental Register, detailing the 
e< age, length of service, and general character of the prisoner, is 
" to be transmitted to the officiating Judge Advocate or superin- 
“ tending officer, for the purpose of being attached to the proceed- 
“ ings” — Bombay Military Regulations . 

29. — “ The period of imprisonment adjudged to Native sol- 
a diers commences from the date of the original sentence. The 
u period of the different descriptions of imprisonment is to be 
“ reckoned from the date of the proceedings being signed by the 
“ President, which is to be thereon minuted.” — Bombay Military 
Regulations . 

30. — “ In sentences of imprisonment passed on European sol- 
“ diers, it is to be specified that the confinement is to be in such 
u place as the Court, or the officer commanding the regiment or 
“ corps to which the offender belongs or is attached, may ap- 
<c point.” — 77th Article of War Queens Troops , 74 th East India 
Company's Troops . 


CHARGE9, MILITARY AND NON-MILITA RY* HOW TO BE 

FRAMED. 

31.— When a Judge Advocate receives instructions 
to draw up charges, or has charges sent to him for 
examination and revision, he would do well to consult 
the Madras Regulations on this subject [vide page 
81]; and if further information is requisite, I would 
recommend the Judge Advocate to consult “ Arch- 
bold’s Criminal Pleadings and Evidence ,” page 2, 6 to 
28, from which the above-mentioned regulations are 
evidently taken. The following memoranda, however. 
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will no doubt prove useful to him in the performance 
of this duty. 

32. — The name of the prisoner should be written 
at full length. 

33. — The regimental number of the prisoner (if a 
non-commissioned officer or private soldier) should 
be inserted. 

34. — All the dates must be in words and not in 
figures , . 

35 . — “ The utmost precision must be observed in specifying 
" the fact to which criminality is attached, and in describing the 
“ * time } and * place/ * when 9 and c where/ such fact took place, 
“ by inserting the words ‘ on or about / — ‘ at or near, 1 ” — Bombay 
Military Regulations . 

36. — “ Facts of a distinct nature are not to be included in one 
“ and the same charge, or instance of a charge; but each different 
“ fact is to be specified in a distinct instance or charge.” — Bombay 
Military Regulations. 

37. — “ All extraneous matter is to be carefully avoided, and 
u nothing is to be alleged but that which is culpable, and which 
u the complainant is prepared to substantiate before a Court 
“ Martial.” — Bombay Military Regulations. 

38. — “ It is not to be specified in a charge, that the offence 
“ alleged has been committed in breach of any particular Article 
u of War or Statute; but in cases in which the allegation comes 
“ directly under any enactment, it is to be set forth in the terms 
“ therein used; and when it is a disorder or neglect not specific 
“ caliy provided for, it is to be charged (if the accused be an 
u officer or soldier) as conduct to the prejudice of good order 
“ and military discipline.” — Bombay Military Regulations . 

39. — “ In framing a charge for insubordinate or improper lan- 
“ guage, the expressions which may have been made use of by 
“ the prisoner are not to be specified, as such are quite unneces- 
u sary for the ends of justice ; and the offence may be equally 
u developed under the simple allegation of unsoldier like , or in - 
et subordinate , or improper language, as by inserting the disgusting 
u words of a drunken or mutinous soldier. The words, however, 
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“ must be given in evidence in support of the charge .” — Bombay 
Military Regulations. 

40 , — u In framing a charge for any criminal offence, such 
“ offence ought to be described substantially in the same manner 
u as it would be set forth in an indictment. For otherwise the 
“ Court Martial, to whose investigation it might be submitted, 
u could not be aware of the real nature of the subject on which it 
“ was called to decide, nor could it judge how far the evidence 
“ adduced in its support legally proved the offence laid ; and 
u thus it would finu itself unable to award such punishment as 
u was sanctioned by law. Since it must be recollected that, 
u whenever General Courts Martial exercise criminal jurisdiction, 
** they are bound to pass sentence in conformity to the common 
“ and statute law of England. It is not, however, required that 
“ such a charge should be drawn up in the technical style and 
“ form of an indictment, but it will be sufficiently precise and 
“ certain if it merely specifies the fact or facts charged in such a 
u manner as will show whether or not they constitute the criminal 
“ offence intended. For instance, in a case of alleged murder, it 
u would be sufficient to frame a charge against A, B , and C , in 
u this manner: That he, the said A, did , in or near the Military 

** Cantonment at , on the , wilfully and maliciously 

u murder 1), by mortally wounding him with a bullet , which he , 
“ the said A , did then and thei'c discharge from a pistol at the said 
u D, of which wound the said 1) did then and there immediately die . 

And that they , the said B and C 9 were present, aiding and abetting 
u at the murder aforesaid , committed in the manner and form afore - 
u said . For the words wilfully and maliciously show sufficient 
a certainty that the offence laid in the charge is wilful murder, 
u and not manslaughter/* — Bombay Military Regulations , and 
Kennedy. 

41. — The Judge Advocate General of the Bengal 
Army, in letters dated June, 1835, and November, 
1836, gave the following instructions on this 
point: — 

“ Tlie Judge Advocate must take care to frame charges for 
“ non-militury offences with precision and conciseness.” And 
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“ the technical strictness used in an indictment is not necessary 
44 in the framing of charge for military offences, still it is ob- 
(< viously objectionable to charge a prisoner with stealing, or having 
44 in his possession, knowing it to hare been stolen, — to charge a 
u second with instigating to, or conniving at, — and a third with 
“ conniving at, or not taking due precautions to prevent the com- 
f< mission of an offence ; and to find all the prisoners guilty, 
44 without declaring whether the first was a thief or receiver; 
44 whether the second originated, or only connived ; and whether 
“ the third was guilty of conniving, or only of negligence. Such 
(i faults ought to be avoided, by stating the allegations in separate 
44 charges or instances of a charge; nor should Judge Advocates, 
“ in framing charges, imitate the minutiae of Civil Courts, details 
“ quite unnecessary before Military Courts. There should be no 
“ disgusting expressions of a drunken or mutinous soldier (either 
“ in Ilindostanee or English) — ‘ unsoldier like conduct or ‘ insub- 
u * ordinate / or 4 improper language / being quite sufficient.” — 
G, 0. C. C. in India , 2 6th October , 1835, by the Cow wander ~in~ 
Chief in India , requesting conformity at Madras and Bombay . — 
Hough, 

42 , — “ But it is to be most particularly observed, that every 
vf charge for such an offence which is submitted to the investi- 
44 gat ion of a Court Martial, in places where Civil Judicature is 
44 in force, should clearly and distinctly specify the facts charged 
44 in such a manner as will constitute a military offence. If, 
44 therefore, under such circumstances, a charge should be brought 
44 before a Court Martial, accusing Lieutenant A B of having 
44 killed Lieutenant C I) in a duct, or Private E F of having com - 
“ milted a robbery , — these charges, being for capital crimes, ought 
44 immediately to be thrown out by the Court, as not coming under 
“ their jurisdiction. But all that is requisite, in order to render 
44 them cognizable by the Court, is to frame them in this, or a 
44 similar manner : — Lieutenant A B placed in arrest for unofficer - 
44 like conduct in having challenged Lieutenant C D to fight a duel, 
44 The subsequent meeting, and what took place on the ground, 
44 may, however, be given in evidence as the best proof of the 
44 challenge having been given and accepted. Or, Private E F 
44 confined for highly irregular and unsoldicrlike conduct in having 
44 been absent without have from his quarters, and in having at that 
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“ time robbed Mr, G H ; in which case the circumstance of the 
u robbery can be only received as evidence of the irregular and 
“ unsoldierlike conduct . In these and similar cases, it will be 
“ perfectly evident that neither the Commander-In-Chief who 
" approves of such a charge, nor the Court who try it, in any 
“ respect whatever exceed the powers and jurisdiction vested in 
' — Kennedy. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE AT A COURT OF 

INQUIRY. 

1. — Courts of Inquiry are appointed by warrant, 
directed to the Judge Advocate General under the 
sign-manual, naming the officers to compose the 
Court, and authorizing the Judge Advocate to sum- 
mon such officers as the Court may deem expedient 
for the investigation committed to it ; or simply by 
order from Iler Majesty, the Commander- in- Chiefs 
or the other officer in command of a body of troops, 
of a regiment, or even of a detachment. — Simmons. 

2. — The power of convening such Courts forms 
part of military command, fur they may be held by 
the order of a Commander- in-Cliief, or of the com- 
manding officer of a regiment, without previous refe- 
rence to superior authority. — Kennedy. 

3. — The following is a copy of a portion of the 
warrant issued by his Majesty George II., to the 
Judge Advocate General of His Majesty’s Forces, for 
inquiring into the causes of the failure of the Roch- 
fort expedition in 1757, — Tytler. 

Our will and pleasure therefore is, and We do hereby 
nominate and appoint Our right trusty and right entirely 
beloved Cousin and Counsellor , Charles, Duke of Marl- 

p 
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borough, Lieutenant-General ; and Our trusty and well 
beloved George Sackville, commonly called Lord George 
Sackville, and John Waldegrave, Major-Generals of 
Our Forces , to examine and inquire touching the matter 
aforesaid : And you are to give notice to the said gene- 
ral officers when and where they are to meet for the 
said examination ; and the said general officers are 
hereby directed to cause you (the Judge Advocate 
General, or his deputy) to summon such persons , 
whether the Generals or other officers employed on the 
expedition , or others , as are necessary to give information 
touching the said matters , or as shall be desired by those 
who were employed on the expedition : And the said 
general officers are hereby further directed to hear 
such persons as shall give them information touching 
the same : And they are authorized , empowered , and re- 
quired strictly to examine into the matters before men- 
tioned, and to report a state thereof as it shall appear to 
them, together with their opinion thereon ; All of which 
you are to transmit to Our Secretary at War , to be by 
him laid before Us for Our consider ation ; and for so 
doing this shall be as well to you as to Our said 
general officers , and all others concerned, a sufficient 
warrant 

Given at Our Court at Kensington , 
this 1st day of November , 
1757, in the 3 1st year of Our 
' reign • 

( Signed ) Barrington. 

To Out trusty and well-beloved T. Mor- 
gan, Esq* f Judge Advocate Gene- 
ral of Our Forces, or his deputy . 


Tytler. 
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4. — Captain Simmons states : — 

“ A Court of Inquiry, when assembled by order of Her Ma- 
“ jesty or the Commauder-in-Cbief, is sometimes attended by a 
“ Judge Advocate, at other times not.” 

5. — The Courts of Inquiry held to inquire into 
the “Armistice and Convention of Cintra” in 1808, 
and the “ case of Private Somerville of II. M.’s 2nd 
Dragoons” in 1832, were both conducted by the 
Judge Advocate General of Her Majesty’s Forces; and 
in all cases of importance in the British army the 
Judge Advocate General, or a Deputy Judge Ad- 
vocate General, is appointed to conduct and record 
the proceedings. 

6. — In the East Indies also, in all cases of a serious 
nature, a Judge Advocate is appointed to conduct 
and record the proceedings of Courts of Inquiry; 
but, as in Her Majesty’s Services on Regimental and 
Detachment Courts of Inquiry, this duty devolves on 
the President. 

7. — M‘ Arthur says : — 

“ Where the mutter is important, it is usual in the navy to 
“ have five members. In the army, Courts of Inquiry may con- 
“ sist of any number of officers and of any rank ; but the latter 
“ should not be, if possible, inferior to that of the officer whose 
“ conduct or character may be implicated in the investigation. 
“ The Court may be either close or open, depending in this on 
“ the will of the officer convoking it.” — Griffiths. 

8. — The duties of a Court of Inquiry, and of the 
Judge Advocate, when directed to conduct the pro- 
ceedings, depend entirely on the instructions which 
the authority convening the Court may think proper 
to give. 

—It is, however, the particular duty of the Judge 



160 


DUTIES OF A JUDGE ADVOCATE 


Advocate to summon all witnesses required for the 
investigation of the circumstances, regarding which 
the Court is assembled. 

10. — “ There is no process by which civil witnesses can be 
u compelled to attend a Court of Inquiry ; but all military wit- 
“ nesses ordered to attend cannot refuse to come to the Court, 
u as it would be a disobedience of orders. — Hough, The control- 
** ling power over military men, which enforces their attendance 
“ before Courts of Inquiry, arises from the order of a superior 
“ officer, and not from any authority which these Courts actually 
u possess/' 

11. — A Court of Inquiry is not in any light to be 
considered as a judicial body. The main object is to 
receive and methodize information, so as to enable 
the authority convening the Court to arrive at a cor- 
rect conclusion as to the necessity, or otherwise, of 
assembling a Court Martial. 

12. — It is to the exertions of the Judge Advocate, 
as much as it is of the members of a Court of Inquiry, 
by a searching inquiry into the very minutiae of the 
subject ordered to be investigated, that an innocent 
man may be saved the degradation of being brought 
before a Court Martial, and the crimes of a bad cha- 
racter brought to light in such a conclusive shape as 
inevitably to insure conviction on being brought to 
trial 

13. — The specific duties of a Judge Advocate, when 
ordered to attend a Court of Inquiry and to conduct 
the proceedings, are as follows; — To summon all 
persons required for examination ; to record the pro- 
ceedings of the Court ; to put the questions to the 
several witnesses ; to copy all original documents in 
the proceedings; to assist the Court in methodizing 
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the information it may receive; to minute on the 
proceedings the opinion of the Court (if called 
for) ; and to render every assistance in his power in 
the investigation, so that the whole circumstances of 
the case may be laid before the convening authority 
in a clear and explicit form. 

14. — When a Judge Advocate is ordered to con- 
duct the proceedings of a Court of Inquiry, he 
should, according to his instructions, exercise his 
judgment. 

15. — Neither party (the accuser or accused) can 
demand a copy of the proceedings, which are only 
intended for the officer convening the Court . 

16. — “ The power of the Sovereign, or of a Commander, to 
w appoint Courts of Inquiry, and the right to withhold the pro- 
u ceedings, when required to be produced as evidence tu a 
“ Supreme Court of Law, has been evinced by a decision of the 
“ Court of Queen's Bench, confirmed on appeal to the Judges.” 
— Home v. Lord F. lkntinck, Exchequer Chamber, 17 th June, 
1820 Griffiths. 

17. — The usual mode of conducting the proceed- 
ings of a Court of Inquiry is as follows : — 

18. — The members on assembly arrange themselves 
on the right and left of the President, according to 
their rank in the army. The Judge Advocate sitsoppo- 
site to the President, with the interpreter on his right. 

19. — The Court, on first assembling, is usually 
closed. The orders directing the assembly of the 
Court, and appointing the President, members, in- 
terpreter, and Judge Advocate, are read; and then 
the instructions to the President or Judge Advocate, 
relative to the duty they are assembled to perform, 
which should be attached to the proceedings. 

p 3 
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20. — The Court having decided on the best mode 
of procedure, the complainant (if there is one) and 
the accused, are called in ; when the complaint, or 
subject to be investigated, is communicated by the 
Judge Advocate to the accused party. 

21. — The Court, Judge Advocate, Interpreter, and 
witnesses, are vot. sworn. 

22. — The Court now proceeds with the investiga- 
tion, and calls before it the several witnesses, who 
should all be cautioned, in giving their evidence, to 
speak to facts only which are within their own know- 
ledge. 

23. — The evidence should be regularly taken down 
in writing, and the same rules observed as in con- 
ducting the proceedings of a Court Martial, but 
without the precise and strict form of a Court 
Martial. 

24. — Original documents handed into Court must 
be copied in the proceedings; and each witness 
should be first called on to state all he knows on the 
subject, then questioned (if necessary) by the com- 
plainant, next cross-examined by the accused, and 
lastly questioned by the Court. 

25. — The evidence on the part of the accuser must 
be first taken; after which the accused should be 
asked if he has anything to offer on the subject, or 
any evidence to produce. 

26. — The accused should not be himself examined, 
and he may decline answering any questions put to 
him. 

27. — It is also optional on the part of the accused 
to abstain from putting any question to witnesses, 
either on examination in chief or on cross-examina- 
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turn; and, further, the accused may respectfully 
decline making any statement to the Court touching 
his alleged misconduct, should he apprehend that such 
a course would operate against him in the event of 
the institution of any ulterior judicial proceedings. 

28. — If directed in the instructions, which should 
be most scrupulously adhered to, the Court give in 
general terms their opinion. 

29. — The President, members, and Judge Advo- 
cate, all sign the proceedings. 

30. — A Court of Inquiry may be reassembled as 
often as may be found necessary, and new evidence 
may be received and recorded on every such occasion. 
On the reassembly of the Court, the President may 
recall any of the previous witnesses, and put such 
additional questions to them as may appear desirable, 
with a view to elicit every possible information that 
the case admits. 

31. — Though the Court are not sworn, it is highly 
irregular and immilitary for any member of it to di- 
vulge the opinion it may have formed. 

32. — The proceedings of Courts of Inquiry, on be- 
ing closed, arc transmitted, as directed, in the instruc- 
tions to the convening authority. 

[ Kennedy , Hough, D* Aguilar , and others are herein 

quoted .] s 
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CHAPTER X. 

DUTIES OF AN INTERPRETER AT A GENERAL COURT 

MARTIAL. 

1. — u To all General Courts Martial shall be attached an 
“ European Commissioned Officer as Interpreter; and to him, 
" previously to any proceedings being held before the Court, 
“ shall be administered, by the Judge Advocate, the following 
“ oath: — 

u — f do swear , that 1 will well and truly interpret , accord- 

u trig to the hi at of my skill and judgment, such matter as may he 
“ brought before this Court ; That I will not divulge the sentence 
u of the Court , until it shall he approved by the General , or other 
“ Commandcr-in-Chnf of the Forces , or other competent authority: 
(t Neither will J, upon any account , at any time whatsoever , disclose 
u the vote or opinion of any particular member of the Court Mar- 
i( tail , unless n y aired to give evidence thereof as a witness , by a 
u Court of Justice , or a Court Martial. So help me, God T ' — 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Native Articles of War. 

2. — u At all Native Courts Martial, the Interpreter shall remain 
il in Court whenever it is closed, in order to assist the Judge 
“ Advocate or Superintending Officer in correctly and faithfully 
w ascertaining the votes and opinions of the different members; 
“ and he is also to countersign the proceedings.” — Bombay Mili- 
tary Regulations* 

3. — “ II is declared to be contrary to the invariable principles 
44 of justice, that the officiating Judge Advocate, conducting a 
* trial, should be the Interpreter of the evidence in support or 
u refutation of the charges/’ — Bombay Military Regulations . 

4. — The Right Honourable the Commander- in- 
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Chief in India, Earl Moira, remarked, on a Native 
General Court Martial held on the 12th October, 
1815:— 

“ The proceedings of the accompanying Court Martial are 
u vitiated, in consequence of the duties of Interpreter having been 
u performed by the Judge Advocate. It is contrary to that inva- 
“ riable principle of justice which should leave to a prisoner the 
“ clearest facility and advantage in conducting his defence, that 
u the interpretation of the evidence adduced in support and in 
“ refutation of the charge should devolve on the officer who is 
u prosecuting in the name of the Crown, and whose duties, if he 
“ be in earnest discharge of them, have an apparent tendency to 
u bias his judgment : the circumstance might really occasion an 
“ involuntary but important deviation from accuracy. But at all 

events, it suggests the possibility that the person engaged in the 
“ examination of the witnesses may be incapable of that nice and 
(t undivided attention to the tenor of the phrases used by them, 
<£ out of which an equitable construction in favour of the prisoner 
“ may be deduced. Of course all the security possible for a just 
u decision on the case does not seem to have been established, and 
u such defect ought unquestionably to render the proceedings 
“ null and void/’ — (7. 0. C. C. in India , iYou., 1815. 

5. — His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Bombay Army, Sir T. M‘Mahon, remarked, on the 
proceedings of a General Court Martial held at Kar- 
rackin April, 1841 : — 

“ An attentive perusal of the proceedings in this case has 
“ impressed me with the full conviction of the correctness of the 
“ finding on both charges, and of the justice of the sentence ; and 
" I regret to observe no point of extenuation presents itself by 
“ which I could have considered myself justified in withholding 
u my confirmation from the award of the Court, had not a mate- 
“ rial, and what has been previously deemed a vitiating , illegality 
“ occurred in the proceedings by the officiating J udge Advocate, by 
u whom the prosecution was wholly conducted , having oho been 
“ allowed to perform the duty of Interpreter in the examination of 
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a several witnesses both on the prosecution and defence . The ille- 
“ gality of that proceeding was first noticed and animadverted on 
u by General the late Marquis of Hastings (then Earl Moira), 
“ when Cornniander-in-Chief in India; and the sentiments of that 
“ eminent ornament of the British army, who was deeply versed 
u in every branch of military jurisprudence, form a part of the 
u Military Court of this Presidency, wherein the practice now 
“ adverted to is, without reservation or qualification, declared to 
(t be contrary to the principles of justice ; and in a subsequent 
" case which occurred in this army, the proceedings were on the 
“ same grounds set aside by the then Commander-in-Chief, in the 
u year 1816. With these precedents, therefore, before me, I 
“ cannot give effect to the present sentence, passed under the 
u invalidating circumstances before referred to.” — G. O. C. C . 
Bombay Army , 1841. 

6. — Hough says, that the Interpreter, 

“ Having been furnished by the Judge Advocate with a copy 
“ of the charges, should prepare a correct translation of them, 
44 in order that the members of the Court Martial, to whom 
“ the charges are to be read and explained, may comprehend 
44 dearly their full import and meaning.” — Hough . 

7. — Simmons says: — 

44 The greatest caution should be exercised to insure faith- 
44 ful translation, and guard against misconception of the true 
44 meaning of any expression, either from the incompetence or 
“ from the possible bias of the person employed to interpret. 
44 The interpreter should render the very words as closely as 
° possible, anci not run the risk of obscuring the proper force of 
44 an expression by attempting to give the corresponding idiom, 
u as the Court may call upon him to explain any part of his 
“ translation, or refer to a second interpreter, if they should 
u entertain any doubt, or be desirous of further information. M — 
Simmons . 

8. — 44 A party to the trial is at liberty to request the presence 
44 and assistance of a private interpreter, and may urge upon the 
44 Court the propriety of hearing his version of the precise mean- 
14 ing of the evidence, or any illustration on his part of a phrase 
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t£ which will admit of a second construction being put upon it ; 
“ and the Court, under all the circumstances of the particular 
w case before them, w'ould decide on an application of this nature, 
“ neither allowing unnecessary interruption on the one hand, nor 
“ obstructing the accurate investigation of justice on the other. 0 — 
Simmons. 

9. — t( An Interpreter may be sworn at any period of the pro- 
ceedings, if required by eil her party, or judged necessary by 
“ the Court. Tire Mutiny Act (Section 14) requires that he must 
“ be duly sworn before being examined. 0 — Simmons . 

10. — Captain Simmons says : — 

“There is no fixed form of oath directed to be administered, 
“ but the following may answer the purpose : — 

swear (if a Quaker, — do solemnly y sincerely , and 
“ truly declare and affirm) that 1 will , to the best of my ability , 
“ faithfully and truly interpret and translate , in all cases in which 
“ I shall be required, so to do , touching the matter now In fore the 
“ Court , between our Sovereign Lady the Queen’s Majesty and the 
“ prisoner on trial . So help me, Cod !” — Simmons. 

1L — The Madras Regulations direct, that, 

“ In tire event of any Interpreter attached to, or in attendance 
“ upon, a Court Martial, being unable to conduct his duties 
“ before the Court, the President, in the instance of European, 
“ and the Judge Advocate, or Superintending Officer, as the ease 
“ maybe, in the instance of Native Courts, will be held strictly 
“ responsible for staying the proceedings , and reporting the in- 
“ competency of the Interpreter to the officer by whose order the 
“ Court was assembled, who will without delay take measures to 
“ replace such Interpreter by a more efficient officer, reporting the 
u circumstance to head-quarters/’ — Madras Military Regulations* 

12. — Interpreters, when in attendance upon Euro- 
pean Courts Martial, are not on any account, or under 
any circumstances, to be considered as forming an 
integral part of the Court, to be present when the 
Court is closed, or to sign the proceedings, as in the 
case of Native Courts Martial: they are merely to 
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attend the Court, and to afford their services, if re- 
quired so to do. — Madras Military Regulations, 

13. — General Kennedy observes : — 

a It is sometimes necessary to employ an Interpreter for the 
u purpose of translating the evidence given by the witnesses; 
u in which case he may be sworn in either at the commencement 
H of the trial or at any stage of the proceedings. Whenever this 
u takes place, a minute of his rank or situation , and of his having 
“ been duly sworn , must be entered on the face of the proceedings/* 
— Kennedy. 

14. ’ — On Native Courts Martial, the Judge Advo- 
cate, at the proper stage of the proceedings, reads the 
charge first in English, after which the Interpreter 
reads and explains it to the Court and to the prisoner 
in the Native language. 

15. — Major Hough mentions a case when a Native 
General Court Martial inadvertently continued the 
proceedings beyond the hour authorized by the Ar- 
ticles of War then in force ; on which occasion, on a 
reference being made, the Most Noble the Comman- 
dcr-in- Chief, the Marquis of Hastings, directed, 

“That such pan of the evidence as had been entered on 
u the proceedings subsequent to three o’clock should be read 
u over to the witnesses, who were to declare on their former oath 
** whether the same was correct : if not, they were to be allowed 
4 * to correct it. This was easily accomplished, as the Interpreter 
“ to the Court had taken down the evidence verbatim from the 
“ mouths of the witnesses, read to the witnesses their evidence in 
“ their own words from his own minutes. This plan, which must 
14 always save time, as w ell as prevent the possibility of any mis- 
“ conception as to the precise words used by Natives, and 
H which much frequently depends, ts obviously the most 
" though it is not often adopted. Should any future proceeding 
u be had regardinga trial, or a prisoner in his dtf&ice [or during 
u the prosecution, which I have frequently known to occur] object 
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i( to the interpretation of any phrase or word, or think any other 
Si words were used , the Interpreter's minutes, which should be pre- 
“ served, cun he referred to , A native frequently uses other words 
“ when told to repeat what he has said ; and what witness can be 
u expected to recollect the precise words which he has used in a 
u long narrative — and I would ask, what Interpreter can listen to 
“ such a narrative, and recollect the same so as to give a proper 
u translation ? In the case above alluded to, the Interpreter 
“ translated every question before he explained it to a native 
“ witness/'-— Hough. [The finding and sentence of this Court 
was published to the Bengal Army, G. (K C. C., 27 th Nov., 
1820 .] 


Q 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT IN 

THE EAST INDIES; PAT OF JUDGE ADVOCATES.* 

1. — The Judge Advocate General’s Department 
in the East Indies at present consists of three J utlg<%, 
Advocates General, viz. : — 

One to each of the Armies of Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay, and twenty deputies, who are thus distri- 
buted : — 

In the Bengal and Agra Presidencies there is a 
Deputy Judge Advocate to each of the following 
divisions of the army : — Meerut, Saugor, Dinapoor 
and Benares, the Presidency, Sirhind, Caunpore, and 
the Meywar Field Force. Total, 7. 

In the Madras Presidency, there is a Deputy Judge 
Advocate to each of the following divisions of the 
army: — Nagpore Subsidiary Force, Jaulna, Secunde- 
rabad, Northern, Mysore, Malabar and Canara, 
Ceded Districts, Centre Presidency and St. Thomas 
Mount, Southern and the Tenasserim Provinces. 
Total, 9. 

In the Bombay Presidency, there is a Deputy 
Judge Advocate to each of the following divisions of 


« Vide 
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the army : —Southern, Northern, Poona, and the 
Scinde Field Force. Total, 4. 

Bengal, 7. Madras, 9. Bombay, 4. Total, 20. 

2. — The Judge Advocate General of the Bengal 
Army being also Judge Advocate to Her Majesty’s 
Forces in India, holds the brevet rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, and the Judge Advocates General of the Ma- 
dras and Bombay Armies hold the brevet rank of major, 
should they not have attained that rank regimentally. 

3. — All Deputies Judge Advocate General vacate 
their appointments, and leave the Department on 
attaining the rank of major regimentally. 

4. — The pay of Judge Advocates in India is as 
follows : — 

The staff salary of the J udge 
Advocate General of the 
Bengal Army, is 1,450 

Horse allowance, 60 

Total, 1,510 lips, monthly. 

The staff salary of the Judge 
Advocate General of the 
Madras Army, is 1,000 

Horse allowance, 60 

Total, 1,060 Rps. monthly. 

The staff salary of the Judge 
Advocate General of the 
Bombay Army, is 600 

Horse allowance, 60 

Total, 660 Rps* monthly. 

The staff salary of all Deputies 
Judge Advocate General is 350 Rps. monthly. 
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The staff salary of those acting 
as Deputies Judge Advocate 
is the half salary, ot 175 Ups. monthly. 


5. — The above staff salaries are exclusive of con- 
tingent allowances for stationery, &c. &c. &c. 

6. — The Judge Advocates General indent on Go- 
vernment for stationery, and their establishment of 
writers is paid by Government on monthly abstracts* 

7. — All the Deputies Judge Advocate General 
draw a monthly allowance of (50) fifty rupees for 
writers, stationery, and other contingent expenses, 
and when on field service draw 75 rupees for office 
tent allowance. 

8. — The allowance to an offi- 

cer not in the department, 
when officiating as Judge 
Advocate in the East In- 
dies, is 7 Rps. per diem. 


9. — “The Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council 
44 having lmd occasion to advert to a custom which appears to 
“ prevail, of the officiating Deputy Judge Advocate to a General 
41 Court Martial being considered in employ until the Court is 
44 dissolved, which his Lordship conceives to be founded on an 
“ erroneous principle, an adherence to which would entail at 
44 retttdle stations much unnecessary expense, is pleased to Tesolve, 
H that in future, when officers are specially appointed to do the 
“ duty of Deputy Judge Advocates, as occasion may require, they 
u shall receive the authorized allowance of Sonat rupees 7 per 
u diem, for the number of days the Court actually sits, not in- 
“ cluding,however, any period of adjournment, unless it is for the 
44 express purpose of enabling the Deputy Judge Advocate to 
44 transcribe the proceedings the sittings to be considered to 
44 commence with the day the Court first convenes, and to end 
44 with the date of the transmission of the proceedings for the 
44 approval of His Excellency the Commander-In-Chief, or of the 
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%< officer under whose warrant the Court shall have assembled, 
u both days inclusive; and when the functions of the Deputy 
u Judge Advocate cease. In the case, however* of a revision being 
u ordered, the allowance to be drawn for the further number of 
u days that may be occupied in such revision. Bills for the 
4< established allowance to be countersigned by the Presidents of 
“ Courts Martial respectively, in evidence that the period drawn 
u for by the officiating Deputy Judge Advocate is correct/’ — 
G, 0. (}. G. (Marquis of Hastings) \0tft May, 1016. 

10. — 44 Jn continuation of the G. O. G. G., 10th May, 1816, it 
is hereby directed, that the Presidents of all General Courts 
“ Martial, at which an acting Deputy Judge Advocate may 
u officiate*, shall certify distinctly, on the back of that officer’s bills 
u for allowance, the number of days such Courts actually sat for 
u the despatch of business; with all adjournments under the two 
u heads of no business ; or, to transcribe proceedings/' — G, (), 
G> (/,, 3</ October , 18 23, Bengal Military Regulations, 


1 1 . — ■** The allowance for officers officiating 


as Judge Advocates 


“ at General Courts Martial is seven rupees per day, for the days 
u on which the Courts may actually sit/ 7 — Bombay Military 


12. — The allowance to a Deputy Judge Advocate, 
when officiating at a Naval Court Martial, appears 
from the following certificate to be eight shillings per 
diem. 

Certificate by the President of a Court Martial 
to the officiating Judge Advocate > and which enti- 
tles him to eight shillings per day for the time em- 
ployed . It is usual at home to insert ten days in 
the certificate , and abroad twelve days for each 
trial . 

“ These arc to certify, that officiated as Judge Advo- 

ct cate at a Court Martial, at winch I presided, held on board Hts 
if Majesty’s ship in the North River, New York, the 

May, 1782, for the trial of belonging to Ilia Majesty’s 

a 3 
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u shi p— f or mutiny and sedition ; and that he was employed 
u twelve days in making preparations for the trial, attending 
u the Court, and copying and transmitting the minutes of 
u proceedings.” 

“ Given onboard His Majesty's shi p *- — ■■ 

“ Signed 

u Admiral and President." 

13. — The salary of the Judge Advocate General 
of Her Majesty’s Forces is two thousand pounds 
(£2000) per annum. 

14. — The allowance to a Deputy Judge Advocate, 
when officiating as such in England, or in any of the 
British Colonies, is (2) two guineas per diem. 

15. — The following is the form of account required 
from an officiating Deputy Judge Advocate, with 
certificate attached, in England and the British Co- 
lonies, 

An account of the expenses incurred by - 

officiating as Dejmty Judge Advocate , at a 
General Court Martial held at on on 


day of 1844. 


Number 

of 

Vouchers, 


Amount, 

£. 

8 , 

d. 

v .. 

Noe. 1— 
2— 
3— 

Stationery as per Bill and 11 eceipt annexed. 
Hire of Hoorn, Fuel, Ac, Ac. .... 

Postage 

Pay for — daya at two guineas per day. 
Travelling expenses, vis, from — * to — 
No, of miles 

Total £ 





I do hereby certify, that I have paid the sum for stationery, 
u and for postage and carriage of letters and packets, as specified in 
e above account ; — and that the whole of the above stationery has 
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** been applied to the Public Service ; and that the said letters and 

« packets were all on the Public Service , — I do further certify , that 

“ I actually paid the above sum for travelling expenses, 

«< 

u Deputy Judge Advocate” 

** I hereby confirm this account^ the necessity and reasonableness 
u of the several disbursements and sums charged therein , amount - 
u ing to — 

Signed 

i( President /’ 

— M When the person acting as Deputy Judge Advocate is 
u an officer on the staff, the following addition is to be made to 
« the certificate : — and that the occasions above referred to required 
u more than ordinary expedition , and could not have been performed 
u with my own hordes, consistently with the purposes for which they 
66 arc kept ” — Simmons. 

17. — Form of officiating Deputy Judge Advocate’s 
receipt : — 

“ Received from the Right Honourable the Judge Advocate Gene • 

** ral , the sum of being amount of expenses incurred os 

u officiating Deputy Judge Advocate, at General Courts Martini, 
“ for the Quarter ending 30 th April , 1644. 

" Signed 

Deputy Judge Advocate.” 
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CHAPTER XII. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 

v collecting and arranging the materials for this 
work, various reflections on the subject treated of 
have occurred to mv mind, which induce me to offer 
in conclusion the following observations, with the 
hope that eventual benefit may accrue to the army 
by drawing attention to points which both merit and 
demand consideration. 

The perusal of the foregoing pages will be sufficient 
to convince the reader that the situation of Judge 
Advocate is no sinecure ; but that it requires qualifi- 
cations and attainments of no mean quality to per- 
forin with ability the multifarious duties of the office; 
yet, notwithstanding all this must be evident, and 
that the duties are of a highly responsible nature, 
together with the fact that the appointment is ex- 
pressly made by Her most gracious Majesty’s com- 
mands, 44 that there may not in any case be a failure of 
justice f it seems extraordinary that so little solicitude 
should be shown regarding the competency and qua- 
lifications of those appointed; nor is it the less sur- 
prising that, instead of specific regulations on al 
points being officially issued for the information of 
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Judge Advocates, custom should be the principal 
guide in the performance of such important duties. 

u The Courts of Law at home, and the Supreme Courts, &c», 
€i in India, have regular rules for their conduct; and it would 
“ seem to be an anomaly that the army should not have their 
“ code, while the first Mutiny Act and Articles of War date from 
“ the year 1689/* — Hough. 

“ It is curious to observe, in this age of reform and progress, 
“ how little has been done for the amendment of our military law* 
“ There are in the Mutiny Act several contradictions and anoma- 
u lies that ought to be corrected, and the law revised ; but the 
41 annual Act is forced through the Houses with infinitely less con- 
u sideration than is given to a turnpike bill ! or anything else that 
u is a mere matter of routine. If there are defects and blemishes 
“in the law itself, there aie still more in its administration; 
4< nothing is more wanting than instructions under authority* 
“ There can be little doubt that some code of instructions, illus- 
u trated by precedents and examples, are quite necessary for the 
u right administration of military law.” — Naval and Military 
Ga zcttCy May, 1843. 

In Her Majesty’s Regulations and Orders for the 
Army, there are only two allusions to the Judge Ad- 
vocate General’s department, which are to be found 
at pages 10 and 248 ; the former relates to the rank 
of Deputy Judge Advocates, the latter to the mode of 
transmission of certain Courts Martial to the Judge 
Advocate General in London. 

s 

The third paragraph of Her Majesty’s Regulations 
on Courts Martial directs Commanding Officers 

“ To require officers on their entrance into the army to attend 
“the proceedings of all Courts Martial, as may occur in the 
u corps for at least six months from the date of their joining, and 
lt they are not to be nominated members of Courts Martial until 
“the Commanding Officer shall deem them competent to the 
“ performance of so important a duty.” 
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These are the rules directed to be observed regarding 
members of Courts Martial ; but there are not any 
regulations, relative either to the nomination, quali- 
fications, or competency of those who, though 
neither Judge nor Juror on Military Courts, are 
nevertheless appointed to assist , advise, and instruct 
the members of these Courts on all matters, and in 
the performance of those very duties which the latter 
are not permitted to exercise until deemed com- 
petent ! — in fact, the Judge Advocate General’s 
is the only department in the Army that has not 
official regulations established for the guidance of 
those belonging to it. 

It is true, the warrant under the sign-manual 
commands a fit person to be appointed : — but is this 
command implicitly obeyed and attended to? — is 
the fitness of any person appointed Judge Advocate 
ever ascertained previous to appointment? — the per- 
sons appointed may be considered fit from possessing 
superior attainments, and abilities cither as lawyers, 
or soldiers, — but the qualifications of both professions 
are requisite for this specific duty. 

In the Mutiny Act and Articles of War, neither 
orders nor instructions are conveyed relative to the 
manner in which a J udge Advocate’s multifarious 
duties are to be conducted ; and from the absence of 
any rules and regulations on this subject, it might be 
supposed, though most erroneously so, that the com- 
petency and qualifications of the person 

“ Whose presence^ duly appointed by authority , is essential to the 
“jurisdiction of a General Court Martial ; who is the legal adviser 
u of the Court ; the primum mobile of a Court Martial as 
M* Arthur says, u not only impelling it to action * but on whom in 
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u a great measure depends that harmony of motion so necessary to 
u constitute a regular Court 

Arc of so little importance, that neither are neces- 
sary, and restrictive rules relative to appointment 
less requisite. 

But it cannot be denied that every trade and pro- 
fession requires an apprenticeship ; or that a science 
or competent knowledge of any subject is to be ob- 
tained without a regular course of study and instruc- 
tion, or without application and research. The 
lawyer, the physician, the engineer, the carpenter, 
the blacksmith, have all to labour hard for years 
to acquire a competent knowledge of their respective 
trades and [professions ; all have to serve an appren- 
ticeship, or to undergo the strictest examination pre- 
viously to being allowed to set up in trade, or to 
practice in their calling ; and even the soldier 
must go through a course of drill before he is con- 
sidered fit to enter the ranks; — but military juris- 
prudence appears to be considered intuitive; 
and the proper administration of justice in the Army 
by qualified superintendants seems to be thought of 
such little consequence, that instances daily occur 
of persons being appointed to officiate as Judge Ad- 
vocates at Courts Martial who have never even so 
much as given the subject a moment’s thought or 
consideration, much lessmadc it a study ; indeed, 
few are appointed anywhere , or at any time, who 
are as conversant with the duties expected from them 
as they ought to be for the ends of substantial justice ; 
— and this is the more striking, when the immense 
power given to Courts Martial by the 102nd Article 
of War is taken into consideration, and the fact that 
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a great portion of Her Majesty’s Army is always 
serving at stations at which civil offences must be 
investigated by Military Courts. 

Nor is this all : it is remarkable that in Great 
Britain, where delinquencies of soldiers are not tryable 
by Military Law, but where all ordinary offences 
against the civil peace are tried by the Common Law 
Courts, — so that no offence except those of a purely 
military nature can be tried by Courts Martial, — 
in almost every instance, civilians are appointed to 
conduct the duty of Judge Advocate;* and abroad, 
where alone civil offences committed by soldiers can 
be tried by Courts Martial, military men are usually 
selected for the duty. 

The consequence of this is, that few Deputies 
Judge Advocate, whether officiating as such at home 
or abroad, can be said to be properly qualified to 
conduct the duties expected from them : — if the 
person nominated be a civilian, even if he is profes- 
sionally a lawyer, it stands to reason, from his not 
having been brought up in the Army, and never 
having had occasion to study Military Law or cus- 
toms, or in fact any lliing appertaining to the military 
profession, he cannot be a “ proper person,” as directed 
in the warrant, from not being as conversant as a 
Judge Advocate ought to be with the duties of a 
soldier and the customs of war. If a military man is 


• On three of the most celebrated Courts Martial (and many more might be 
adduced) which ever took place In England, Lieut. -Gen. Wbitelocke’s, in 1806; 
Col* Quentin**, 1814; Liout.-Gen. Sir J, Murray'*, 1815,— all of whom were tried 
for offence* of a purely military nature, — the proceeding* were conducted by 
civilian** The first-mentioned by the Hon* Mr, Ryder, who acknowledged the 
difficulty he laboured under t4 from fain# completely unacquainted with the 

nature military operations ;** the wcond wai conducted by the Right Hon* 
0. II. Sutton; and the latt by F» 8 
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Selected for the duty, there are few in the British 
army who ever give tbeir attention sufficiently to 
the subject : for though 

“ It is the incumbent duty of all officers to apply thcmxehxs dili- 
gently to the acquirement of a competent knowledge of military 
a 

Yet this is not all that is expected from a Deputy 
Judge Advocate General in the present day, and 
unless he has studied the general principles and rules 
of the Common Law of England, as well as the 
practice of Criminal Courts, he cannot be, as directed 
in the warrant, a “JU person' to advise and instruct 
the members of a Court Martial on the ocurrenee of 
any legal difficulty, or on trials for civil offences : in 
fact, it is equally as impossible for a military man to 
give a correct opinion on any legal point, as it is for a 
civilian to offer judicious advice on military matters, 
without having previously attained an adequate de~ 
gree of knowledge on the respective subjects, and 
which, it must be acknowledged, is neither to be 
gained in a day nor by intuition. 

The appointment of persons to officiate as Judge 
Advocates on trials by Courts Martial under such 
circumstances, instead of obviating a failure of jus- 
tice, must be the reverse, and will in most cases prove 
an injustice to the prisoner under trial, an incal- 
culable mischief to the State, besides being a source 
of difficulty to every member of a Court Martial, as 
well as to the Judge Advocate himself* 

It would also appear that the very head of the 
department — the Judge Advocate General of Her 
Majesty's Forces — enters office totally unacquainted 
with military law or customs ; — and yet his opinion, 

R 
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on whatever subject it may be, is Law, and as snch 
must be obeyed and attended to by the army. 

Captain Simmons observes: — 

44 If it be true that the 4 pratcritorum mcmoria evcntorum ’ is one 
44 of the chief qualifications of those who are required to be 4 legt- 
u 4 bus militaribus optime institute / the Judge Advocates General 
44 of the British army, selected as they are from political asso- 
44 ciattoa*, must, notwithstanding the brilliant talent often evinced 
44 by them, frequently find themselves much at a loss on first 
44 acceding to office. The same may be said of the generality of 
44 Secretaries at War, who issue instructions controlling the pro* 
4t ceedings of Couits Martial* some of whom have been known to 
44 pass their whole political lives in deprecating measures which, 
44 on acceding to office, they have felt themselves compelled to 
44 uphold; and hence it may he that the same doctrine has not 
44 at all times been held at the Horse Guards, the War Office, and 
44 Crown Street. It may likew ise be attributable to this cause, that 
44 the Judge Advocate General's office has at one moment adhered 
44 most scrupulously to the rules of common law and the maxims 
44 of special pleaders, and at other times has iri practice depre- 
cated all restraint, declaring, in effect, that Courts Martial are 
44 bound by no tangible rules in the interpretation of charged, and ' 
consequent application of punishment ; and that, whether ex- 
pressly charged, or indirectly imputed, provided an offence be 
proved, and referable to a clause in the Mutiny Act or Articles 
it may be visited by a peculiar penalty authorised by 
Article, and attached to a special offence. The officers of 
British army, when called to the duty of Courts Martial, 
they will administer justice, if any doubts shall arise, 
to the custom of war. Now the Judge Advocate 
44 General, wuose peculiar office it is to advise in critical 

“ AND DOUBTFUL CASES AS TO THE CUSTOM AND USAGE OF WAR, 

44 must, on first emerging from forensic or Parliamentary pursuits, 
44 unless he acquire it intuitively, or by the wonder-working instal- 
lation to office, be absolutely ignorant of such customs; nor 
44 will his 4 viginti annotum lueubroliones/ if of such he can boast, 
M have much assisted him.” — Simmons* 

And yet it is to the officer bolding this appointment 
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that every individual in the armies of Great Britain 
looks up, and relies, that through him substantial 
justice is duly administered according to the customs 
of Avar, as well as the Law of the land. 

It is really much to be regretted that the situa- 
tion of Judge Advocate General to Her Majesty’s 
Forces is not conferred on an experienced military 
man for life, freed from all political duties ; for it is 
actually denying justice under the mask of granting 
it, appointing one who must be unacquainted with 
military usages and law, and who is also fettered or 
biassed by political motives in his decisions, though 
the intent of the office is to supervise the due admi- 
nistration of justice throughout the army, and to up- 
hold it in every respect according to the Mutiny Act , 
44 the Customs of War” and the Laws of England? 

In the Bengal and Bombay Armies, all officers 
nominated to officiate temporarily, and even those 
posted permanently to the department, enter on their 
duties without any previous course of study or in- 
struction, and consequently, for some time at least, 
can have but a very superficial acquaintance with what 
is expected from them qualifications or eompe- 
tency on appointment are little thought of; iHR 
are nominated and then left to themselves to 
through the work as well as they can ; their know* 
ledge of Military and Criminal Law is dependent on 
their own application and research ; and the cor- 
rectness of their opinions on all points depends also 
on their own industry ; it seereiB, therefore, extraordi- 
nary that where the welfare of these two armies is 
so much at stake all should be thus left to intui- 
tion. 
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In the Madras Army these matters are better 
managed, and the system therein adopted regarding 
the administration of justice appears not only to be 
excellent, but to work well : — all officers previously 
to entering on their duties are placed for a certain 
period under the immediate superintendence of the 
Judge Advocate General at the Presidency, for the 
purpose of making themselves acquainted with the 
duties they are to be called on sooner or later to per- 
form; they have the personal aid and advice of 
the heads of the department ; free access to the 
records, &c. of the Judge Advocate General's office, 
which latter affords them an opportunity of consult- 
ing the various trials held in the Madras Army for 
precedents, and of instructing themselves in the prac- 
tice of Military Courts : — the reports of the several 
divisional deputies, with the remarks of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and Judge Advocate General on 
ail points of reference, are also placed at their dis- 
posal ; in fact every thing appears to be done to ren- 
der them efficient and qualified for the duty of 
Judge Advocate under all circumstances, and they 
are not allowed to enter on their duties, till reported 
qualified to do so. 

A system of instruction similar to this is really 
indispensable in India, for, independent of the diffi- 
culties Judge Advocates always labour under on first 
appointment, from being totally uninstructed in their 
duties, little information is to he gained from the 
records in out-station offices; and treatises and 
works on Military and Criminal Law are not, with- 
out great difficulty and delay, procurable, whilst 
many of these works, especially those published in 
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England, do not contain ail the information which 
the duties of Judge Advocates in India require; 
so that, unless they have an opportunity afforded 
them, when appointed to the department, of being 
able to consult those who are capable of giving them 
correct advice on any difficult or doubtful point, and 
of searching for information where alone it is to be 
found, it is next to an impossibility that they can 
attain even an insight into their duties, much less a 
competent knowledge of them. 

There can be little doubt that the most beneficial 
advantages would result both to the armies of Great 
Britain and India, if Sir Charles J. Napier’s recom- 
mendation was carried into effect, viz. — 

“ That no man should be appointed either to officiate or be 
“permanently posted to the Judge Advocate General's depart - 
M rnent, till after a certain length of service as a regimental officer. 
“ That, previously to entering on his duties, a Judge Advocate 
“ should undergo a strict examination as to his knowledge of 
“ military aud criminal law, and the practice of Military Courts 

And all Deputies Judge Advocate be placed under 
the head of the department for a certain period, and 
not on any account permitted to enter on their 
duties until reported by the Judge Advocate General 
qualified to do so. 

I am aware there are some who cannot divest 
themselves of the opinion, that the discipline of the 
Indian Army was pot the less efficient, or crime of 
more frequent occurrence, when so great attention 
regarding form and legal technicalities was not re- 
quired from officers [such as Judge Advocates , Super- 
intending Officers, and Members of all Military Courts) 
appointed to conduct the duties at Courts Martial : — 

r 3 
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but let those who are sceptical on this point remem- 
ber that every order and regulation which has been 
issued on the subject, as well as the unremitting ex- 
ertion of those in authority to have these orders 
acted up to, has emanated solely for the furtherance 
of justice to all. It surely will be admitted that the 
due administration of justice by Military Courts, in 
the investigation of offences committed by any mem- 
ber of an army, whether of a civil or a military 
nature, is of as essential importance to the welfare 
of that army, as the framing correct returns and ac- 
counts in the Adjutant General’s, Pay, and other 
departments, more especially when human life on 
many trials, and on all a soldier’s honour, is at stake. 
If these arc not sufficient reasons, I know not what 
are ; for if the proceedings of a tribunal, the result of 
which may cost the offender his life, — or, what is as 
dear to him, his honour, — are not conducted in the 
strictest sense according to the established forms 
directed to be adhered to in the army, and at the 
same time according to the common law of the 
land, 44 to the benefit of which,” as Tytler justly ob- 
serves, 44 all Jiritish subjects are entitled for the pro- 
tection of their life and liberty” the purpose for which 
alone Courts Martial are convened is not attained. 

It must be evident to those who will give the subject 
the slightest consideration, that it is as much from in- 
competency as it is from inattention to established 
rules and regulations that we so often see offenders 
escape merited punishment ; the confirming authority 
finding it impossible to carry into execution a punish- 
ment justly adjudged and merited, but remitted in 
consequence of the trial having being irregularly or 
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illegally conducted. Hence evidently has arisen the 
necessity which, of late years, has compelled those in 
authority to demand greater care and attention on all 
points connected with trials by Courts Martial ; it is 
consequently the duty of Judge Advocates not only 
to be thoroughly acquainted with, but to uphold to 
the utmost of their power, every rule and regulation 
in force on this subject, as it is also incumbent on 
them to be careful that Courts Martial conform to 
the laws of the land, more especially on trials for 
civil offences, “ that there may not in any case, or 
under any circumstances whatever , be a failure of 
justice” 

Let it not be supposed that 1 am an advocate for 
soldiers of any grade being lawyers, — very far from 
it; it is unnecessary, and often the cause of great 
mischief. Officers of all ranks can easily qualify 
themselves for the duties expected from them as 

members of Courts Martial, without the necessity of 

*■ 

transforming themselves “ into ill-informed attorneys 
but I do most decidedly assert, after some little ex- 
perience in the department, and not without giving 
the subject the deepest consideration, that the duties 
of Judge Advocates in the present day require 
qualifications and attainments which arc not to be 
obtained without instruction and a regular course of 
study, to which must be added, if proficiency is an 
object, assiduity and research. 

If proper attention was paid to these points, and 
none but those known to be qualified were appointed 
to conduct the proceedings of Courts Martial, 
greater deference would invariably be paid to the 
opinions of Judge Advocates when called on at 
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Courts Martial for advice ; for what reliance can be 
placed on the counsel of those who, from following a 
different calling to that they are exercising, are 
known to be unqualified to give it? The reason 
why Courts Martial decline to follow the advice of 
those appointed their “ law adviser ,” emanates, in 
most instances, from the conviction on the mind of 
the Court that the members are better acquainted 
how to act than the Judge Advocate is to guide 
them : it is from the lamentable fact, that those 
whom the warrant under the sign-manual commands 
to be 

u Fit persons, that there may not in any case be a failure of 
“ justice f — and u for the more orderly proceedings of Courts 
M Martial f 

Are in too many instances unfit and unqualified to 
perform the duties which are expected from them* 
Now, when it is taken into consideration that the 
maintenance of discipline, together with the welfare 
and happiness of so many individuals belonging to 
an army, indisputably depend so much on the due 
and correct administration of justice, few will hesi- 
tate to acknowledge that the appointment of properly 
qualified persons to conduct the duties of a Judge 
Advocate General demands greater attention than is 
at present paid to it. 

In the first chapter of this work, it will be observed 
there are no less than five Forms of Warrants which 
are issued to Deputies Judge Advocate, one and all 
differing from each other ; the duties of this office, 
let them be conducted by a civilian or a military 
man, are precisely the same ; the powers conveyed 
by these warrants to Deputies Judge Advocate, as 
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well as the authority to issue them, emanate from one 
source — the warrant issued under the sign-manual in 
conformity with the power conveyed by the Mutiny Act 
There may be some good reason for this difference 
of form, but it certainly appears an anomaly, espe- 
cially in the East Indies, where the three armies of 
the Honourable East India Company, though serving 
under separate Presidencies, are yet under one Go- 
vernment, and ruled by the same Articles of War. 

Major Hough, at page 152, 4 Military Law Autho- 
rities,’ states: — The Judge Advocate General of the 
Bengal Army, in a letter No. 2492 1 of 1830, to the 
Advocate General at Calcutta, wrote : — 

" I have submitted to Ilis Excellency the Commandcr-in-Chief, 

* * 

“ that the Judge Advocate being a military man does not bring 
u brm under the Articles of War, for acts done in the capacity of 
(t Judge Advocate, which is a civil office.” 

Thfe opinion, and those expressed in Captain Sim- 
mons’s work on the Practice of Courts Martial, — 

M That he was not prepared to say whether the Judge Advocate 
u was under Military J.aw or and 4< that he. is not ir&jxm- 

silde to any coin t of justice Jin' the opinion he may gin , — *’ 

Appear to be so liable to mislead those who only give 
the subject a hasty or casual consideration, and at 
the same time so likely to induce a careless perform- 
ance of such important duties, that a few remarks on 
these points are indispensable ; more especially as 
Captain Simmons’s work is so generally, and most 
justly, acknowledged one of the best modern autho- 
rities on ail points relating to military jurisprudence. 

If the Judge Advocate being a military man does 
not bring him under the Articles of War for acts 
done in the capacity of Judge Advocate, as it is a 
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civil office, “ and he is also not responsible to any 
court of justice for the opinion he may give/* to 
whom, then, I would ask, is the Judge Advocate re- 
sponsible ? He cannot be an irresponsible officer 
because he holds a civil office ; for in that case com- 
missaries, paymasters, and all other military men 
holding civil appointments would be equally exempt, 
and not amenable to military law; but if this was 
the case, why should army rank be assigned to Judge 
Advocates, which it is at page 10 of Her Majesty’s 
Regulations ; — that Deputies Judge Advocate, when 
at the head of the department , 

i£ [Are to rank] as colonels; if not at the bead of the depart- 
“ men!, as major ; — and if an officer, according to his rank in the 
“ army,” 

This is in itself sufficient authority ; for here it is 
directed, that persons holding the appointment are 
to be considered as holding the rank of military men : 
now if Judge Advocates obtain rank, serve, and 
receive pay as soldiers, there can be little doubt of 
their being amenable to military law. 

It must be remembered that Courts Martial are 
constituted, and Judge Advocates are appointed by 
Her Majesty, and those under her, in pursuance of 
provisions of the Mutiny Act, passed by the Legis- 
lature for the better government of Her Majesty’s 
Forces; the Judge Advocate’s warrant (except in 
England) is always issued by a general officer ; — the 
Judge Advocate in almost every case receives instruc- 
tions and orders from the same authority ; — the Judge 
Advocate, as officer of a GencralCourt Martial, is under 
the orders of ike Court , composed entirely of military 
men; — now if the Judge Advocate should disobey 
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the orders of his superior or of the Court — or act 
insubordinately in either case— is it possible that any 
one can suppose he is not under military law, or 
that a Judge Advocate is not liable to censure, or to 
dismissal from office for any propriety committed by 
him in the capacity of Judge Advocate; and would 
not either penalty be inflicted under authority con- 
veyed by the Mutiny Act. In India there can be no 
doubt on the subject, for General the Honourable 
Sir II. Fane, when Commmander-in-Chicf in India, 
told the army in a General Order dated 25th July, 
1836, — that there wcie authorities (meaning Deputies 
Judge Advocate) in every military division “ who 
were responsible for the decisions they yore — and the 
Madras Regulations are equally explicit [ride Chapter 
6, pars. 1, 2, and 7].* ** 

On the other hand, let us suppose an action brought 
against a Court Martial for some illegal act; which, 
on the case being investigated, is clearly proved to 


* Some time after the above- observations were written, the following remark# 
iftwuod to the Madras Army ori the loth June, 1M44, by Hie Excellency 
Lteut.-Gcn. the Mont Noble the Marquis of Tweeddate, K.T. and C.lh, Cum- 
mander-in-Chief of the Madras Army : — 

“ Hi# Excellency cannot but express hi# disapprobation of the manner in 
11 which the prosecution has been conducted by the Deputy Judge Advocate 
“General In not going into the evidence to prove the averment i» the charge that 

** — — . committed the act imputed to bun m ain't av sly and wilfully ; it wm 

11 incumbent on the Deputy Judge Advocate to have entered fully into the facts, 
** which appear #o distinctly recorded in tin* pmcoedingsof the Court of Inquiry * 
“ ft is for the Deputy Judge Advocate to t*tabii*h the charge, and for the Com- 
“ mander-in-Chief to commute such part of the sentence as he may deem ft V* 
Now here is a cast* in point ; the military authority delegated by Her Majesty 
to convene General Courts Martial, and to ap)»rint a Judge Advocate, exprewe# 
In a General Order issued to the army, his disapprobation of the manner In 
which the prosecution was conducted by the Judge A d locate. Nothing can be 
more conclusive titan this *. — that although the duties of a Judge Advocate are of 
a civil nature, yet he is responsible to the military authority who appoint# him, 
and consequently H amenable to military Jaw, 
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have arisen from advice given by the Judge Advo- 
cate ! Is the person who thus misleads the Court ; 
who is expressly appointed to obviate a failure of 
justice, and for the more orderly proceedings of Courts 
Martial ; whose particular duty it is to prevent , by 
pointing out to Courts Martirl such occurrences as 
undue exercise of authority, excess of jurisdiction, or 
illegality of proceedings , to escape the penalty all the 
other members of a Court Martial, collectively and 
individually, are liable to? — the 76th and 56th sec- 
tions of the two military acts are surely sufficiently 
explicit on this point [vide Chapter 1, pars. 28, 29, 30, 
and 31]. 

If the Judge Advocate was considered an irre- 
sponsible officer, Her Majesty’s warrant issued under 
the sign-manual would not command the appoint- 
ment of such an officer ; the presence also of a 
Judge Advocate duly appointed would no^ be 
considered essential to the jurisdiction of a Court 
Martial ; neither would the word “ Minister ” be 
inserted by the Legislature in the 76th and 56th 
sections of the two Mutiny Acts. 

If, again, the sole object of a Judge Advocate being 
appointed to attend at a General Court Martial was 
merely to record and register the proceedings of the 
Court, any clerk would perform this duty equally 
well ; but the Judge Advocate is appointed for a far 
different and more important purpose, it being his 
duty, in conducting and recording the proceedings, 
to obviate a failure of justice and the slightest deviation 
from either military late, or custom , or the law of the 
land; to administer oaths; to advise on points of law , 
of custom , and of form; the very performance of 
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which duties, under military orders and instructions, 
renders him responsible to those who appoint him , 
and to the laws of his country , if he misleads the 
members of the Court, as whose “ minister 9 " lie is 
appointed to guide and instruct 

It is very much to be regretted that any difference 
of opinion should exist on this point ; and that, too, 
by those who are considered the most eminent writers 
on Military Law: — General Kennedy, Major Hough, 
and all others, being diametrically opposed to the 
opinions advanced by Major A dye and Captain Sim- 
mons ; but the fact that there is a difference of opinion 
is a convincing proof of the necessity that exists 
that a clear exposition of the law, and explicit regu- 
lations on this subject, should be issued by authority . 


s 
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APPENDIX 1. 

1 . — Considering the information contained in the follow- 
ing excellently drawn-up Tabular Statement likely to 
afford much valuable assistance to Judge Advocates, 1 
have included it entire as the best epitome on the subject 
extant. 

2. — 11 By tho provisions of the 102nd Article of War for Her 
“ Majesty’s Forces, and tho 2nd Section of the Mutiny Act for the 
" Company’s European Troops, and the 92 nd Article of War thereto 
u annexed, General Courts Martial are empowered to try certain 
u Offences therein specified, commuted by Officers and Men of the 
44 respective Services above one hundred and twenty miles from th** 
'* Presidencies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay ; am! 
“ by the Articles of War referred to, it is directed, that in alt such 
4 4 cases tho Sentence shall be ‘ in conformity to the common nod 
tl statute Late of England." It therefore becomes necessary, that tho 
44 nature of the several offences of which cognizance is so triven, 
“ and which may come before Military Courts, with their respective 
“ punishments, should be generally known, as they are severally pro- 
44 vided for by Law, together with the distinction which exists 
44 between Principals and Accessaries, as determined by judicial de- 
44 cisions, and defined by writers of note and authority . "—Bombay 
Military Regulation*, 192 . 

3. — fi The following Tabular Statement will briery show the nature 
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“ of the offences under consideration, and the Statutes applicable to 
each, and the punishments which attach to the Principals and Acces- 
41 saries. It is, however, incumbent on all Officers (more especially 
44 those who may be called on to discharge the duties of Judge Advo* 
44 cate) to make themselves acquainted, as fully as possible , with the 
44 facts and circumstances which constitute the crimes specified.” — 
Bombay Military Regulations, 202. 

4. — “ In passing sentences in cases involving a capital punishment, 
44 an important discretionary power is vested in Courts Martial, which 
il it behoves them to exercise with the fullest consideration of all the 
** circumstances connected with the matter under trial. By the 
44 respective Articles of War referred to, it is provided, ‘ That in 
<( 4 all cases where such Court Martial shall have convicted any Soldier 
u 4 cf any offence punishable with death , it shall be lawful for such 
4 ‘ 1 Court Martial , instead of sentencing the offender to death , to 
iS * adjudge him to be transported as a Felon for Life , or for a certain 
“ 1 term of years. 1 ’’ — Bombay Military Regulations, 203. 
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of Civil Judicature, thereupon forfeit all advantage as to additional pay or ('unless they be against the persons or property of individuals) are not 

pension on diftciwrge, in addition to any punishment which such Court may cognizable under the provisions of the Act and Articles of Vt ar before 

award- referred to. 

9* A Misdemeanour, In its usual acceptation, is applied to all those crimes i Bombay Military Regulation* f 204 . 

and offences for which the law has not provided a particular name ; and 
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APPENDIX. 


-—The foregoing Tabular Statement will no doubt 
be useful to Judge Advocates, as it not only points out 
tke punishment authorized by the Common Law of Eng- 
land to be awarded for each offence, but the authority by 
which the penalty is adjudged. The official authorities, 
however, should be carefully consulted by Judge Advocates; 
as well as the latter part of the works of Kennedy, Shn* 
mons, Hough, and Griffiths, in which the subject of 
“ Criminal offences cognizable by General Courts MartiaV* 
is fully and explicitly treated of. If further information 
is required, the following legal works must be resorted 
to :—■* Archbold’s u Criminal Pleading and Evidence 
Blackstone’s il Commentaries Phillipps's u Law of 
Evidence Russell’s “ Crimes and Misdemeanours 
Starkie’s Civil and Criminal Evidence ” There are many 
others to which it is needless to allude, but in the above 
all the information a Judge Advocate is likely to require is 
to be found. 
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APPENDIX II. 

Letter from the Secretary at War relating to the new Clauses in the 

Mutiny Act and the Articles of War, 1844, on the Selection, &c., 
•* 

of the Place of Confinement for Offenders sentenced to Imprison- 
ment ; and on Duelling in the Army. — Judge Advocate General's 
letter thereon. — Charges on this subject how to be framed, &c. &c. 

War Office, April 18, 1844. 

Sir,— In transmitting to you the Mutiny Act and Articles of War 
for the year commencing 25th April, 1844, 1 have, in order to ob- 
viate any misapprehension as to the construction to be put upon the 
new clauses, to request your attention to the following points : — 

The 27th clause has been enacted for the purpose of giving to the 
superior Officer in command, whose duty it may be to confirm the 
sentence of a Court Martial, the power, which he did not previously 
possess, of selecting the place, whether a civil gaol or a military 
prison, in which the offender is to be confined, and from which he may 
at any time remove the prisoner, in order that the prisoner may un* 
dergo the remainder or any part of his sentence in some oth$ 
public prison or place of confinement, and henceforward Courti 
Martial will not in their sentence notice the place of confinement. 
The Officer confirming the sentence is to he guided in the selection 
of the prison by such instructions as he may, from time to time, re* 
ceive from superior authority. By the 28th clause it is enacted, ** That 
forts, barracks, or other buildings, may be set apart by the Secretary - 
at* War as places where the sentences of Courts Martial may be car- 
ried into execution ; and as soon as such buildings shall have been pre- 
pared for the reception of military offenders, the practice of confining 
soldiers in public gaols will be resorted to as seldom as possible/’ By 
the 29th clause it is enacted, “ That the term of imprisonment under 
any sentence of a Court Martial, shall he reckoned from the day on 
which the original sentence and proceedings of the Court Martial 
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shall have bean signed by the President ; and the Officer commanding 
the regiment or corps to which the offender belongs, shall specify, in 
the written order to the Gaoler or Provost-Martial receiving the of- 
fender into custody, the period of imprisonment which the prisoner 
is to undergo : the days both of the signing of the sentence and the 
release of the prisoner must be included,” as, for instance, '* if a sol- 
dier is sentenced on the first day of the month to fourteen days' im- 
prisonment, the sentence will terminate at twelve o’clock at night 
on the thirteenth/’ We find, with respect to the alterations in the 
Articles of War, “ That the 85th Article prescribes, that whenever 
it mav be impracticable to carry into execution sentences of solitary 
confinement, the officer convening the Court Martial will give an 
instruction to such Court that should the prisoner he found guilty, 
and imprisonment form a part of his sentence, it will not be expe- 
dient to direct that any portion of it should be solitary, and the Court 
will govern itself accordingly/’ 

I have to draw your attention to the amended Articles relating to 
Duelling in the Army* These alterations have been inserted by Her 
Majesty’s Authority, for the purpose of more effectually discourag- 
ing and piohibiting a practice which is a violation of Her Majesty’s 
orders, and u flagrant breach of the law of the land. 

u These Articles declare that it is suitable to the character of 
honourable men to apologize and offer redress for wrong or insult com- 
mitted, aud equally so for the party aggrieved to accept, frankly and 
cordially, explanations and apologies for the same. If such redress 
be refused to be given, or to be accepted, and the friends of the 
parties have failed to reconcile the differences, a reference should, 
in conformity with the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure in the 
106th Article, bo made to the Commanding Officer on the spot, 
who will use his best advice and influence to reconcile the parties; 
and the differences, having been honourably settled by the good offi- 
ces and responsibility of the Commanding Officer, ought never to be 
revived by either party, or by any other Officer or body of Officers ; 
if, however, the Commanding Officer fail to reconcile the parties, it 
will become his duty to take such measures as he may deem neces- 
sary in order to prevent a duel, or to maintain good order in Her 
Majesty’s Service, and the person refusing to he reconciled will be 
liable to be brought to a Court Martial, and, if convicted, cashiered, 
or suffer such other punishment as the Court may award. All parties 
implicated in duelling are liable, on conviction before a General Court 
Martial, to be cashiered. Her Majesty’s pleasure is expressed in the 
107th Article, that Officers being the friends or seconds of the par- 
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ties, shall exert their influence to adjust a difference on terms con- 
sistent with the honour of each of the parties. The failureiaaettliug a 
difference being generally attributable to excessive demands for repa* 
ration made by one of the parties, the conduct of the seconds, by tbe 
107 vb Article, is made liable to be investigated as well as that of the 
principals, in all cases iu which a dispute shall be referred for the 
consideration of a General Court Martial. Personal differences be- 
tween geutleinen living together as brother officers can seldom fail to 
be honourably and promptly adjusted, in the first instance, by expla- 
nation between their mutual friends ; the propriety of an early expla- 
nation and acknowledgment of error was so forcibly pointed out by 
Field-Marshal the Duke of Wellington, in confirming the sentence of 
a General Court Martial in l B 10, that Sir Henry Hardinge inserts the 
following extract of his Grace’s sentiments on this point:— 4 The 
Officers of the Army should recollect that it is not only no degradation, 
but that it is meritorious iu him who is in the wrong to acknowledge 
and atone for his error, and that the momentaiy humiliation which 
every man may feel upon making such an acknowledgment is more 
than atoned for by the subsequent satisfaction which it affords him, 
and by avoiding a trial and conviction of conduct unbecoming an 
officer.” 

Jn refeience to the 3Ut Article of War, and to the framing of 
charges iu certain cases arising out of differences, or out of reproachful 
speeches and gesture, 1 have to direct your attention to a letter which 
the Judge Advocate General of Her Majesty’s Forces has addressed 
to me, 

Jvt> cr. Advocate GiivcuAi/s OiricE, 30tb Makch, 1844. 

Sir, — The recent discussions on Duelling in the Army, and the 
alterations in the Articles of War, have directed my attention to the 
language of charges, under which officers, alleged to have submitted 
to indignity and insult, or to the imputation of dishonourable or un- 
worthy conduct, have been in repeated instances brought to trial. An 
erroneous notiou has, to a limited extent, obtained, that an officer can 
be brought to trial and punished for not challenging another, or for 
refusing to accept a challenge, or to fight a duel, and in charges 
upon which officers have been cashiered, or otherwise punished, 
expressions may possibly be found, which, if detached from the 
context, and considered without reference to the undoubted law of 
England, and to the clear and unambiguous language of the Articles of 
War, might afford some colour to this error. But it must be remem- 
bered that, by the common law of England, duelling, unattended by 

U 
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any injury to either party, is an aggravated offence against the public 
peace, punishable by fine and imprisonment. Thus Mr. Justice 
Blackstone says — “The punishment of common affrays is by fine and 
imprisonment. Where two persons coolly and deliberately engage in 
a duel, this, being attended with an apparent intention and danger of 
murder, and being a high contempt of the justice of the nation, is a 
strong aggravation of the affray, though no mischief has actually ensued/* 
Under a recent statute, such persons may become liable to transporta- 
tion. If death ensues, the parties implicated may be tried for murder. 
The military code has been, and will continue, consistent with this. 
The 107th Article of War, 1844, renders all parties, principals as 
well as seconds, implicated in duelling, liable to be cashiered. The 
103rd and 104th Articles prescribe to a commanding officer the duty 
of preserving order in his regiment, and of placing under arrest all 
who use reproachful speeches and gestures, — a duty enjoined with the 
view of preventing duels, and of bringing to trial by Court Martial 
parties who offer insults, and who will not afford redress by apology 
and acknowledgment of their error. Moreovor, officers in command 
of guards are, under the 00th Article, punishable for allowing persons 
to go forth to fight a duel. By the 104th Article, officers of inferior 
rank may place under arrest those who are engaged in quart els, frays, 
or disorders; and by Articles 35 and 104, any officer, though of 
superior rank, who refuses to obey is liable to be cashiered ; while, 
in the 105th Article, Her Majesty points out to the Army that those 
who, being willing to make or accept frank, explanations, apologies, 
or redress, refuse challenges, act as is suitable to the character of 
honourable men, do their duty as good soldiers, and are not onlv ac- 
quitted of all disgrace, but of all opinion of disadvantage. It is 
mniiiftMt, then, that an officer cannot be subjected to trial and punish- 
ment for leaving undone that which the law thus expressly forbids, 
or for doing that which is thus distinctly declared, not meiely to be 
no offence, but to be suitable to the character of a man of honour, to be 
conformable to military duty, and to be conduct above all blame or 
reproach. Still an officer who allows the stigma of dishonourable 
couduct to rest upon him. or pusses over without notice an insult 
offered to him, is liable to he brought to trial before a Court Martial, 
not. because be declines to fight a duel, but because, having failed to 
obtain speedy atonement through the intervention of mutual friends, 
or by other lawful means, he neglects to report the matter to his com- 
manding officer, and thereby to invite a searching investigation into 
his character and conduct. By such ueglect he seems either to 
in the justice of the imputation east upon him, and to 
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admit that there is something ia his conduct which he fears to 
bare before honourable men, or to show that, regardless of bis own 
reputation and honour, he knows not what is becoming the character 
of an officer and a gentleman, and that, indifferent to the peace and order 
of the regiment, he is unmindful of the rules of military discipline. 
His conduct then becomes the proper subject of inquiry aud adjudi- 
cation before a Court Martial. 

lu all such cases, however, it is most desirable to exclude the pos- 
sibility of misconstruction. And as the new articles point out with 
clearness the course which is consistent with the character of honour- 
able men, it will be the duty of those who may have to frame charges, 
as well as of those to whose revision and correction, or approval, 
charges may be submitted, to take care that the offence be described in 
language which shall distinctly state those particulars in which the 
letter or spirit of Her Majesty’s Articles of War has been neglected 
or violated. 

I have, Ac., (Signed) J. Nicholl. 

This letter of instructions is so well calculated to set at rest anv 
erroneous impressions which may have existed on this point, and 
places the question of framing charges in reference to the 31st Article 
of War on a footing so clear and intelligible, that it is only necessary 
for me to express my entire concurrence in the principles so ably hud 
down by the Judge Advocate General. 

I have, Ac,, (Signed) H. Uardincje* 
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Orders issued relative to Courts ok Inquiry. 


1 .-—Gen E n al Orders by the Right Honourable the Governok- 

Glnfral of India. 

Camp Ferosepore , 2 7th December , 1842. 

The Governor-General is pleased to appoint 

His Excellency George Clerk, Esq., Envoy to the Maharajah 

Major-General Lhmlfy, Adjutant General of the Army ; 
Major-General Smith, Adjutant General H. M. Forces ; 

Brigadier Monte aim, CJT, and 
Brigadier W\mer \ 

to ho a Court of Inquiry into the conduct of Major Pottinger, subse- 
quently to the death of Sir William Macnaghten, until he becurne a 
prisoner to the A Afghans. 

The Court to have the power of sending for persons, papers, and 
records, and to appoint its own Secretary, and any writers who may 
he required. 

The Secretary to the Government of India will place before the 
Court, on its assembling, all the pupers which are now in the office, 
apparently bearing upon the matters to be subjected to inquiry. 

All evidence taken is to be recorded and reported. 

The Court will communicate its opinion upon the question, Whether 
the conduct of Major Pottinger, from the death of Sir William Mac- 
naghten, until he became a prisoner, was, under then existing circum* 
stances, best calculated to secure the safety of the British Army at 
Cabool, and to maintain the honour of the British arms 1 

The Court will also report their opinion upon the question, Whether 
the hills drawn by Major Pottinger upon tbc British Government, 
within the period above mentioned, were drawn by him iu the exer- 
cise of legitimate authority and of due discretion ? and, Whether the 
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circumstances under which, and any conditions upon which, they mar 
have been drawn and made payable, were duly made known to the 
several persons to whom they were delivered, or by whom they were 
negotiated 1 

Hie Court will assemble on the day subsequent to the date of this 
Order, at the tent of His Excellency the Envoy to Maharajah Shere 
Singh, who will act as President of the Court, 

By order of the Right Honourable the Governor •General of India, 

T. H. Maddock. 

Secy, to the Govt, of India, 

with the Governor-General, 

2. — 21 st January, 1843. 

The Governor-General directs the publication of the following 
paragraph, concluding the report of the Court of Inquiry into the 
conduct of Major E. Pot tinge r, C.B. 

“ The Court, adverting to documents which have been laid before 
it in course of this inquiry, cannot conclude its proceedings with- 
*' out expressing a strong conviction, that throughout the whole period 
“ of the painful position in which Major Pottinger was so unoxpect- 
4< edly placed, his conduct was marked by a degroe of energy and 
** manly firmness, that stamps his character as one worthy of high 
u admiral ion, ” 

(True extract,) T. H. Maiwock, 

Recy. to the Govt, of India, 

with the Governor-General. 

3.'-~G£NftAA1, Oil I* KBS »Y !IlS ExCf.LLfcNCY THE 

in India. 

Head Quarters, Camp Feroscpore , 7th January , 1843. 

A Court of Inquiry viil assemble in the Camp of the Commander - 
in-Cbief, at 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning, to receive and record 
evidence on a subject which will be laid before the Court by the J udge 
Advocate General, who will conduct the proceedings. 

President . — Brigadier G. Moore. 

Members, — Lieutenant-Colonel S. Bolton, Her Majesty’s 3 1st 
Regiment ; and Brigadier C. Graham, C.B. 
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JIJDGK ADVOCATK GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT IN THE 
BRITISH AND EAST INDIAN ARMIES, 1844. 


Judge Anvoccn-. (.general of Her Majesty’s Forces, 

The Right Hun, J. Nicholt , LL.D. M.P./or Cardiff . 

Deputy Judge Advocate General op IIfu Majesty’s Forces, 
Fraud* Newman Royers, Esq. Queen's Counsel. 

Office, ~~I\ r o. 35, Great George Street, Westminster, 

Deputy Judge Advocate General, Ireland. 

David Walker , Esq. 

Provost-Marshall, Ireland* 

Lieutenant R. Speedy. 

Deputy JuDoe Advocate General, Barbadols. 

Captain Edmon stone, Foot , 

Deputy Judge Advocate General, Jamaica, Bahamas, Hon- 
duras, 

Captain E. S. N . Campbell, 2 nd IF. /. Regiment, 

Deputy Judge Advocate General, China. 

Captain Bruce, 1 St A Foot, 

Judge Advocate General, Bengal Army, and Her Majesty**, 

Force* in India. 

Lieut. -Cot, R . J. H. Birch , 1 7th Regt, N. /. 

Judge Advocate General, Madras Army. 

Mayor T. B, Chalon, 33rri Regt. N . L 
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Judge Advocate General, Bombay Army. 

Lieut. - Col. Wm. Oyilvie , 26th Regt. X. I. 

Deputy Judge Advucaivs General, Bengal Army. 
Captain W, Macgeorge, 7D7. A\ J... Meerut Division. 

Bt.Maj. H. Moore , C.B 3 4th X. I. . . Sir hind Division — Absent, S. C. 
Captain J. Dyson, 2 ist X. f. ...... Dinaporc & Benares Division. 

Captain K . young , f>U/A X. / Presidency Division — Gw 

/» Nri/rifr. 

Captain fV. Martin , 52nrf A T . / Cawnpore Division. 

Captain IV. hi. Rickards , 1 1/A A r . J. . [IWmi C/rrfc, A T < 

Captain IJ. Cotton, 6 1th A . / San gar Diwsion. 

H'l ATIVG. 

Captain O. Carr , 21*/ A r . /. . Sir hind Division. 

Captain C. Chester , 2'W X. I. ..... . Presidency Division. 

Di-puty Judge Advocates Ointiml, M \ehas Arms. 

Captain TV. if?//, Fusiliers K antp tee. 

Captain T. Me Gown , C/A A\ 7 Jan In a, t 

Captain R. J.ambert, lti/A A". / . Northern 

Captain L. Mac</ueeu y 3rd Lt. Cavalry . . Mysore 

Captain A. Harrison. 3H/A A r /, Ceded Districts. 

Captain J . ('. Roulderson, 35/A A 7 , f. . . Centre Division, 

and St. Thomas's Mount. 

Captain T. K. Whistler. Artillery Southern Division. 

Captain P. Pope, 2*1/ A X. /. Tmasserim V 

Dn'tlV JuiGI AdVOUATIS (jitNEftAL, BOMBAY A f‘ M Y . 

Captain G. J. Mant, VMh N. I Southern DirisU 

Captain P. A\ Skinner, i)th X. I. ..Poona Division. 

Captain TV. E. Ravdinson, Fusiliers . . Northern Did* 1 
Captain R. M. Hughes, 12/A A’. J. . . Scinde Force, Absent, S. C, 

On in a jing. 

Captain F. Crist ol, B/A X. I Scinde Force. 



London : 

Puntrd by Ptewaht h»U Mukjiay, 
Old fcnUrjr* 




